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Dear Mr. Dean, 

Indebted to your friendship for the position which I 
hold in the Collegiate Church of which you are the head, 
I cannot resist my desire of dedicating its history to 
you ; and most gladly do I embrace the opportunity thus 
afforded me of tendering my sincere and grateful thanks 
for the many and continuous acts of kindness which, 
during the period of my connexion with you, now 
approaching to eight years, I have at all times, and under 
all circumstances, experienced at j our hands. 

That you may long continue to preside over the ancient 
College of Middleham, and enjoy every blessing which 
this world can afford, is not alone the earnest desire of 
myself, and every member of your chapter, but also of 
the many friends who havf enjoyed your hospitalities 



DEDICATION. 

during your visits to this seat of your jurisdiction^ or 
who have experienced the still greater gratification of 
being occasionally inmates of your happy and refined 
home. 

Indebted as I am to you for many pleasant visits there^ 
as well as for the other favours to which I have already 
alluded^ I can only entreat that you will accept the 
renewed assurances of esteem and gratitude, firom. 

Dear and Very Reverend Sir, 

Your obliged and faithful servant, 

WILLIAM ATTHILL. 



The Deanery 9 Middleham, YorksMref 
Jan. I9 1847. 



PKEFACE. 



Thb desire which so generally prevails at the present day of 
illustrating the ecclesiastical annala of our countrj-, and of record- 
ing whatever may be interesting or valuable in the pious and 
munificent institutions of our ancestors, has led to the production 
of the present volume, 

The College of Middleham, one of the very few reUgioas 
foundations which escaped the sacrilegious rapacity of the Eighth 
Henry, seems doomed at length, after an existence of nearly four 
centuries from the date of incorporation by its royal founder, to 
sink beneath the mure specious but no less positive sacrilege of 
the nineteenth century. 

To preserve some faint mereiorials of this establishment, for 
which the princely Gloucester prociu'ed privileges and immunities 
rivalling those of Windsor,* and exceeding those of any other 
ecclesiastical institution in the kingdom ; to save from the de- 
cay into which ere long they might otherwise have fallen, some 
most interesting documents of bygone days ; to rescue from 
obHvion the few notices which raay still be collected of its history ; 
and to throw every possible light on the exemptions and liberties 
of a jurisdiction, which, with everj- other peculiar throughout 



"Merrie England,'* soon will have passed away — these are the 
primary objects of the editor of the present volume ; should 
it, however, be instrumental in preserving the faintest memonal, 
the most trifling remnant, of an establishment for the incorpora- 
tion of which its royal founder laboured so assiduously, he will 
consider himself well repaid. 

The sources from which this brief history of the collegiate 
church of Middleham has been drawn, are fully detailed in the 
notes appended to the foot of each page ; and no available source 
haa been left uninvestigated to render it at once correct and 
intereating. 

Amongst the mass of materials which the Editor has searched 
for these ends, it is possible some few facts may have escaped his 
notice, but he can confidently assert that not one statement has 
been put forward which does not rest on sufficient authority ; and, 
however others may differ from him in opinion on the inferences 
to be drawn, the data upon which those conclusions rest must 
remain uniinpeached ; and perhaps, when, in a few short years at 
most, he shall sleep with those who have preceded him as 
ministers in its collegiate church, this little volume may form the 
basis of some more interesting and perfect history of a place, of 
which a distinguished and attractive writer * of the present day 
says, " Middleham — not Windsor, nor Shene, nor Westminster, 
nor the Tower — seemed the Court of England."! 

Although it is the principal design of the present volume to 
give a brief history of the church and parisli of Middteliam, from 
the period that, under the auspices of Richard duke of Gloucester, 
it was erected into a college and deanery, still it seems desirable. 



* Sir E. B. Ljtlon, B«rt. 



f Lut of th« BuvtM, <ol, li. t>, IdO. 



before the editor proceeds with his atlotterl taak, to tlirow together 
in this place a few memoranda of its earlier condition. 

Middleham, or as it is called in Domesday, Medelai,* formed a 
portion of those extensive possessions whicb the Conqueror 
bestowed on his nephew Alan Rufus, earl of Bretagne, first earl of 
Richmond, and lord of Middleham, after the conquest of England. 
Alan, who died without issue a.d. 1089, gave the manor and honor 
of Middleham, with its appurtenances, and various other lands 
which, in the time of the Confessor, belonged to Ghilpatric, 
a Dane, to his youngest brother Ribald, whose grandson Rol>erlt 
built the castle of Middleham. 

" Contiguous to a castle of this period," says Whitaker, I " was 
almost always a church. The village of Middleham had none 
before; aa a member of a parish iti the Saxon times, it most 
have been attached to Wensley. With equal probability, there- 
fore, we may ascribe to Ribald both the one and the other." 
And in another place ^ he remarks, "All this while" (i.e. at the 
period when Robert de Neville, called the Peacock of the North,|| 
who died previously to the year 1331, was lord of Middleham,) 
" we hear nothing of a church at Middleham, nor till the following 
instrument; but there can be little doubt that it was the work of 
one of tlie first lords, who endowed it with an ample glebe, and aa 



• - The Und of carl Alaii, MrdoW (MiiUIvbini), to be tucd Hvc 
uuy t>o three ploii^. GhlleraOick hwl ■ tiunor Ihore ; Ki!«1J tiuw liu It, and it U 
wwt«. Ttia wliole one mile luug anil una lirontl, i>lue in kiiij: Edward'^ tinif twenty 
aliilUDgl." Uaodoin'n (lUv. W.) f nmlaliDn of UumcwU;, p. 108. 

f " Itolnutiu hio t«in{>iin> nuu faiirlarit et Kdiflwril Cutrumde Midddhsm." InU^ 
Ooll«ctlaiLct DodawQrtliii in BibliolhMi Ilarl. Bee Oalol llonar uf Kicluound, Appi-nilii, 
pp. ass, 2S1. 

: WhIUkw'ii RlcUmundMiinn, lul. i. p. 313, § ll>id. p. 332. 

n DoffdalB-t Buonngv, vid. t. p. SM. 
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iwnn) witli llie tithe« lA tlic Uiint." Such is Dr. Wliitaker's s 
lunilr atid tliv iitatruincnt he mmtions is given beluw.* 



•• ia4«> 



rUarii id Miditaiia fbdolt^M Coohk Wo^- 



M«U<lii<. 



* UouitMt d> Nntlt M MiMM^lM Aac>1> MlyUn to DdUllMi aeBipiicnHn. 4 
■ fiMiHlwii •■flain bHUnUUm Han* Am Knill (|aaa4ain Domini* it Mitlllbw, . 
<>Ul>lwD Uuminu Juluniil Bvluri scrlMfa* di Miililhuo prwliota M 
i^alu, liHprmliw In tuK ■nrl*. l'*irKUis Chritd fiiMUni* lA qaonm 
MvtlMuH tiiiMnilw lluin* iMrrvrKrlfil, Uirla 4* Nmlll Uuulna dc Ulddllbun Blutcm in 
IhiHlltui inuiflUiniuri. Numrll unltmlU* tiidn m* in pun vliluiUlo tc ti(^ pcUBtiM \ 
Hwa, uiiu'ibiImu ■« |ifw*<ntl ■'ri|>ta idki (7ni|cntphal<i (NmBniwa* Domino JuliiBnl(| 
Rvrtrirl i<»..|Mla> rlx Mli|r1l||.vn M ■urKaHnril.iu lul* Hminankni pwlam jw li 
•nniitn »J ■!«•» Ihxm M ilun JuniMila, In Ik>w<i mw lU Hlitdiihun qui vontor Wertwoda 
•■aii|Fll> flaiidi mall wiicntlilllliiu lu (irwilluta Imwiu vniNHitllina, ulii |>mdiatu( Duminoi 
Jiiliwili'* wl w'lia'uwi Kui "'in aulalnnl kBlMn nlii lanlum hei licivn et iluu junienlai 
liBtmiMliiiii M tBiiKiicluin iinmlli'lo l>nniino Jolitnnl et MiocoiHrlbaa *uu pRmllcUin n>m- 
munlwn iiMiinn wl uiitii Iiuim bI iliiu Juuwnu ptndlnU hi ptwdicta bofoi, rxnqilu 
■liliilxil niauala |ii vwlutii Xattea itaiatantKiu* duniRHMlo pnrmanHriut nlaiua, d* me at 
livnullliiii iimla lllinrih, iiiilnlK, Iwiif »l In |woa eumpnrtlnantllianl* lm|Hir[Hr(uuni ; dwlmiit 
flKfil In )rni-illp|l< iluoliui clauili imJIi'lu I)<kiiIiio Johantii ct ■ucaaHrlbu* aiili in amniboa 
allil aaltl*. Kl al rnnlliiKal nm'A alliiiia mnrla da pn>dli<tl* natii hnliua at dnobiia jnmenlia 
IMWdlnll IhiriilnJ Julliiiiili •■>! ■iii'tmHinirn lunruni, In prwitlclia duuliua olauala pro 
dxCMdii nkuButw allijim Wlii|Hirr InlraTarliit ai BbM|uv wanlu (ai'to, alnn gnvinilnH et 
nt|liiMtliill» nlravlaiitiir, Kt fnvdiniu Dauilnnt JoLannn pro an rt auwowrlbDi aula, 
|i|with>M> Ihilllliiw Marli* «1 liaircillliui aula lAtum Jua »l rUunouro communia in |inodiiiU« 
illliiliua vtauala In lnwoi i>Rii>il<itu duiiinunln vlanaa patnianaorint jimltiu rclaxat. V.t iiiiam 
ulHi (uwoUiiM diKi iilaiiia )>ni nan plaiiib lanaBnliir prarcllFlla Itomino Julianiia ol 
aniHWaaiiflliU* aali, ail ilaluiK i-omniunla |>a>tunii ivk bnnm at dnonini junirnliiram 
pHu) kalilhinilH tvartanlnr. In rujua n>i lvMliui>u<iim pnivvntl wrlplo n^raitnpliaUi 
■llMiwIlm ilgflla Ilia a|i|iuaiiurunl. llll* IHllliua, Wllkltuo ila Bureo (uni< Italliru 
Hl.<haiii>indlir, at allU. IWuin apuil MliUllliani illi' Naui^ Jambi ApuMoli. anno 
ItuHilnl Mlllaalinx Irttwilialnn dwlmo.— — (Juaiii iiuliloBi nuMni ae omnia ai ainguU In 
vadant mria v«n(4>uta HIaanlu da [^iiM-tu|i uuiui Hirlori Kmloun da Middilham 
pniilli'Mi VI ■iiiH'iiMuttliui aula aacunduni ftirnuuu tftnm pnrdiitai indantato-, apjinlianiiu, 
miillnuamu' at (MltlKaniua llniillar pur pnnMilaa. In i-ujua ral tialliBoniuni nni pa't' 
l»U.H nart.. in.laulaUi-, pai>aa pivdhlnm HWr.l»m M aunv-ona inoa MnaKtoU. aJgOlua 

Hhvtdua tUtllluiu auuin apfiaull. Itilun apud Rabj timaiuw nuna dia mrnaia Dmnnhna, 
Anao IViulnl Ulllaalmi'. n«aJhit* '"* t ' »*'. iinintB i rnpat nuia Itaarki ifoafti (uM 
wvpHirtaw -Idlnn."- Ui>UI>t.aaa V^H. 



PREKACS. HI 

There are, liowevcr, documents in existence in which a church 
at Middleham is mentioned at a much earlier period thun the 
reign of Henry IV. 

Ill the taxation made by authority of pope Nicliolas IV. nboiit 
the year 1291, there is the following entry :* — 



" Ecclesia de MiddeDiain 



£8 n 



5 U 0" 



Again in the "Nonarum Inquisitiones in Curia Scaccarii, temp, 
Edw. III."t 

■' Middelbam. 

Taxatio iiii li. 
lidem rcceperuut de iiij li, de nona ejusdem parochial commissa Ricardo 
del Parsons, Johaoni Cieaerall, Iticardo de Mangeby, et llicardo de Wayne- 
brigg, et gic minus lautione de iiij li. quia iiij. caritcE jacent friscs qua) 
gi essent cuIUd nonu valuerit liijii. iiiji/. ui>i Rector sulet percipere xij. petras 
laiUB pretii xsuvji. et xx. agnoi pretii vij». \}il. pruut comjiertum est per 
aacrsmentum hominum prcBdictonim. Suinma iiij li." 

While from tlie Inquisitions post mortem in the same and the 
succeeding reigna, the following extracts are subjoined ; 

" A". 41 Edw. in. Uadaa dc Ncvill. 

Midclham advoc' Eccleaia>." f 

•• A". 12 Ric. 11. Joh'oB de Nevill de llaby. et Eliwibctha uxor ejus. 

Middelham inaner' cum advoc' Ecclesim extent'." § 

It was the son nf the Sir John de Neville here named, by his 
former wife Maud, daughter of the Lord Percy, from whonj 
emanated tlie important instrument already given. 



• Tiiutio UecttwiutliM AngllB «t WbIIIib, Hit^riUM P. Kii'liuUi tV. Hn'a A.U. 
LoDilon, Iftl-i. fuliu, )i. :iOT. Sea abn pp. S2T, 8ST. 
f Kowtum IwjuialUonir^ p. !3T. I^nd. ISOi, folio, 

{ CUmduimn Initultltiunulu jHwl Mnrtitm, vol. il. p. 26vl. Iiuiiil. IgOtt.blio. 
a lbtd.Tel. IU.|>. 1U!t. 



Ill rnerACK. 

TtiMi Ralph de Neville, having first wod the gulden itpim of 
kni};tithoo<l, was in the 21st year of Rich. ll.createdEarlof West- 
muretiind, sncl nubsequcntly received Irom Henry IV. a srant of 
the earld<rm of Richmond ;* and under bina the power and graodear 
of liiii nice BPcms to have attained a high d^rce of cDiineooe, 
having died jHihveaAcd of the castle and lordship of Middlebam,t 
a* well as many other extensive territorial possessions.} His 
widow Joane, daughter of John of (iaant, dutce of Lancaster, 
who died Nov. 13, 15) Heti. VI. most undoubtedly possessed, 
wilh the castle, the advowson of the church. Tliis is evident 
from the following record ; § — 

" .lulinima n>J]>i>r cotniliiisa WtntmoroUnd. 

Mi'lili'iliaiii mlvoc" EcuIvmo). | ,. 

Miilil I'll III III CoHlr', iiiancr' et domin' | 

With l)ic hirdship and castle, the advowson of the church sub- 
•e()uently pniscd into the hands of the renowned Richard earl of 

■ ■■ NiitwJtli'Uriillnit tlili gnml. lUlpb NsiltlD rirver oautnail Itie title ut Karl or 
RlDlitnunil." Nliuilu^Hjnnpiliaf tho I'mirvge, p. bSS, framTbiM rwrage Report, p. 102. 

f "Abunl thM IStliorilla. It. hs o1itiUn«) tliv King"* oluu^r rum wmkly iiutrkct ever; 
MuiiUaj K( Ml ■■lunar or MiUilluliMii, m aim ■ jKorly hlr kl lliat pluv U tb? fout day uT 
RL Albiild tin Vlriiln, the patran nint of tbal pbuiQ." 

I llu ll» liitimul miliar ■ kUUkI; tomli la Uu> nliurfh nf Hlnlndrtip, ulJoinlDE to lUbf, 
In tbo no. Durluni. Wbilskor my (1. S4S), Uul " undur tliu vsrl tha |>nwer aid 
■plmiilouroftliaNsvllailuulBUaiiiwttnBbeiifbirmitwbicb tlicj>ulii«quenM; dei^iiiied T 
that '•howtaUif iMtoftliBNoTilMlntliH riglit tine wbo wu ■eboj of Mitldlphaiu uid nt 
lla ilo|>nu]eniil<«i" and tlial " liaiuxrfurtl ■ wn bmr nu man iif tbe fiRl line of tho MotUa 
at Mbldlahun." On tlila latter point Sarlua mjt (Hiat. of Durham, it. 152), ■> Hie 
Vurkililr* raatlm ol Mlddleham and Sheriff Tlutton, and nuxaj « dc|iendeul nunor, and 
Diaiif a blr uutlicrii lordililp, wnm wptlled nn the iaiue of the tint nrll teeouA jmncely 
allianc*." It rnnit, bawoier, Iw n>nienibvre<l that the *|ilmdouc of the weoiid line al 
Nevlllu, wlikh aupcomlad t<i Middtaham, gimll; nirpaasod tliat at (be flnt ; anil thai the 
Itmnilaon ol tlila mrl—tliv luhcrilor of Itila caille and ila atlmiduit duniaiua — b; hia onioD 
will] Uia briruM uT tha buoH at Warvicli, irianM Uu tare ut Ne*ille to the higbiM 
|iltdi of mannMnincw and powtr. 

I OUDndariuui liKfUta, {hhi Mort. \i>l. i> |.. Z06. 



pREPAce. xiii 

Warwick, and at length, as will hereafter be shewn,* became 
eventually vested in Richard duke of Gloucester, 

Prior however to that period, on the 25th of Jan. in the ninth 
year of Edw. IV. the king granted licence t to John Cartmell to 
found a chantry of our Lady in the church of Middleham, to pray 
for the soul of the founder | and all Christian souls. 

This chantry, forming the eastern portion of the south aisle, 
from which it is now separated by rails, as it formerly was by a 
screen, and extending more than half the entire length of the 
choir, to which it is united by an arch, filled with a recently 
erected parclose, seems to have been founded and endowed on the 
21at day of July, A". 10 Edw. IV. a few months after the grant of 
the royal licence. 

The following interesting particulars relating to it, are extracted 
at full length from Whitaker's Richmondshire : § — 



' Tub CHAUsravE of o 



R Ladve in 1 

MVDDELMAM 



i Pahvshg CituncHB 



Roben Amlilcr, Jncumbeat, of the aig^ of Uvi. yeres, lerned, of hoaeet 
conversacioD and qualities, having no other promodoos but onclye the 
rei enewe of his saydc chauntrye ; also there is one other prysl || in the sayd 
parytihe at the fyndiag of the paraoa there \ the same chauntrye is witlun 
tho sayd dmrche, the neceesito thereof is to minister sacrami'nts, having 
ccKXx. hawsclyog people in the aayde paryshi' : then- is no lands sold ne 
alyenat«d sithe the nxiii. day of Novembfr, a", reg. r, nuper Hen. VIII. 
mvil. 



4oe Intfnil. infn. |>p. I, 1. 
" Pro Canur. Joti1« ChtrUnBli 
m Rot. Pat, (In Turn LoiKliiivi 
■' Thsre n* ■ cliMitrj' lioru, nt I 



ia MidUuun." Miildlsliam MHS. See >lio C>l«n- 
li). p. SIS. 

Bulijir ol Bt. H1U7, Itar tl>« kuI of John Cwtnidl, 
llilacburoh." Uwton^ Ciillenioiii, •ol. ii. p. 511?, 
t Vol. I. p. U4I. 

II Tlwn can Iwi UUle duuhl llul Uiu " oiie otlier prjM " here alluiliHl (a wu tiis iuiiiui> 
irr fcr dlrina wniiwa ■ndol%Mu( wLammcuUan vlU b«rumul lutholDWHluctluii, {i. i'). 



PBEFACE. 



The yerelj value of the a 



i shall appere by the particlera of 



thexj 

In reprisia yerely going furthc of the same . . . xii, 

And 90 remaneth elere ..... cviii 

Goods. ornaraeDts, and plate pertening to the same, ae apperith by ii 

ventory, viz., goods plate xiii ounces, parcel! gilte. 



eCiia 



Mtd 



E Parvi 



IIB CilURCHE O 



Robert Ambler, incumbent, of the foundacion of John Cartemele, to 
th'cntent to pr&ye for the aoule of the founder and all christeu soules. and to 
heipe to do dyrine servyce iu the sayde churche, and to kepe one yerely 
obyte to the charge of xiu«. iiiic^. as apperyth by foundacion dated ixi. die 
Junii, Addo reg. R. E. 4. decimo. 

The same is nythyn the said church, and the necessitye is to pray for 
the soule of the founder, and all christen soulea, and to do dyvyne servyce 
in the sayde chiirche ; and the uaae is observed and kepte accordinglye. 
There is no lands or tenementes, solde, alienated, put awey, or entryd into 
sithens the statute, 

Goodes, omamenta, and plate perl«ynyng to the e 
pcryth by inventory, that iB to seye, goodes valued at x 
plate xlviii*. 

Goodes ..... 

Plate ..... 

Firsle, a certen yerely rent of vil. comyng out of 
the late monasl^rye of Seynt Agatha,* paid by the 
late lorde Scrope, a fennor of the said late monasterye, 
comjing forth of the landes and leoemenles in Hud- 
deawell, Tunstall, and Scotton 

Paiable yerely to the kiugea majestie for the tenthes 

And BO remayneth clere 



? chauntrye as ap- 
r. 'lid. oh. and 



xlviiu. 



\\l. wherof 



"CuiiuiB du MjrdlehuD, Rotwrtu» Anin< 



Valor Kdvluiulinu, ii 



But this was not the only religious foundation then existing; 
there was another, although not within the church, yet within the 
parish of Miildlcham. Of this not a vestige now remains, nor 
did there even in Dugdale's day ; for in speaking of the college, 
he adds,* "All that we know of an hospital here is hoxa Leland, 
who in his Itinerary says there is at the est end of Middleham a 
little hospital, with a chapel of Jesus." Some fields, however, 
not far from the eastern extremity of the town, retain to the pre- 
sent day the name of " Chapel- fields," the only existing memorial 
of its desecration. Doubtless chantry, hospital, and chapel all 
sank beneath the rapacious hand of him who styled himself 
" Fidei Defensor." And their places are now worthily supplied 
by the Union workhouse, and two barn-like conventicles ! 

" Hcii ! C[uanlmn muUtiu «b illu." 
" Proh '. pudor inieniique mnrM," 



The venerable church, however, stil] rears its embattled tower on 
the summit of a gentle eminence overlooking the beautiful and 
verdant valley of the Yore, and bearing though it does the weatlier- 
stain of ages, seems capable of enduring for centuries yet to come. 
Long may its beautiful peal of bells t fling their sounds of melody 
abroad, inviting ever and anon those who hear them, to worship 
within the walls of that hallowed fane, where our pure branch of the 
holy catholic church offers to Almighty God the daily sacrifice of 
prayer and prnise ! 



■ HoDHliion, Tol. t). p. 7fl1 . 

+ Xbtn vn* ronuorlj but Ihrw belli in tho lonpt. TIib pnwnl MCcllant p«»t 
at ^ wu (j.n. IflitI), will) »ll iJis conlinnant. npcnH, tlio maniHoiint gift to tlis 
I«rUli uf MiddlKliuu <>r the lat« John Braue, Exj. uf Middlataui lUU, n 
hf liit Dxplivw Mid moew ir Obriatupliar Ti^iliafn, Kaii. 



Dr. Whitaker,* speaking of this structure, remarks that "of 
the original fabric of the church scarcely a vestige remains, save a 
few fragments in the tower. The present building is plain and 
handsome, of rather late Gothic, and not very ample dimensions ; 
but it contains some very curious objects and matters of difHcult 
speculation.'* 

Through the kindness, however, of an eminent archiEologiat, 
who has in the most handsome manner placed his beautiful aiid 
erudite MS. journal at the disposal of the Editor, he is enabled to 
add the following valuable and interesting details of the sacred 
edifice: — 

" When Richard III, possessed the castle, he raised the rectory 
to a deanery, and intended to build a college,t but his purpose 
was frustrated by death. The church was never rebuilt in the 
usual cruciform collegiate shape; but is of the ordinary form, with 
a western tower. The south aisle extends more than half way 
along the choir, X aud there is an original vestry on the north side. 

"The only portion of the present church which can be decisively 
pronounced Norman is a fragment of a zig-zagged moulding, which 
has been round either R door or a window, and is now inserted 
high op in the exterior of the north aisle. This stone is quite 



where il ii laid tha (aundatioiu oT Ilia oullFgF had ■rtiull}' bcvn Ui'l U Ibv period al 
Kiahud^ pmulUK deccsue. *' Ir this wmj inlondad for iba cullcfikla liuildlng." 
ramuki Wliitjkkar, i. 338, "and Ilicchiireli wore lucBDlto mnun »lu!ra il wu, howoTct 
mnionient aueb an amu^mcnt wimld have b«ii tor Uia taatif and luwd. it mual hai-a 
btfco vorj incommodioiu la ihu dean mod cangnA. Yot tbcro arc audi iualAneca: iho 
collage <>' MaDcbeater ia al a catwdstmlile diatanoc troni tlie calleglata church, and tlial of 
Kirk-Omid alill brlher, Iwt ndtliar m tuauAa M llic fuuadatiiiii Field Inrni Uu church 
uf Middleham." 
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enougli to shew how erroneous Wlii taker was, when he asserted 
there were no remains of a church built by the Norman lords.* 

" It will be perceived on a careful examination that there are 
abundant evidences of the shell of the present building being 
early- English, for, though the mouldings are meagre and deficient, 
atill some exist which are decisive on the point. The tower arch, 
the arches of the nave, and the main walla of the choir, are all 
very clearly early-English, The tower arch dies into the walls; 
its mouldings, as well as those of the other arches, are merely 
chamfered ; and, Lf that were the only feature to judge by, it would 
be vain to assign any particular date to these portions, but the 
abacus of the capitals in the nave is fortunately very decidedly 
early-English in its character. Tbe jambs of the doorway in 
the south aisle of the nave are also very clearly early- English, with 
somewhat later mouldings than the other portions of this style ; 
the arch has been inserted. The height of the early-English 
chancel appears from the north side, where the corbel-table which 
was under the parapet is perfect the whole length. The east end 
is flanked by early-EngUsh buttresses, and there is another in the 
centre. Beneath the present east window are two low plain square 
windows (now blocked up), which have been considered by some 
to be the windows of a former crypt ; but from careful measure- 
ment I conceive that this is quite impossible, and that the arrajige- 
mcnt of the east end consisted of four lights, two above other two, 
similar to the plan to be seen in the chancel and transepts of the 
church of Darlington. 

" In the fourteenth century several alterations in the Decorated 
style, tliea prevalent, were made. The end windows of the north 
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and south aisles, the nave clerestory, the sacristy gn the north of 
the choir, the two square windows above the early-English corbel- 
table before referred to, and the great east window (which is re- 
markable as having yo?*r lights), of flowing tracery, are of this date. 

" The Perpendicular additions consist of the western tower 
(which is very good), the side windows of the north and south 
aisles (very late), and the porch. 

" Of the Debased style are the remains of the stalls, cut up and 
inserted in the modern pews, 

" Such is a brief history of the architecture of Middleham col- 
legiate church : let us now proceed to its various ornaments, not 
noticed in the above sketeh. 

" In the tower about half way up is a stone fire-place,* which 
appears to be of very late date, and is partly composed of ancient 
tonib-Btones> One has an elaborate cross, sword, and wand sculp- 
tured on it; another, a part of a cross and keys; and a third, 
with the base of a cross and sword, the inscription — "iSolifrt' 
itlCSfiaill." There is also part of a sculptured tomb-stone, with 
a base of a cross, built into the lower part of the tower. In a 
recent clearing of the formerly blocked tower-arch, were taken 
out a stone with a cross pat^e, and also part of n ligurc, which 
has either been an image or a sepulchral effigy, 

" In the western part of the nave stands the font — a modern 
circular basin, with a good, though plain, florid cover, curiously 
painted. The roof has been underdrawn within the last century. 
There are marks of screens across the whole churcli, on the two 
piers of the nave, first from the east ; and when the rood-screen 

* " Thfl i'tKrj cluunber hu s Hre-plue. aligut nhich uv wrought tip nvenU rngmaoW 
of lliB fUnl church. A (ragmenl of one (jnvo-iUmo jii partiruiir hiu mil u|nm il two Iwj^ 
•ablonuof the office of •ome uicienl ooiwtahlo orthcmitla." WbiUkhar, Illohin, i, VH. 



was alao remaining, this part of the nave must have possessed a 
peculiarly gurgeous and imposing appearance. 

" At the south of these two piers formerly stood an altar-tomb, 
supposed to be that of St. Alkelda, on which payments of money 
were required to he made ( as on the tomb of John Haxby, in 
York Cathedral ) ; this remained within the memory of man. The 
pulpit now stands nearly on the same spot. 

" The ehoir is occupied by some new stalls for the canons, in lieu 
of the original ones demolished by a former dean.* There is under 
the altar-steps a porljon of a brass inecripljon, nearly obliterated ; 
a line seems to be hid by the steps, the part seen appears to be — 

" &)lc itttt RUBlM' tframaa SpiD'm faa' 
tttinia 1 . . . . 



Tlie comer pieces of brass are all lost, A stone within the altar- 
rails bears marks of a black letter inscription, but it is completely 
illegible; Along the south wall of the choir is a large rude recess 
cut out, which probably had a seat and served as the sedilla ; at 
the east end of it is a piscina ( lately opened out), in an unusual 
position. The whole of the elevation on which the communion 
table stands is modem. The roof of the choir is described as 
having been of black oak, pannclled, but is unfortunately under- 
drawn, similarly to the rest of the church ; there are vestiges of a 
cross on the choir gable. 

" North Aisle,— In tlie tops of the side windows are old tomb- 
stones cut up, one has a good early wIieel>cross and chalice; the 
west window is a small square one grated. 

" In the east window of the south aisle are five good heads in 
the stAined-glass fragments ; one n pccuharly fine one, nimbed. 



but no connected subject is now to be discovered. The passion 
of St. AJkeldo was depicted here, glowing "in colours richly 
dight,^* and her own figure yet remains, with a napkin twisted 
round her neck. This east window, near which is a candle- 
bracitet, is in that part which is comprised in the choir portion of 
the church ; and here was the chantry of our Blessed Lady, 
founded by John Cartmele. At the extreme west end of this 
aiste is placed upright a fine slab, which formerly rested on four 
pillars, in another part of the church.* Prom the legend it must 
have come from Jervaulx Abbey, but when is not recorded; it 
reads — 

SDiatr. pro. a'i'a. bompnt. Bobtiif. ^iranitKin. abbai*. 

inii'. Uomi. JomaMila. bictelmt dc'Di. 
Between each word are thorn leaves, at the bottom of the stone 
more than usual ; the diapering of the centre is also composed of 
thorn leaves, which, with a lun, form a rebus on the name. Out 
of the tun springs a pastoral staff, behind which is a mitre, and at 
the sides the initials " K. JT," On two shields at the top, hung 
by bands, are devices, one the usual monogram — "iftf" — the 
other an M with spear and sponge. The whule is in good 
preservation. 

" There is nothing remarkable about the sacristy. In the porch 
there is a three-foiled niche above the outer door-way, and a 
mutilated bracket in the north-east corner of the porch itself. 
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" At the deanery is a gothic door bearing Decorated mouldings ; 
it perhaps belonged to a rectory house converted into the deanery, 
{as was the vicarage at Darlington) ; in the wall of an adjoiniog 
out^house, attached to the same, is a curious tomb-stone, only 
I foot 9 inches long, with two wheel-crosses of unusual design, 
which probably commemorated two children. 

" Let into the rear of a dwelling, opposite the principal front of 
the castle, are also two mutilated sculptures ; one a pheasant or 
peacock, the other apparently a stone rood, with the Saviour 
extended on the cross between St. Mary and St. John, or perhaps 
the two Marys." 

In a volume like this, professedly devoted to ecclesiastical mat- 
ters, it may seem for a moment irrelevant to introduce any details 
merely of a secular nature; yet, associated as the castle of Mid- 
dleham was with both the earlier and later fortunes of its church, 
it is impossible to pass it over altogether unnoticed. 

It has been already observed that the massive and gloomy Keep, 
forming the original pile, and still surviving the lapse of centuries, 
was the work of Robert Fitz-Randolph, third lord of Middteham. 
From him it passed in regular succession to his lineal descendants, 
male and female, until it came into the hands of king Henry VI. on 
the forfeiture of Richard Neville earl of Salisbury.* After that 



* Richud Neiille, earl of Salisborj, vu Ibe eld«M Min irf lUlph NbtUIo, «u1 of WeM* 
morelKud, K.G. bj bis wcond wifs J«ne, daughter or John o[ Gkant. Prom ntUTTUig 

Alice, the daughter snd heir of Thoouu de Montwate, eitrl of Satiibarr, K.Q. be wu 
created earl of Saliilmrj, and was appointed lord great chamberlain of England, 39 Hen. 
VI. but waa beheaded ot York ihonJy afterwarda, Hi> cideatun Richxril, K.O. acquired 
the airldom otWaraiek bj mnrrying Anne, Bister siid hoir to Henry dulio of Warwick, 
and ia ciflehrated in the historj of England as the " King-maker," from his great influean 
and power. TestameDta VctuBta, p. 2ST : Hallted'a Rich. III. i. 115, 116. 



event the csstle, with an annaity of 100 marks accruing ttom 
certain manors in Wenaleydale, was granted by the king (a* 38 
Hen. VI.) to sir John Neville (brother to Ralph first earl of West- 
moreland, and uncle to the earl of Salisbury) as constable for UFe, 
but the feudal fortress, with all its vast domains, manors, and 
retainers, on the accession of Edward IV. reverted to its rightful 
beir, the renowned Kichard earl of Salisbury and Warwick ; and 
after his untimely death, at the battle of Bamet, was allotted to 
Richard duke of Gloucester, who had married the lady Anne 
Neville, Warwick's younger daughter. 

" Some interesting scenes of English history have taken place in 
and around this castle. Hence the earl of Salisbury marched 
through Craven at the head of 4,000 Richraoodshire men to the 
battle of Blorehealh. Here, too, according to Stow, the bastvxl 
Falconbridge was beheaded, a.d. 1471. On a neighbouring plain, 
Edward IV. having been committed to Uie charge of archbishop 
George Neville, at Middleba.m, being indulged with the privilege 
of hunting, and having probably bribed his keepers, escaped on a 
fleet horse to York, and thence to Lancaster, where he resumed 
the government. Here Edward, son of Richard III. was bom ; 
and here the father, green in years hot old in craft and cruelty, 
amidst the sports of the field or the appearances of devotion, 
meditated no doubt some of those tragedies which time and pre- 
judice have left so mysterious." * 

• WhiMk*r'( RidUDOnrUitr*. i. MS. 

Hodrrn iweanA h**, hDwcier, oonudcfmblj modilled Ihnw fl*t«n«nta. El bu b«m 
diMnretad from tin Fodti*, HM Bdmrd IV. while nld to b* tlw pRHinar nf arehbiahop 
Nnilld. *M M Ml Ubert<r, anil diHBg aeti sT ngal powsr: vbOa tb* bin^npbrr of Klchanl 
III. if abe kM Bol etmiilcUl; fmnrfd A«B Hi olMnvtar Bivny rtaln. hai U liM>*ililuo<id 
«n<flci«it FTidcncc ui wmM (arloui dMbM W hia alkf^ «iaw* In *•«; rMlwui^ moi. 
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With respect to the edifice itself very few particulars can be 
given.* 

The small remnins of this once magnificent castle stand on tlie 
south side of the town. ]t consists of an outwork fortified witli 
four towers, inclosing a body or keep. This envelope is in figure 
a right-angled parallelogram of 210 feet by 1/5 ; it« greatest length 
running north and south, and each of its sides forming one of the 
cardinal points of the compass. As a specimen of architecture 
Middleham is an unique but not a happy work. Tlie Norman 
keep, the fortress of the first lords, not being sufficient for the vast 
trains and princely habits of the Nevilles, was inclosed by a com- 
plete quadrangle, which almost entirely darkened what was dark 
enough before, and the first structure now stands completely insu- 
lated in the centre of a later work. 

This building, which is much higher than the outwork, is of a 
shape similar to it. The main building is unequally divided by a 
wall which runs from north to south, and here still remain the 
broken stairs. 

The entrance into this caatle was by a very strong arched gate- 
way on the north side. The remnants of a moat t now appear on 
the south and east ; but the ditch is daily filling up with weeds 
and rubbish : the leaden pipes, for the conveyance of water, wore 
taken up within the memory of the mother of a person now 
living. In 1663 it appears as if the castle was occupied by 



* Tho falloniDK mraioriids of lliv culle uiil town bate been priaclpall; mllMtod tevai 
VhlUkat't RiofaiDondihln, i. 342 i AUudf'* WeaalijiUlo, pp. 79, SU : Wliilo'a lliftorr 
atth» Konh Hiding of Yurluhira, pp. G17, 618 ; bimI the Qcntlemui'a Maguiiio, lxiii>. 

t Sidoa tlie Above wu wrillun lliit niutt b coniplelDl} filled up, itnil not * Imce of li 
Din* mnftlii^ 'llilt U«ii Iwuti (lopu wltliin tlif* Uvl twantj ynu%. 

CAMR. toe. d 
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lord Loftus,* who probably held it by lease from the crown, where 
the property seems to be. t The duke of Leeds holds the sinecure 
office of " Governor of Middleham Castle ;" and, as cliief bailiff 
of Richmondshire, he holds here a court baron and view of frank 
pledge for suits under 40s- 

As it is, — majestic in decay, — Middleham Castle is the noblest 
work of man in the county of Richmond, Without any natural 
strength, except that of standing upon a little elevated rock, the 
views up and down Wensleydale are delightful ; but at a time when 
little gratification was taken in by the eye, the idea of property 
would supersede the feelings of taste, and the Nevilles would survey 
with pleasure the ample domains around them, not because they 
were picturesque or beautiful, but because they were their own. 

A word on the town itself ere this preface draws to a close. 
Middleham is situated on a gentle rising ground in the most fertile 
and open part of Wensleydale, a short distance from the south 
bank of the river Tore, in the wapentake of Hangwest, and is a 
small but ancient and well-built market town, containing several 
neat mansions occupied by respectable families.| As a place of 
trade it never had any high interest ; but on the adjacent moor, 
which has long been famed as a school of the turf, many celebrated 
racers have been trained.} With the exception of tlte church and 
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* See [ntrodtiolKnip tit/ra, p. 2fl. 

t " Wbfltber th« lord of iht Buu 
ceiuJa ; M ill tnaU the Duv;*, a 
Il» Dtltl* b;)R>°> '■™>' ''■^ crawn, in cotueqaeDH otnhivh llul officp, ■ nunniDM, il 
now T<atc4 ID hi* grw thr duka of Leeds." WliiUktr** Kuhnwndibin, L H9, 

t The populMion of UUdkluun. accoHiog to WblUkor fi. S19>. m, ia 1811, Til : 
I7 lh« IhI eeuu, Ukui in l$tl,itb*d incnud In 93U. 

I Tha toUowiaS pMMgB from > trtlcrwrioen in 1537 ihrn in wfau ctfioMion IHt* 
dMriet WH IhtB UU far IW brmd of honM -.— " Tlw Ungl biehoMi (Uoaj Vin.) » M 
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castle, it does not possess many objects of interest. In the market 
place there is an ancient cross, and in the upper part of the town 
is a curious flight of double steps, with a recumbent figure on one 
side : this is now so mutilated as almost to baflUe inquiry ; but it 
has been suggested by an antiquarian friend that it might represent 
the bear, a portion of the cognizance of the earl of Warwick. 
With greater probability, however, it may he assumed as the 
emblem of the silver boar, which, it is well known, was the pecu- 
liar Itadge of Richard duke of Gloucester. This surmise is borne 
out by the circumstance of that portion of the town still retaining 
the name of " the Swine Market ;" and it has been stated by some 
of the older inhabitants that, in their earlier days, the figure, then 
in tolerable preservation, was a boar.* Middleham still contains 
one or two Tudor houses ; but within the last few years several of 
the most ancient edifices have been pulled down. 

Its neighbourhood, however, is rich not alone in objects of anti- 
quarian and historic lore, but also in the beauty and richness of its 
natural scenery ; and possessing, as it does, most comfortable 
accommodation for the tourist, seems a spot well adapted, from its 
central situation, for a resting-place to the lover of the one or the 



great cbtrge wilh lii« Mnda at muM at Thamborough Mid othar pUcw, vhlcli are flna 
grDunds ; and I think thai at Jervaulx and in Iho gnngca Incident, with the help ot their 
great large conuaons, the king's higbnMi by good DTensen ihould have there the most 
beH paetore that should be in England, bard and sound of kind. For aaiureillj the brmd 
at Jemulx for hones vas the tried breed of the north ; the stallioos and mans so wall 
sotted that I tliink in no maim should wo Gnd the like to them, for there is high and 
largo grounds for the summer, and low grounds to servo them." 

• This fignre boats a strong resemblance, even in its jiresent dilapidated condition, lo 
the couchant boar on which Richard III. and his son Edward Priaco of Wales are repre- 
sented as standing id an engniviag, copied from » MS. in the College of Arms, and pre. 
axed lo the swoDd lolume of Halsted's Richard III. 
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admirer of the other i while he who fortunately is blessed with » 
taate for both may revel for days on the interesting and attractive 
objects in its vicinity. 

AVestward are the yet perfect remains of Bolton Castle, where the 
lovely and hapless Mary Stuart was erst a prisoner in the keeping 
of the lordly Scrope ; and still the spot is pointed out, bearing the 
name of the Queen's Gap, where this victim of misfortune was 
recaptured when endeavouring to escape from her prison home. 

Westward, also, are the beautiful church of Wensley, the recently 
discovered ruins of a preceptory of Knights Templars, and the 
far-famed and romantic Aysgarth Force, with the adjacent church, 
each of which will amply repay a visit. 

North is the magnificent natural terrace known by the name of 
Leyburn Shawl; and within a drive Richmond Castle, with its 
lofty and massive keep, as fresh and sharply chiseled as when, 
seven hundred years ago, earl Conan, laying its foundation upon 
the rocky bank of the Swale, reared that huge square tower, the 
walls of which, with their pinnacled turrets, have braved the dilapi- 
dating hand of time, and retain at this day their original dimensions 
and stability. 

South are the remnants of Coverham Abbev, where some of 
Middleham's earliest lords lie entombed; and in 8 sequestered 
spot, close by the romantic bed of the Cover, the little known, 
but curious fragments of St. Simon's chapel and holy well. 
While eastward are the extensive and well kept ruins of the once 
splendid abbey of Jervaulx ; and further still, tlie castle and 
church of Tan field, where lie enshrined the renowned lords 
Marmion, each under his marble sepulchre. These for the antiquary 
alone ; but for him who loves to read from Nature's book, and 
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delights in the works of hU Creator, all Wensleydale abounds with 
the picturesque and the beautiful. There are lofty dells and 
hcath-olad moimtains — there are hanging woods and precipitous 
rocks ; rivers winding, like the beauteous Yore, througli tlie rich 
and verdant meadows which gird its margin ; or, as the Cover, 
foaming and tearing its way over rocks and stones, far, far beneath 
the feet of him who stands on the summit of its precipitous and 
wood- bound banks. 

But here the editor must pause, nor indulge longer in expatiat- 
ing on those most interesting subjects which constitute his chicfest 
sources of amusement, and which have contributed to solace and 
to cheer him in many a sad hour of solitude and sorrow. 

In conclusion," he cannot close this preface without returning 
his sincere thanks to those friends who have aided him in his 
undertaking ; among the many whom he could name, they are 
principally due to Miss C. A. Halsted, the biographer of Richard 
Ill.t who, even before he had the pleasure of her personal 
acquaintance, generously placed her valuable MS. collections at his 
disposal. 

He is also deeply indebted to the Rev. G, C. Tomlinson, F.R.S., 
the incumbent of Coverbam, not merely for perusing the transcript 



* II ought not to bo puHd Dier nilhout Ewtico. Uut, muoli to [he orodil of tlie 
(uoOouVB douu and ntgiatnn ol Mlddloham — in wha» cuitody thpf an deposited — 
Itw iwinjr important documeni*, compriiiiig rajBl and eccIialaMJml Ikvncsa, gnuiu, and 
ohaiUire (dupllnlst of which an to be found in the •arioua lUlo-paptr ufficn in London], 
together wilh the otlior mununenli belaDging to tbia deatier}, have Imoi kept with the 
mat •pnipuloiu UUT. and a» at the prment dajr in moat oacolleat pnaerratjon, although 
oxteiidiDg oier a puriod at noarl; ISO jioais ! 

t "Rlclianl III. an Dukeof aitiuciAar and Kiogot l^igland." 2Tol>.g>a. Langmaii* 
and Co. IM4. A work alHiundlno in dni>i< rtwearch and nlnalilg inronoatioD, liowetiT 
opii^on* majr diffpt on Ih* ounduiiiuiia at which Itie author haa arrli^. 



of his MS., but also for much important local information, and 
for tho USB of several rare and valuable works ; to W. G. J. 
Barker, Eaq,, of Harmby, for his ready aid in collating ancient 
documents, and furnishing him with extracts from his notes, col- 
lected with reference to an intended work on the antiquities of 
AVensloydale ; and to William Hylton Longstaife, Esq., of Norton, 
the UHb of whose Archteological Journal has already been grate- 
fully acknowledged. 

To these, and to the authorities of the British Museum, horn 
whom he experienced every facility in the prosecution of hi« 
researches, ho desires to return tliose acknowledgements which 
ar« so justly due. 

The editor trusts that the professional avocations which neces- 
sarily CAUscd his absence from London during the time that this 
book was passing through the press will be accepted as an 
apology for any msual inaccuracies which may be discorered. 
Owing, however, to tho great kindness of the Messrs. Xichola, 
who aw ever ready and desirous to promote the objects of the 
Camden Society, the-se, it is hoped, will be found but few and of 
little consequence ; and he sends forth this volume to thai sodety 
with an earnest wish that it may prove, albeit a small, yet not an 
unacceptable addition to the ecdesiaatical anmds of our country. 

W.A. 
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THE RECTORS OF MIDDLEHAM 
BEFORE ITS ERECTION INTO A COLIiBGIATB CHURCH. 

Temp. Inatitut. Rectores. Patxx>ni. Vacat. 

iD'ns. Nevill de 
Raby 
Joh'es D'ns. de 
Raby 

17 July, 1378 Mr. Ric. de Yeddingham idem p' resig. 

D'ns. Job. Alwent, Cap. Rad. Com. W'land p* resig. 
23 Oct. 1399 D'ns. Ric. dePykering^CL idem 

D'ns. Will. Reson p' mort. 

2 Mar. 1426 D'ns. Petr. Fryston, Pbr. Job' Com*»"» Wland p' resig. 

22 Sep. 1430 D'ns.Robt.Knayton9Cap. eadem p' resig. 

15 Dec. 1434 D'ns. Job. Cartmell, Cap. eadem p' resig. 

10 Dec. 1437 D'ns. Job. Strangland, eadem 

Pbr. 

D'ns. Will. Beverley p' prom. 

Torre^s PectUiarsy p. 1350. 
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FoRUER publications * of the Catnden Society have brought 
before our notice Richard Duke of Gloucester, as continually 
engaged in the intrigues of a court or the storms of civil war, 
while for four centuries both his person and character have been 
the theme of almost universal vituperation. Into these subjects 
it is not the province of the editor of the present volume to enter ; 
and, in truth, there is now the less occasion for it, since the 
volumes of Miss Ilalsted have appeared in the field of literature. 
This talented and zealous writer has adduced a host of authorities, 
apparently proring that his personal deformity existed but in 
the libels of an opposing faction, perpetuated in the pages of the 
poet and the novelist; while at the same time her researches 
seem to throw such light over the darker shades in his chequered 
career, as to induce the strongest presumption that he was not 
guilty of, or accessory to, those startling crimes which have 
been charged to his account. The limits, however, of the brief 
introduction allotted to this work, compel us to turn our attention 
from scenes of battle and of blood to other, and to us more 
interesting portions of his history. 

When, on the partition t of Warwick's vast domains between 
the sister heiresses, the lordship and manor of Middlehom, with 
its ancestral castle, became the fair heritage of Gloucester in 

* Htrtorie of Ihe Arrinl of Edwird tV. ; W>tkwurlh\ rhnnicls ; ud Polrdon 
Vergil i b«lag Co*. I. X. and XXVIU. oflhe Ckmilin Hmirl;-* publintion*. 
i- A..D. U73. 
CAMD. BOC. U 
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right of his wife,* the Lad^ Anne Neville, it assumed an extra- 
ordinary interest in his eyes. It may have been the beauty and 
fertility of the region in which it lay, atill rendering Wensleydale 
an object of attraction to the lover of God's handiworks, — it may 
have been the reminiscences t of his earlier days, when within its 
feudal walla he first learnt the art of war from the princely War- 
wick, or whispered the soft breathings of affection into the ear of 
his gentle daughter : it may have been all or any of these ; but 
certain it is, that, though the pomp and circumstance of state, or 
the high duties of his vice-regal station, may have compelled him 
the while to unfurl his banner, and reside within the time-worn 
walls of Pontefract, f yet ever and anon did he escape from these 
to Middleham, "the centre and the home of his domestic affec- 
tions."' 

Here then it was that the royal Gloucester resolved to establish 
a foundation, which might for ever attest hia reverence for the 
honour and glory of God. To quote the language of that inde- 
fatigable historian § to whom we have already alluded, "It was 
not alone the restoration of castles and strongholds that occupied 
Gloucester's attention, and called forth his munificence ; to his 
honour let it be recorded, that religion, || and the worship of God 

* HalKctlV Ricliird IH. vol. i. p. 29«. 

t Strickland'* Queunt at EngUnd, -vol. iii. pp. 432, 433. 

t RichAnlDukoofGlouoeBter, made bigli coiuUMd of EdkIu^ S9 Feb, 1472, raided 
at PanKbwet w obisf HneBcbal of the king*! duchj ot L^DoaatAT in the north parM. 
^Flumplon Comnponde&ce, p. 2S, nat«. 

I Halatod's Richard III. Tol. L pp. SOO, 301. 

II The Uarleian Callfntioo conlainj a memorable iiuUnoe oT Richard'H borror or 
■scrilege In a letter. '* whereby the king (ealliDg to renifflnhmunnj the dreadfutle aenlencB 
ef Ihe churehe ol Ood, jevon ajenit alls' thaw penonncs which wilfull; attempt to uaurfi 
uniti thcmullTea, njenil good conipienpe, pameiuaiis or otiior thingi of rij^hl b«longiti^ to 
(lod and liii said ohurcho, and the grel perillo of njulo whieho maj cniue bjr the aame), 
eommoiida tliat SO ainta and more ot pmtare within the parhe uf PnnntTr^, whieh wa« 
tak<in ftvn. Uic prluur aad ecmiDot of PottutfreU about the lUtl. jen of K. Ed«. tl 
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in temples consecrated to lits service, was fully as much the object 
of his active zeal and attention as the repair of those defensive 
fabrics that suited his warlike temperament. Wliitaker states, in 
hb most interesting History of Rich men dshire, ' that that county 
abounds with memorials of this prince's bounty to cliarities and 
religious-houses.* ' He seems,' adds this able writer, ' to have 
divided his residence for a considerable time between his castle 
here (Middleham), and that of Sklpton. He bestoweth liberally 
on the monks of Coverham • and the parish of Skipton, for the 
repair of their respective churches : ' but under the walls of his 
own castle, his favourite Middleham, he meditated greater things, 
and greater things he did indeed accomplish." 

During Gloucester's sojourn in the metropohs, and even amid 
the splendour of that " festive scene, which had induced his visit 
to the court of Edward IV.," the solemnization of the marriage of 
his infant nephew the Duke of York with the heiress of the 
house of Norfolk, the Lady Anne Mowbray, he seems to have 
turned his attention to the project which had long occupied his 
mind, of amplifying the parish church of Middleham, by founding 
and incorporating there n college for a dean and six secular priests. 
The royal wedding occurred on the 15th of January, 1477, aud on 
the 2lat day of February, in the same year, Richard's exertions 
were crowned with success ; and ** a licence" was granted by 
King Edward, " for erecting the church of Middleham into a 
collcge."t 



Im rcstarwl onto them. Yovtn l)i* 2d d*; or Octobn, an. primo." M8S. llul. 433, 
lol. 111.,-^M alK> Mi« Hilited^ ■ilininHlB reniuh* un Uiu itocument, Kli^huil III. 
nLH. pp. 171, 17S. 

■ QlmKsUr ubuincd, in Uii, divrevenionortUn muuir i>rCot<ird>lc(iitlu Rat. Pm.). 
■ dlMrict in elo4e lool connexion with Uio Hiddliham doauin. 
n Chutcn, Appendix A. 
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Tlie sdvowson of the parish diurch and rectory of Middieham 
inu already rested in the duke in ri^t of hia heiress wife ; but, 
as the expense of maintaining the sis chaplains, foar clerks, clerk 
sscnstane, and choristers, of whom the foundation was to consist, 
mast necessarily bare fallen hearily upon the rector, he eitdea- 
Toured to provide a remedy by procuring the insertion of a clause 
in the royal licence, which empowered the new corporation to 
acquire lands of the valae of two hundred marks yearly, the 
statute of mortmain, or any other statute, act, or ordinance to the 
contrary thereof notwithstanding. 

Armed with this important document, the princely foonder 
proceeded to seek the sanction on his undertaking of one of tbe 
highest dignitaries within the realm of England. 

Middleham was then not merely within the province, but 
actually in the archdiocese of Yorit ;* Chester and Ripon, within 
each of which it has since suecessiTely been tocaUp situate, were 
neither of them in that day episcopal sees ; and the archiepis- 
copal ibrone was filled by Laurence Booth.t To him thereEoce 

* ChoUr wH(ne(BdiiilDaw»0Dthadi9*DltutimDf UieiiiOBMWrwstaip. DwyVin., 
a»i Ripon m nHorol la the ntgo of Waiiun tV., im lb* oniKi of lb* tjihafrif tl 

■^ -Uabai nm bT Bwit tram abnritj. Ha laBliB] M Cmbnilse, who* W pliinl 
p«M 4aUiBctiaB tat fail pn>Arin>7 is litenOm, t*«, md ^mwxj, Wha< itill ■ jMug 
■Miite«MCleciedlmdirfhMfaaoK,B»lckuoeifarar «hu ■annil;. U lU; b* *4b 
waM nMiiili of DmbB, while Hear; Tl. m* wmamO] kwg, l«t vadtr A* i^nwira 
rf Ife YdrkM*. M KlMa h« cDatiniHd Mwlil; MMcbcd. !■ bk old age br <nw Mtettrf 
waUdw^acof LoRiaiMKeUar. Hia ■ppointiiiBU hinHl oai ■ pot Wtan— h* SM 

tny'^'^ h^ Dwbam U Ywfc. Il« dW, ithet hkriag qoMlj yiwlil»l vtm Ikii 

fnitim I'Mwiwi Ih ■Mil fri" J'*" ^Mvif rtfah cinw. ^— ^o ain g f IM n , W «»d». 

•tnl] BMOMd UomU M hit t{irii»l 4mm.-— Chmpbdl-k Llm «f A* Lac4 Chuwdha. 
Ml. i. p^ 3Vl d ftq. 

-Uansra BoMb. AnkUK« af UetiXMa. (MraM Robot VnOm (uBUMpaf 
nmlniii]. I'll ■■■ iiwn ■■!■ I "»i thb « » T «M b «T. liaT. H*ina ■«•■ of habcoba 
Ran, >tifeb b* kapl OB fc; *■-* i^' — "" "f CukbrH||r. ud t«H ITnacunnr «< 
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Richard naturally addressed himself for the confirmation of what 
had been already done ; aware that, without the approval of holy 
mother church, every arrangement which already had been or 
thereafter might be made must fall to tlie ground. From this 
illustrious prelate the pious designs of the royal founder expe- 
rienced the same facilities which they had already met with in the 
quarter to which he had first apphed. The archbishop, taking 
the matter into his grave consideration, proceeded, as a prelimi- 
nary step, to issue his commission,* bearing date, from his manor 
of Southwell, the 6th day of August, 147?*, and the second year of 
his translation, to Robert Bothe, Doctor of Laws, Dean of Yorkj 
William Poteman, Archdeacon of Cleveland, Henry Gillowc, 
Sub-dean, and Thomas Barow, Canon of York, to convoke the 
Archdeacon of Richmond, or his procurator, especially, and all 
others generally, to the said church of Middleham or to some 
other fit and convenient place, on a certain day appointed ; and the 
said parish church to erect into a college ; to make due inquiry into 
the profits of the same ; and to appoint a certain number of chap- 
lains and other ministers, providing for the governance of the 
same and the cure of the parishioners. 

At this period, the parish church of Middleham waa a rectory 
with cure of souls, in the diocese of York, and archdeaconry of 
Richmond, of which the advowson (as we have already stated) was 
vi-*ted in the Duke of Gloucester, and the rector who then filled 
the benefice was William Beverley. 



EnsUnJ in 1473. lis huill Ihi- rollrge giUes U Aiichlun.l, *!i1i »ump Bdjuining nllH. 
•a both oda of tho way, «t hu own eupmnfc After ha ImJ beKn Ui»lii.i) of Durf 
■boat Kmulj ]■■», lie wu Iniuklnl tg York, anil ou bariud in Ckwoo.) rliareh r 
that all;.'*— BandaraanV D(KTi|>lion ol ibe Cou»tJ ot DiuluuD. p. 78. 
* Hid<U(hMn Chutvn, Atipcailii 0. 
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•To him therefore (inasmuch as the consent of the incumbent 
was indispensably necessary to so great a change) Richard, on hia 
return from the metropolis, immediately applied to sanction his 
projected college. This sanction was at once and in the most 
cordial manner granted by Beverley, who doubtless had already 
been in those habits of familiar intercourse with the royal duke 
to which hia holy office would admit him. The consent of Wil- 
liam Beverley was conveyed in a document * displaying evident 
marks of having been prepared with the greatest skill and caution, 
and bearing date the twentieth day of January, 1478, only four 
days subsequent to an appHcation made by Gloucester to the Par- 
liament t then assembled in the painted chamber, Westminster, for 
permission to alienate for the benefit of his college the advowsoa 
of certain churches, which was granted. 

So far thenhis wishes were already carried out; but before the holy 
design could be completed there was another interest to be con- 
sulted, another assent to be gained, and that was the assent of the 
Archdeacon of Richmond, 1; a dignitary of very considerable power 
and influence within his archdeaconry, and whose jurisdiction, in 
consequence of his frequent residence at the Papal Court, was 
exercised by his commissary. Gloucester, whose munificence to 
the Church had been so well proved, would naturally experience 
but little diflBculty in obtaining tlie ready consent of both these 
parties, and accordingly we find, on the same day on which Wil- 
liam Beverley had resigned his rights as rector, an instrument was 
executed, conveying the consent of Doctor Thomas Pearson, 
Vicar General of the Archdeacon of Richmond, to the erecting of 
the church of Middleham into a college, until the sanction of the 



olmm Chuten, AppendU C. 



I See atia'a Uuii 



Appou 



1. p. 172. 
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archdeacon * himself could he procured, which, as we shall here- 
after see, was most elaborately conveyed by a future deed. 

All these preliminary assents having been thus satisfactorily 
obtained, and the documents conveying them duly executed, and 
laid before the above named commissioners, they in compliance 
with the directions of Archbishop Booth, who was at once ordinary 
and metropolitan, proceeded with the matters which were entrusted 
to their care ; and having cited and convoked tlie archdeacon of 
Richmond, or his procurator, and Master William Beverley, the 
rector, especially, and all others generally, on the 29th day of 
January, I478,t they assembled in the parish church of Middleham, 
and, finding that all proceedings connected with the royal founda- 
tion had been rightly and canonically performed, did then and 
there, in full form of law, with the sanction of all parties inter- 
ested therein, and before divers vritnesses, erect the same into a 
collegiate church, and decree that it should be so held and esteemed 
for ever; and William Beverley became the first Dean. 

The princely founder, having thus far seen his wishes advanced 
towards a successful completion, neglected not, amid the ever 
varying duties of his high and important station, the concerns of 
his new college; and accordingly we find that on the 4th day of 
July, in the 18th year of Edward IV. and within a brief period 
after the process of its erection had tahen place, statutes were 
promulgated for the proper government of its various members 
and officers ; statutes drawn up with the most consummate care 
and judgement, and bearing evident marks of the powerful mind 
which influenced the entire arrangements of the college. 

* TtaB archdeBcunr; of Rii^lunand wu mt this time fliled by that leunisl man, DoMor 
John Slierwvod, who wus luhifqneiilly appoialeil, in thi? jeai HSi, to the uu ur Dnrhun 
on the dKoiu of Buhciji Dudler. The archdearon lisd lieen sent eDibasudor into luly. 
whcrr he collnMed many grvat Greek iHHjks. He held the lee nine vua», and dii-d 1191. 
Sanderson's Dtscriplion of Durliam, p. 7S, + Middli;liani HSS, Appendix D. 
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By these statutes* the principal place and stall on the ri^U 
side of llie choir, called " Our Lady's " atallj is assigned to the 
dean, Sir William Beverley. 

The principal place and stall on the t^ side, called " Saint 
George's " stall, to the first priest, Sir Lawrence Eytoer. 

The next stall to the dean on the right side, railed " Saint Ca- 
tharine's " stall, to the second priest. Sir William Symson. 

The second stall on the hfl side, called " Saint Ninian's" atall, 
to the third priest, Sir Richard Cutler. 

The third stall on the right side, called "Saint Cuthhert'a" 
stall, to the fourth priest. Sir WiUiam Burntyait.t 

The third stall on the left side, called " Saint Anthony's" stall, 
to the fifth priest. Sir Henry Lonerhead. 

Tlte fourth stall on the ri(/ht side, called " Saint Barbara's" 
stall, to the sixth priest, Sir John Bell. 

To two of the clerks, stalls on the right side, and to the other 
two clerks, and to the clerk sacristan, called the minister for 
divine services and offices, stalls on the left side. 

And to the six choristers pews or places at the assignation of 
the said dean. 

These statutes, thus carefully drawn up, and still regulating the 
affairs of the college, were next submitted for approval and con- 
firmation to the highest authorities in church and state ; of this 
we have incontcstible evidence in a most important document,! 
to which we shall have occasion again to refer, and which contains 
the following passage : " And also certain very laudable statutes 
for the prosperous state and the safe direction of the said colle- 



• MTddlchtm MSfl. WhiukKrV RielunDndaliira, tg], i. p. 331'. 
t Pmbihlf ■ MliTf (if the faruh of Ktrtn-Malmanl. in whirh i 
dio nam?. 

f An'lihlitiop It<-tlfnin'> L'<inKnii*nuii. A]iiim-lii K, 
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giate church, and the present and future ministers thereof) were 
laudably and honourably published hy the mediation of the same 
dutce, and ttrengthened, corroboraleil, and established, with the 
firmness of the apostolical see ; we therefore," &c. 

The Duke of Gloucester having thus far proceeded, not merely in 
the nominal foundation of bis college, but having actually framed 
statutes for the government of the intended corporation, and by 
those statutes appointed the chaplains who were to 611 the several 
stalls, ue may naturally conclude that, in the prosecution of hia 
design, he would at once endeavour to procure, what doubtless 
had been his original desire, the exemption of his college and the 
parish of Middleham from the jurisdiction of the Ordinarj', so that 
the entire management might rest in the hands of the newly ap- 
pointed Dean. But here an unforeseen event occurred to prevent 
the immediate completion of his wishes. 

Archbishop Booth, who had so heartily concurred in aiding 
him to carry out his pious design, and under whose auspices 
the actual foundation had been accomplished, was in the year 
1480 called to enter into his rest, leaving to his successor the 
completion of what he had already commenced, lliat successor 
was Dr. Thomas Rotheram,* who on the decease of Lawrence 

* " He owed fail elevation lo hi* own meriu. Hia bmilj luma WH Scot, unitliutnteil 
to Englmod *t Hut time, and inilnd of it he ununod tlie lume of tlie lawn in wlilch be 
am. He (tudied at King's Collc^, Canibriilgc. and wu one or Che earlieal rellowi 
I* loyti foandaliun. whicli W Knee pruduced u manjr dlntJnguiibiNi men. He waa 
at of Pembroke Hall, and cbaacellur at thia nniTBnlt;. For hia leaming 
and pieljr he waa at an early ago (elected to ba chaplain to Ven, ISth Eari of Oxford, 
•nd he waa then talten iaio the Mrvice of Edmird IV. Being a ateadj Yorldat, he waa 
Bade Biataop ot Itocbester in HOT, and tnnalaled la Lincoln in 1171. To flobb (he 
notieo of bii ecolniaatieal digniliet, I axj mentjon bero (hat in HSO he became Arch- 
blabirp of Yorli, and that be received ■ red hat frtMU iLe pope, with tbe title of Cardinal 
Bt> CcoillB." (CampbBll'i Una of Ibe Chauoallan, vol. L p. 583, ch. S3}. The Atcb- 
CAUD. SOC. C 
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Booth was translated from Lincoln to fill the archiepiscopal see 
of York. However anxious Gloucester might have been to ex- 
pedite all the arrangements of his new Foundation, so that they 
might receive their final confirmation from the sovereign pontiff, 
these events, as we have already observed, necessarily delayed 
their completion. For so many would be the official engagements 
of the new prelate, on coming into his dioceae, that even sup- 
posing him, as the event proved, most favourably disposed 
towards Duke Riehard and his college, some time must unavoid- 
ably elapse before he could examine into and satisfy himself as 
to the concessions he ought to make. Tlie issue of the scrutiny, 
however, proved as favourable as the princely founder could 
desire, and on the 24th day of March, 14S1, not many months 
after his translation, the archbishop, from his manor of Battersey, 
issued a document,*" not merely confirming the acts of liis pre- 
decessor, but totally and finally resigning his jurisdiction as ordi- 
nary and metropolitan. 

These matters being thus far satisfactorily adjusted, Gloucester 
(while waiting for a more ample assent, and more decided and 
formal renunciation of his juris diction from the Archdeacon of Rich- 
mond, still absent at the papal court, as well as for a confirmation 
of the foundation of his college by the Dean and Chapter of York; 
which, in all piubability, would require that body to be capitularly 
assembled, and may thus account for the apparent delay in 

bbliup di^d ottLe plague M Ottmoil, in the jiur 1500, and ww baricd in hii owd caths- 
dnl. He »u the founder of Liucoln College, Oifoni.— Ibid. p. 403. 

Doclor WbiUker (Ricbmundshire. p. 337) >UtH that Out canHnUBlion and reslgniliou 
of hi> juriwliotian wu gnnted b; Arclibkbop Saiage, Booth being now dead. The chro- 
Dolnglcal daU which »e hive alreadjr girvn shew the eiror into whiirh Dr. Whilaker h» 
hllen- ARbbl^op Batheram imnnfiak/y lucceedcd Iknth, and beld the we till 1500. 

* Hiddlahua Chuten. .Appendix E. 
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obttuning that instrument,) seems to have turned hia attention 
towardis the endowment of his new corporation. He had already, 
by a deed* bearing date December 20th, in the 19th Edw. IV. 
conveyed one acre of land and the advowson of the parish of 
Middleham to the dean and chaplains of Middleham. 

But it is evident that his care for their well-being did not 
rest here, for during the summer of this year, 20 Edw. IV. on 
which we have now entered, we find a grant from Richard Duke 
of Gloucester and certain feoffees to William Beverley, dean of 
Middleham. and his successors, and the chaplains there, of ten 
acres of land; and on the 1st of October in the same year, an 
agrcenientt entered into between the said duke and the dean and 
chaplains about the tithe of bay and wood, " is," to use the words 
of Whitaker, "another relic of the transactions of Richard Duke 
of Gloucester with the dean and prebendaries at a very early 
period after the foundation.''^ 

But the winter passed away, and early in the ensuing spring all 
that was necessary for procuring the papal bull was complete. On 
the 10th of April i482,§ John Sherwood, Archdeacon of Rich- 
mond, exempts the dean, the church, and the inhabitants of 
Middleham, from all arcliidiaconal, ordinary, and other ecclesias- 

• MlcMlelwDi MHS. Appund. F. SlmtiKC low;, "Ihnt though the eoUegf were never 
riiiioli>cil, IliF ulrawinn nrier pnniiiil according to tha ftiunJi^rV grant, lo iho di»n »nd 
cliapUinii." tiucli u Wlilukcr'i lUlumenl. vol. i. p. 336. But tbe prabaljilit} is, if tlie 
nutter we™ more cl™rl)' intwllgatwi, that llie grant of the admwion did pan, and Ilul, 
on Ihe apiHiintiiumt of ■ deiui by (lio rxown, he at Hnt prewsnted the parish to Ai*>im{^, 
Dttti] In proccH of timp, and during tlie elorni^ porioda which cnau^. the iliatincPJati 
betveon the dun of the eollc^to ehuroh and the incuiuJMnl of Iho pari^ ueou lo hare 
bean fat^IMn, and the appoinlmeiit In Iba niie muudered niii iiaiillj to impl; tha pt«- 

t Middleham Mm. Append, (f. 

t WhitaliiTV Riohninndnhlro, vol. i. p. 31?. 

f Miildlalnm Uutui*. Append. H. 
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tical jurisdiction whatsoever j and on the 12th of April in the 
same year, Robert Bothe the dean,* and the chapter, of York 
coiiiirin the exemption made by the archbishop, although it was 
not until April H83 t that they were enabled to con6rm the 
exemption granted by their archdeacon. And now tliere was 
wanted but the one crowning act to confirm and establish the 
entire proceedings ; and in those days, when the church's weal 
was not a secondary consideration with her spiritual rulers, no 
unnecessary delays were likely to occur ; consequently the fiat of 
the sovereign pontiff was, within a very brief period, accorded to 
the work. On the 24th day of July, in the year of the Incarnation 
of our Lord 1482, the fifteenth indiction, and the eleventh year 
of the Pontificate of the most holy Father in Christ the Lord 
Sixtus the Fourth, by divine providence Pope, in the collegiate 
church of Middleham,! William, by divine permission Abbot of 
the Monastery of the Blessed Mary of Jourvale,§ in the diocese of 
York, Executor Judge and Commissary of the Apostolical See, 
together with the venerable fathers in Christ the abbots of the 
monasteries of the Blessed Mary near the walls of York and of 
Fountains, in the said diocese of York, being nominated by 
certain letters of commission or delegation, under hempen thread, 
publicly sitting in tribunal, and lawfully proceeding upon the 
business in the same letter contained : having called, cited, and 
lawfully admonished the Lord Thomas, by divine permission 
Archbishop of York, and all other persons therein concerned, did 
solemnly publish, statute, and proclaim the bull of the most 



* Mi'ldtobam MS3. 
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holy father, together with their statute, decree, and ordination, 
in the presence of the venerable and discreet men, John Grj-ndon, 
chaplain, and Ralph Wintringham, gentleman, of the diocese of 
York, and many others, especially called to be witnesses to the 
premises, And now all was complete. 

Having thus far recited the gradual progress of Richard's pious 
designs, from his first proposal to amplify and erect the parish 
church of Middleham into a collegiate church, until, with tlie 
fullest consents of all the parties interested therein, and the 
highest sanction of the authorities, civil and ecclesiastical, he had 
carried out and completed the same, we shall now proceed, as far 
as the imperfect records handed down will permit us, to trace the 
history and succession of its deans, and at the same time inci- 
dentally to touch upon any other facts connected with its history ; 
and, where we may be enabled to do so, to record the names of the 
other individuals, lay or clerical, in any way connected with the 
royal Gloucester's foundation. 

We have already stated that by the statutes, bearing date July 
4th A.D. H?!** the principal place and stall in the choir was 
assigned to the dean Sir Wilhara Beverley. But that his appoint- 
ment as dean had taken place prior to that period (most probably 
it immediately succeeded his resignation as rector) is evident from 
a document* dated January 29th, 1478, being the receiver-general's 
receipt for +«. from WiHiani Beverley, dean of Middleham, due to 
the Archbishop of York, in recompense of his resignation of 
ecclesiastical jurisdiction, while in that last important instrument 
the papal bull,t which crowned and confirmed all their privileges, 
he is styled " that provident man William Beverley, the now dean." 

■ MldJUIiun M.SS, t ^c'x Ar|i«nilji K. 
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But Gloucester's kindness to Beverley, who had so cordially 
aided his designs, ceased not here, for we find tliat on his accession 
to the tlirone renewed marks of tlie royal favour were conferred, 
not on the dean alone, but also on other members of the chapter 
of Middleham. Amongst the earliest grants in Richard's reign 
bearing on the present subject, we find the following: 

" Maister William Beverley, the deanry of Wymbourne, in the 
countie of Dorset, for term of his life," * which is repeated almost 
immediately after in these words: "Maister William Beverley, 
dean of the king's chapell, the deanery of Wymborne Mynster, in 
the countie of Dorset ;"t and this was followed, at no distant period, 
by a grant to " Maist' William Beverley, X of the pension of the 
Abbey of Yorke." VA'hile in a warrant § " yeven at the palais of 
Westm. /th Febr. anno primo, he is styled the king's " fulle trusty 
clerc and counsellour, Mr. William Beverley, deane of the cha- 
pellc." Simultaneously with these proofs of King Richard's favour 
to the first dean, we find also two of the primary chaplains em- 
ployed in places of profit or of confidence ; these were, John Bell 
and William Symson, whose names are recorded in the following 
royal warrants. 

" A warrantil to Mr. William Wagot, clerke, and Sir John Bell, 
parson of Parkhara, out of such money as resteth in their hands, 
that hath belonged to Sir Thomas Saint Legere, to pay and deliver 
to Mastre John Whytfielde, Iiis confessour, the sum of 3(i pounds 
sterling, to he employed by him like as it is appointed. Yoven Ihe 
xii. day of November, a°. primo." And again, " A warrant i[ to 
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Geoffrey Frank,* receiver of the lordship of Sheriff Hootonjt to 
content Sir William Symson, chauntrey priest of our Lady Cha- 
pell beside tlie church of Sheriff Hootoii, the sum of lOOs. due 
unto liim for )iis salary at Martinmass last past, for half yeare, and 
so yearly from Geoffrey, his salary of JOOs. yeven at Windesore, 
15 Jan. a". 2'*''." And in the same year occurs the last record 
which we have been ahle to discover of this prince's munificence 
to his college. In a list of royal grants, entitled, "Maneria, do- 
minia, terra;, tenementa concessa per D'num Regem R. tercium 
diversis personis, hoiredihus suis masculis, (|uos inter fuerunt," 
occurs the following ; "TheKinges CoUeigeof Middlcliam.t Com. 
Norff. manerium de Wygenhalle et de Fersfeld in valorem per 
annum, Ixxiij"." These words are remarkable, shewing even in the 
midst of the overwhelming public business, domestic sorrows, and 
unceasing anxieties, which must lia\'e surrounded him, Richard's 
continued interest in his foundation ; and, further, that since 
his accession to the throne, it was designed to change the name 
from "the College of Richard Duke of Gloucester," to "the 
King's College, Middlehatn." But these manors, which were 
intended for the service of God, and the benefit of the church, 
passed not, wc must presume, into the possession of the corpora- 
tion for which they were intended. Ere many months elapsed, 
the sun of Richard's glory set on Bosworth's fatal field, and the 
probahibty is, either that the grant had never been legally com- 
pleted, or that his more fortunate, tiiough less talented and gener- 



* aeoltnj rnnks bare meDtionerl wu bIso raceiier of the lordihip ot MidJIrliun, uid 
kppout td luvD bHD much in Richuil** cuuHdence. Uvl. M9S. 433, pugim. 

+ or Hberia llutlan it ia onlj aieiaar; Is remirk Uut it funnsil a portion of Iba 
.Vsrillv pmpert; until Kited bj Edward IV, tni gi«an bj him to bb brother, Ott founder 
or the iwllegiale church at Middlebun. 

:; Hurl. HSS, 133, fol, 2S3. 



16 INTRODLiCTION, 

OU9 rival and successor, cancelled the grant to bestow it upon 
some of those adventurers who had helped him to mount the 
throne. 

It seems not improbable that the grant of those manors in the 
county of Norfolk, which we have just recorded, might have been 
made on the King's last visit to Mlddleham. " From York," 
which he entered May 1st, 1484, " Richard (to quote the beau- 
tiful language of his biographer)* proceeded to his favourite Middle- 
ham, so long his dwelling-pliice as Duke of Gloucester, and tlie 
scene of his child's last earthly sufferings, — a spot once endeared 
to him as the birthplace of his heir, now doubly fraught with 
desolation from his decease having happened within its walls." 
And as several warrants and grants connected with the deceased 
prince were issued then or just subsequently, it is not unreasonable 
to suppose that one so intimately connected witli the ecclesiastical 
foundation there was made at the same period. 

On Richard's dcath,t says Whitaker, " the sun of Middleham 
set; though transferred to the crown, it was neglected, for an obvi- 
ous reason, by the house of Lancaster," and this assertion, which, 
no doubt, is correct, may also readily account for Henry's neglect 
of the college, which bore the name of him from whose hand he 
had wrested the sceptre, as well as for the very imperfect records 
which are left of many matters connected with its subsequent 
history. How long William Beverley held the deanery of Middle- 
ham docs not appear, as there is no document in esistence, at 
least, none which has been brought to light, recording his decease, 
or the appointment of his successor ; but that Mr. John Halle was 
dean, previous to the entrance of Simon Welden, whom Dr. Whita- 
ker mentions as Beverley's successor, is evident from the royal 

* KiUlod'f Riehud III. lol. ii. p, 324, t Hwhrnondihlr*, vol. I. p. 348. 
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mandate * Issued to install the said Simon Wclden into the dean- 
ery of Midillcham, which is there declared to be vacant by the 
resignation of John Halle, on account of hia removal to the rec- 
tory of Eladon, in the diocese of Durham. During hia incum- 
bency some dis|]utc!! seem to have arisen with regard to part of 
the composition, before alluded to, between Duke Richard and the 
dean and chaplains of his college. For we find that a hill was 
exhibited by Simon Welden, dean of Middleham, to King Henry 
VIII. praying a commission with respect to right of pasture for 
eight osen and two horses in the West Park of Middlehnm, with 
the commission annexed; and on the 26th of Jane, 16° Henry 
VIII. (1525,) a lease was granted from Simon Welden, dean of 
Xliddlebsm, to Edward Forest, of the going or pasturage of eight 
oxen and two horses ; rent £l Bs, Hd. yearly ; term, for the life of 
the said Simon." 

This is the last recorded act of Dean Welden ; wc find him, 
however, still in possession in the 2Gtli Hen. VIII. (15.35,) at which 
time the ecclesiastical survey t was taken, in pursuance of an act 
of parliament. This was at the close of his incumbency jJ for in 
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the very next yenr, on the lltli of April, 27th Hen. VIII. {153G,) 
a similar lease to thnt made by Dean Welden,* and at the same 
rental, was granted by William Willes. dean of Middleham, to the 
above-mentioned Edward Forest, 

It was during the period in which the jtre ceding indivi- 
duals held the deanery of Middleham, that all those momentoua 
clinnges occurred in the ecclesiastical polity of the country, which 
eventually led to the position now occupied by the English 
churoh ; and while we cannot hut deplore the ruthless destruction 
of religious-houses (which it is owned on all hands needed not a 
sweeping and sacrilegious spoliation, but only a thorough and judi* 
clous reform of those abuses which, by the lapse of ages, had crept 
into them), foundations which might have been rendered such a 
blessing to thecountry at large, in providing extended opportunitiea 
for liberal and useful education, and to the poor in particular, who 
felt that they were the church's peculiar care ; instead of bringing 
B blight t on many a family, wlio became partakers of the unhal- 
lowed spoil 1 there is abundont cause of gratitude to God, who 
has still mercifully continued us a living branch of the holy 
Catholic Church, and permitted us to see its gradual spread in 
every quarter of the globe. Consequent on those changes to 
which we have alluded, was the issue of a very important charter 
by Thomos, Lord Cromwell, the King's vicar general and official 

uhitih immMialelj lucceeila llut uf MiililJ«luim, >n>l wliicU inay [HMiiMy luvv leJ Ihn 
copyiii ialo the mliiMkit wIiIpIi hai bvMi cotnmiuvd. In tlist puhlio rtoonl Simon Wel^Ii^ii 
b dMoritied ni IneumbcTu MsnM MiU, A° US5, and Willlain vraiim ma Own In April 
IGSlS. ItnniuLliflrcfiHv liJglil.v imjirobabti tluil John Smrtli coulil tie Dmr, u nalttJ li« 
Dr. Whiwker. in 153S, 

■ Mlddlvliun MS8. 
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principal, under the sanction of Henry himself, as supreme in nil 
causes, civil as well as ecclesiastical, bearing date 15tli July, 30th 
Henry VIII. (1539.) This document* is a licence to the dean and 
ministers of Middleham lo grant probat«s of wills, to decide all 
ecclesiastical suits, and diercisc nil other privileges within their 
jurisdiction: thus perpetuating and confirming the exemptions 
and powers which had previously appertained to them. 

But, ill a place so remote, and, after the accession of the 
Lancastrian dynasty, so neglected as Middlehain became, it would 
seem that Dean Welden, having au inducement to take any 
active part in the great religious changes, which were then in 
progrcBB, quietly yielded to the current of events, and smoothly 
floated down the streani: Such, however, does not oppear to 
have been the case with Dean Willes: for the next document 
which brings him under our notice is of a very singular character. 
Admitted dean during tlie reign of the last Henry, and surviving 
him, he was dean on the accession of the sixth Edward to the 
throne. Immediately after that event tlic instrument t to which 
we have alluded was issued, dated 5th July, 1 Edward VI. and is 
" Pardon granted to William Willes, dean of Middleham, for all 
heresies, &c. committed by him." \Yhat the peculiar nature of 
these crimes was, it is impossible now to investigate. Suffice it 
to say that the document still remains, bearing evidence as to the 
fact we have recorded, and Willes still continued dean of Middle- 
ham ; for there is yet in existence a lease t dated 1 8tli January, A* 



* MHldlnliam ClmrliTt. Aflivnil. M. Tlxi Wordt in tij? original iro iiii[Hiniin[, 
10 Ml Mlnirtrit j'' ttierclij evldmlty shewing lb*l tUorcwora otiior «|i[rllu»l jHinoM 
•d wtih llio D«Mi lit Ibla pMod la Uiu Collrga at Mlddletuun. 
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sexto Edw. VI. (1552,) from William Willes, parson of Middleham, 
to Thomas Claptiam, of the rectory of Middleham, rent ^35, term 
six years. Wliitaker,* in his History of Riuhmondsliire, alluding 
to this transaction, remarks, " in au old lease of the rectory, bear- 
ing date 6th Edw. VI., I find a rescr\'ation by the lessor of the 
whole jurisdiction uf the church, *' churchyardc mortuaries, |>ro- 
batc of testaments, weddyng money, churchyngs, and headmas 
pence." Tlie rent was £35, with these reservations, within 18 
years of the royal valuation, which was ±'15 IVs. i-d. 

Tliis is the last act of Dean Willes, of which there is any record 
hitherto discovered. 

^^'hitaker, in hia Catalogue of ttie Deans of ^liddlchamj on the 

death of Willes, adds, " after which is a very long chasm to 

D. D. or LL.D. admitted 1661.+ 

" Thomas Holdswortli occurs A.D. IG^O." 

It must ever be a matter of regret that such an interesting 
writer as Dr. Whitaker, and one whose works are so frequently 
referred to, should, at least in his account of Middleham, have 
been guilty of so many inaccuracies. Some have already been 
mentioned in the course of tins narrative. But the point at which 
it has now arrived, evidences how little research or attention he 
has bestowed on those minute particulars, which, after all, arc im- 
portant links in the great chain of historical truth. 

Whitaker names Thomas Iloldsworth as dean in \*i''.i, thus 
leaving an unfilled chasm of no less than 12? years from the last 
mention of Dean Willes. It is to be lamented that,notwithstand- 



• P.gt. 340. now. 

■h P. 340. \^'1liuke^ here fiklU into anotlier error, ihcru um no D,D. or LL.D 

Bdmintd Itiai i but, w uill liDitttftet be shewn, Thomiu Ualdtwonb, M.A. wu iniMlled 
in 1060, and helJ lite dcoacay till Ui Uoith in 1081. 



INTEODUCnON. 21 

tng every exertion to make the catalogue of deans complete, an 
hiatus still exists, but it is reclueed fTom 127 to 57 years. 

In the first existing parish register of Middleham, commencing 
A.D. 1604, mention is made of three deans, who have been passed 
over without any notice by Dr. Whitaker. 

Of these three, the first in point of time was Mr, Henrie Piigett. 
Several entries connected with the family of Dean Pngett occur in 
the ancient register. 

" 1G09, November. Linley, the son of Henrie Pagett, was bap- 
tized 23d day." 

" 1612, Julie. Richard, the aonne of Henrie Pagett, was baptized 
the 10th day." 

*' 1614, April], Daniel, the Sonne of Henrie Pagett, was bap- 
tized the 29th day." 

The year IC18 seems to have been fatal to the Pagett family, 
for in the month of March of that year we find recorded, — 

"Tymothy Pagett was buried the 25th day." 

And in little more than a month after the dean himself ex]>ired, 
as appears by the following entry ; — 

"Aprill. Mr. Henrie Pagett, deaiie, was buried the 28th day." 

While in the short space of ten days the father was followed by 
his daughter to the grave: — "Maie. An, the daughter of Henrie 
Pagett, was buried the 8th day.'' 

jVmong the very few memorials which we possess relative to the 
once regal castle of Middleham, nft«r the death of Richard lU. 
one or two occur during the incumbency of Dean Henrie Pagett. It 
will be remembered that the first son whose baptism is estracted 
bore the name of Linley ; thus again, as in Gloucester's days, ex- 
hi!>iting the friendly feeling existing between tlie lord of the castle 
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and the dean of the collegiate church, for the name was evidently 
bestowed upon him in remembrance of its recently deceaaed 
occupant, wliose interment is recorded in the following words : — 

"1609, November. Sir Henrie Linley, that worthie knight of 
Middleliam castle, was buried the 8th day." (A very brief period 
before the baptism of the dean's child, which took place on the 
23d of the same month). And hi the following year tliese two 
entries occur : — 

"1610, August. Ladic Ferononm Linley was buried the first 
day." 

"William George, servant to the Lailie Linley, was buried the 
27th day." 

"All that can be further said on this place (Middleham Castle) 
with any degree of certainty," * writes Mr. Kfaude, " is, that it wai 
inhabited, so late as the year 1609, by Sir Henry Liidey, knight. 
After his decease an appraisement of goods was taken on the 3rd 
of January, 161u ; the invenlory was, in 1761, in the hands of the 
then dean of Middleham ; and that in the 22nd of Charles I. it 
was ordered by the committee at York to be made untenantable, 
as being of no further use as a garrison." 

But we must return to our narrative. Dean Henrie Pagett was 
succeeded by his namesake, and most probably liis relative, 
Nathaniel Pagett. .\s we have no account of his appointment to 
the deanery, it becomes necessary to trace him, as best we may, 
by aid of the ancient register. Tlie entries after his installation 
which we meet with are the following: — 

"1620, November. John Pagett, y« sonno of Mr. Deane, was 
b^>tized y' rii dale." 
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" 1622, October. Anna, tiie daogbter of Mr. De«ne, iru 
baptized the 30th clay." 

" Anna Padget, y" daughter of Mr. >fathaniel Pai^et, was 
buried the xsriitb day of May 1625." 

" October. Natiianiell Psgget ., was baptized the 

iwcond clay, 1623." 

The next extract, which is eridently to the dean's own hand- 
writing, it of considerable importance, as establishing his con- 
nection witli the preceding entries ; it is aa follows :— 

"Christopher Dodsworth and Jane Cordwell, servantci onto 
Mr. Arthur IJnley, were married by me, Nathaniel Pagett, Deane 
of Midlehain, upon tlie 13 of July, anno Domini 1626. Nathaniel 
Pagett, Deane." 

After a long interval, we find, 

" Ffabruary. Jane, the daughter of Mr. Nathaniel Padget, was 
baptized the twenty-lift day, 1629." 

" Januarie, 1032. Anna, the daughter of Mr. Nathaniell Pad- 
get, was baptized the ei.^ht day, w)iose sureties were Mr. Mat- 
thew Gale, Mm. Marie Bulmar, Mm. Lcmbert, 1632." 

" November. Samuel, the son of Nathaniell Padget, was 
baptized the first day, 1636." 

The birth of this child was immediately followed by the dcAth 
of the mother; nnd the infant survived her but a week, ai we 
ascertain from the same authority. 

**November. Mrs. Jane Padget was buried the second dav, 1636." 

" Samuel Padget was buried the 3", 1636." 

After this we have no further mention of Dean Nathaniel 
Pagett; but that at no distant period the loss of hia wife wan 
succeeded by his own death, or, as there occurs no mention of his 
interment at Middleham, probably by his resignation and removal, 
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is evident from the appointment of a new dean. This was Joshua 
Pullcin*, the first record of whose namcj as connected with Mid- 
dleham, occurs in the following copious entry: — 

"May, ](!38, Jane, the daughter of Joshuah PuUein, Deane 
of this Collegiate Church of Midleham, was borne the 4th day 
of May, aboute ^ o'clocke in the morninge, and baptized the lOlh 
day." 

There is every reason to judge, from the appearance of this 
entry, that it was made by the new dean himself, as also the fol- 
lowing, which is in the same handwriting : — 

" 1640, Henry, the son of Joshuah Pullein, Deane of this 
Collegiate Chvirch of Midleham, was borne the IGth of June, 
about 3 o'clock in the morning, and baptizde 23 of June." 

This child appears to have died in infancy. 

■" Henry, the son of Mr. Deane, was buried the twentle 1 day of 
September, 1641." 

But the name was again bestowed on another son born in tlie 
succeeding year: — 

" Henry, the son of Mr, Deane, was baptised the one and 
twentieth day of August, 1642." 

No other entry connected with Dean Pulleine occurs till, 

" Januaric, 1G48. Robert, the sonne of Mr. Joshuah Pullcin, 
Dean of the Collegiate Church of Midleham, was born the 21st 
day of Januaric, and baptised the 30th day. 1048." 

And again, " Paule, the son of Mr. Joshua PuUeyne, was bom 
and baptized the 7th day of March, IG-'iO." 

This is the latest entry connected with the family of Dean Pul- 

* The bmily of Pulleine U said to bo dor^iiiJed from Burdcl. Il wm n bmlly of imlii, 
■eal«d f»r Kime oenturifi >( KillJngh*!!, hmt HumKatf. Keapi at ruin* nitnnt with 
Ij-nwi niM-k Uii- ipol wher* tlidr reside oce Hood. S«« tlarl. M8S. lOTl, W, 70, Aim 
Bnrlu'tCiKiuiionen, ut, PoUflDc, 



IXTBODUCTIOW. 



s& 



leine, unless the following be the register of his daugliter's mnr- 
riagc at the early age of sixteen :— 

" 1654. Timothy Pressfield, of Yorke, and Jane Pullein, of 
Middlebani, were married tiie eight day of May." 

And in the following year is recorded the birth of a daughter, 
the issue of this union. 

Deaiie Pulleine's death, in possession of the deanery, is recorded 
as follows :^ 

''December, 1657. 

" Mr. Joshua Pullin, Dean, was buried the first day." 

Tliis decisive entry negatives a statement made by Dean Cotes,* 
in his Not^s, written for the benefit of his successors, bearing dale 
26th July, 1739, in which he says, " that in the time of tlie civil 
wars the legal dean was thrust out of possession, and an intruder 
placed in his room." 

In fact, during the whole preceding period, frora the first extract 
which has been given, recording the birtli of liis dauglitCT, anno 
1639, down to the memorial of his burial in 1657, ^ space of nine- 
teen years, he is almost invariably spoken of as "dean of this 
collegiate church ;" and the most careful examination of the 
registers and other muniments of the deanery, gives not the 
slightest support to such an opinion as that expressed by Dean 
Cotes, And the probability is greaf, that, in n place so remote, 
and inesponsible either to ordinary or metropolitan. Dean PuUeine 
quietly yielded to the pressure of the times, and was permitted to 
remain in peaceable possession of his deanery. 

We shall now revert to the contemporaneous history of the 
caatle, and endeavour to throw together the very few records wo 
can find of its inhabitants. 
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It has already been stated, on the authority of Mr. Maude,* 
no contemptible antiquary, that *'in the 22nd Car. I, it was 
ordered by the committee at York to he made nntenantable, as 
being of no further use as a garrison." Wliitaker, on the other 
hand, informs U8,t " I learn from some papers in the dean's pos- 
session, that the castle was, from the year 1609 to the reign of 
Charles II. in the possession of Sir Henry Linley and his repre- 
sentatives, and that, one of his daughters having married a Lord 
Loftus,! he succeeded to the estate. Charles I, having (long 
before the decease at least of this nobleman) sold the manor of 
Middleham to the citizens of London, who in ICCl conveyed it to 

Wood, esquire, of Littleton, in Middlesex, ancestor of the 

present lord." 

Now this statement of Whitaker carries with it a very high 
degree of probability, and the circumstance of Sir Edward Loftus's 
marriage, and the baptism of three children having taken place at 
Middleham, indicate the residence of this illustrious family there 
during a considerable portion, at least, of the above period. 
Towards the close of the incumbency of Dean Nathaniel! Pagett, 
the union alluded to by Whitaker took place. 

"Feb. 28th 1635. Sir Edward Loftus and Mrs. Jane Lindley 
were married the day and year above written." 

And subsequently the following bajitisms were recorded : 

"Sarah, the daughter of the right worshipful Sir Edward Loftus, 
was baptised the twentie eight of May 1636." 

" Arthur, the son of the right honarabcl Lord Loftus was 
baptised the 18th day of June 1644." 

• Man<laV WuiislejfWc, p. 76. notes. + RidimondJiin!, vol. i. pp. 343. 9, 

X li Tii*j not lie UDWanli} of ronurk tliat tlin fuuil)' at Ijefthouw wu MMcd M 

Swincslile, a liamlrt in llin psriali of Coverlwra, ntiil not fnr liiitniil fnjm Miclilliih«ni, for 
mil]' MDtnrin. — Vi4« Peei>g<?, tit. Mani- Elr. 
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" Aprill. Edward, the son of the right hoiiarable Lord Loftus, 
was baptised the Hth day, 1(>48." 

After this the name of Loftus does not again occur in the 
archives of Middleham. 

It has been already mentioned that Dean Pulleine died in 
December IG57. This was within nine months of the termination 
of Cromwell's eventful career, and there is no record of any 
appointment to the deanery of Middleham during the brief 
remainder of his protectorate, or the short and troubled reign of 
his sou and successor Richard. But no sooner had the Restora- 
tion been effected, and Charles II. securely seated on the throne 
of his ancestors, than we find the vacancy immediately filled up. 
The exiled monarch entered his metropolis on the 29th of June 
IGfiO, and on the 23rd day of September, in the same year, the 
following entry was made in the parish register, which is the first 
direct notification therein of the installation of a dean : 
"Anno Domini 1660. 

" Memorandum : that I, Thomas Holdsworth, clerk, read the 
Articles of the Church of England publiqucly in the church of 
Middleham, the 23rd day of September, which was the first Sunday 
after my induction and installment there, declaring that I willingly 
and ex anima subscribed to the said Articles, and withal reading 
tlie letters testimonial! of the Vicar Cienerall in the then vacaneyea 
of tlie sees of Yorfte and Chester. 

Thomas Holdsworth, Dec. Midi. 
Witnesses. 

Alex. Wright. Symon Geldart. Robert Batte. 

Tli. Bsitman. Richard Sweeting. Anthony Tyidmani 

Christopher Ward, his mark + . George Baitman." 

There are strong reasons for suspecting from the above docii- 
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ment, that Dean Holdswortli, on liia first entry, was not aware of 
the many privileges and excmptiona which belonged to the college 
of which he thus became the head. And this may partly be 
accounted for from the great confusion which had crept into all, 
and especially ecclesiastical matters, during the preceding years of 
anarchy and usurpation. 

I'^rom these causes then most probably will have arisen his 
" withall reading the Letters testimonial of the i-icar-generall in 
the then Tacftncyes of the sees of York and Chester," thereby in 
some a or t acknowledging the jurisdiction of tliose sees, and leading 
at no distant period to its assumption by the archbishop, and to 
that memorable appeal to the king as \nsitor,* which terminated 
in the sign&l defeat of the archbishop's claims, in the person of 
his vicnr-gencral ; and on the 14Ui August, Iftth Car. 11, in the 
" exemplification of a decree tliat the Dean of Middleham shall be 
exempt from archiepiscopal visitation, &c. :"t imposing at the same 
time the entire cost of the proceedings on that functionary of the 
arch bishop. 

It is highly probable that Mr. Holdsworth was one of those 
individuals who, during the troublous times which preceded his 
elevation, had proved himself a staunch and aealous royalist : for 
not merely was he preferred on the Ilestoradou to the deanery of 
Middleham, but, within a few years afterwards, still further re- 
warded by his appointment to one of the "Golden Stalls of 
Durham." This appears from the following statement : I — 



• " MidiU*liM»— • rojml peculiar, hiriag all •colMlMliral jariijiLi«tiun within tliL- 
iwriili, ui<l *uemi<l fhim 4II TiBlUlion, but tixti of Uic CcoHn. C. J. Cihuter, Jul; llh, 
1845." V«lat EccltHMtleiu, Vol, r, p. 331. 

t Middldiaiii ChMlCM. AppeniU 0. 

t " AMiquitie* of the Ablm; ur Cutiiedni] Cliunb vt DuTiiMUi &e., bj P, Sandviwn, 
KcwcMtlo-iipon-TyDt, 17*7," p. 10". 
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*' Prebcntlaiies in the Ninth Stall. 

" 1675. Thomas Holdsworth, M.A. (after the resignation of 
Dr. Sancroft) installed January 1. He wqs Dean of Midlam or 
Middleliam>" 

It will be remembered tliat Mr. Iluldsworth was installed as 
Dean of Middlchara in the autumn of 1G60 ; and just a year after- 
wards the following important entry was made in the ancient 
Kgiater: — 

*' Micbaell Wathenricke, Minister of Middleham, was buryed 
the 4th day of September, 1661," being the first direct evidence 
which we have found in it of a second flergj'man, " the clerk 
Bacristane, or minister for di\"ine services and offices," of tlie 
Charters, being associated with the dean for the performance of 
the spiritual duties of tlie collegiate church and parish of Middle- 
ham : a member of the corporation, of whose existence under 
diiferent appellations, from the foundation of the college, down to 
the present day, we have little reason to doubt. 

The deficiency which occurs in the parochial register of Middle- 
ham, extending from October 1G73, till November 1681, a period 
of eight years, renders it uncertain wliether or not Dean Holds- 
worth was buried there. But that his death did not occur till the 
last-mentioned year, may be inferred from this memorandum in 
the above cited history of Durham. 

"1681.* Henry Bagshaw, D.D, (after the death of Mr. Holds- 
worth) collated July 18th, installed the 20th." And in the month 
of November succeeding, we find, from the following entry in the 
parish register, that the deanery was again filled up, being the 
second appointment to that dignity made by Charles II, "Mr; 
■ SanUenouV Description of DqtImb, f. 197> 
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Christopher Coleby, dean of the collegiate church of Middleliatn, 
entered the fift day of November, 1681." While in the very nest 
Une is recorded, in the same handwriting, the appointment of 
another dark sacristane, " Robert Turner entered claricus the 
15th of November, 1681." 

Of Dean Coleby, whom we know to have been a native oi 
Wensleydale,* little remains on record, and his incumbency seems 
marked by no particular occurrence ; in fact the only memoranda 
made during the long period that he enjoyed the deanery, in addi- 
tion to the usual record of births, deaths, and marriages, are the 
following : 

" Tlie great bell was cast the 28th day of August l(iS4, and was 
hung the 11th of September 1684." 

"August 1st, 1715. 

" Memorand : that then it was agreed, by and between Chris- 
topher Coleby, Dean of Midleham, and the then present church- 
wardens, viz. Thomas Wreather, Christopher Dixon, and Robert 
Morfitt, of the one p", to and with Marke Lambe, of Richmond, 
plumber, in manner and forme following j that is to say, that he 
the said Marke Lrtmbe is to uphold and keep the collegiate church 
of Midleham aforesaid in good and sufhcient repaire, in the lead 
workes over the church of Midleham aforesaid, for and during 
the terme of the natural] life of the said Marke Lambe ; in consi- 
deration whereof the j.'' now present church wardens, and others 
the chicfe ffreeholders belonging y« s'' collegiate church & townc 
of Midleham afores'', doe mutually agree to give & allow to the a'' 



* Bflwlrlilgo H*ll, tlie unclvnt rMiJoDBG df tlila 1 
A'Urigg lu Diiinlirir1f;i<, titiil, Uiougli uo<* rcducod 1 
iuUuliUblo oioriu of tvmtz Inportuoo. 



mil)', li titunte near Ibfl roAd ^ni 
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Marke Lambe the sume of twenty shillings p ann« In witness 
whereof the s^ dean and the then present church wardens have 
hereunto sett their hands^ the day and yeare above written. 
Witness hereof, Chr. Coleby, dean 

John Craggs. of Midleham. 

Edw<i Smithson. j^jg ^^^^^^ 

Jno. Pepper Thomas T. W. + Wreather. 

of Edgley. Chs. Dixon. 

Robt. Morfitt. 
Marke Lambe." 
He was buried in the choir. The precise spot has not been 
marked, but on the right hand side a brass plate is affixed to 
the wall, above the steps leading to the altar, with this inscrip-» 
tion: 

NEAR 

THIS PLACE LIES 

CHRISTOPHER COLBY, A.M. 

LATE DEAN OF MIDDLEHAM, 

SECOND SON OF JOHN COLBY, ESQ*. 

OF BOWBRIDGE HALL, WHO DIED 

JULY 9th, 1727, AGED 83 YEARS. 

HE WAS A KIND HUSBAND, 

TENDER FATHER, AND A LEARNED 

AND PIOUS DIVINE. NEAR HIM 

LIETH MARGARET HIS WIDOW ; 

JOHN, GABRIEL, MOORE, ANNE, 

AND FRANCES, THEIR CHILDREN. 

The general impression has hitherto been that Dean Colby was 
succeeded on his decease by Luke Cotes ; but this is an error, for 
it is evident from the following entry in the parish register, that 
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Dean Cotes must have entered on the reBigiiation of his prede* 
cessor. 

" Luke Cotes, Master of Aits, Dean of Middleham, February 
y= 1719." 

And this is confirmed * by the manner in which the burial of 
Dean Coleby is recorded, 

" Mr. Christoph' Coleby, late Dean of Middleham, July 
the 11th, 1727." 

Whereas in similar entries connected with Deans Pagett, Pul- 
leinc, and Place, they are styled Dean, not late Dean. 

Mr. Cotes, who thus became Dean of Middleham, was destined, 
in many respects, to act a more conspicuous part in the drama of 
life than had most of his predecessors. Up to this period, the 
Deans of Middleham, being exempt from the jurisdiction of ordi- 
nary and metropolitan, had, without question, exercised divers 
privileges and ecclesiastical jurisdiction within the bounds of their 
royal peculiar, as, marrying people living in it, or any other parish, 
without a licence or publication of banns. Of this| the parochial 
registers afford abundant proof; for the marriages of parties from 
various places in the north of England, aud many of them remote 
from Middleham, recorded there, might almost compete with the 
more recent exploits of the high priest of Gretna Green. " But 
in the years t l73fi and 1739 a warm persecution was carried on 
against Lulte Cotes, then Dean of Middleham, for marrying a 
couple without publication of banns, or a licence first had, grounded 



• This n eitabliahod beyond coutnuiicliun bj Ihe licen™ gianwd Uj Luke Cot^ (Vide 
Appendix P.). bOACing diile 1720, in whltli lie a axpmt]y tt.vlad Dean uf Miditleliam. 
Thii wu uveni jcsn prior to tlio decfuo of Mr. Coleby, wba seems attar his rtrnVrRfifiM I 
pf the ilouwrj la hne resided ti Midillelum, wbero ha liei intemd. 

f Hands'a 'Wenilej'dalo, p, 7S, notn. 
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on the statute of the lOth Anne, ch. 19, sec. 17C,, for the penalty 
of ;£100 given by that statute. But upon producing the charters 
and other proofs, the defendant Cotes in both actions had a ver- 
dict, and the dean of Miildleliam for the time being afterwards 
enjoyed the same privilege, till finally abrogated by the marriage 
act, 2G Geo, n." It is evident also from a manuscript left among 
the deanery papers for the use of his successors, dated tlie 2Gth day 
of July, 1 "39, and bearing the signature " Lu. Cotes, dean of Mid- 
dleham," that he was engaged in ranch litigation with the then 
inhabitants, arising out of various frauds, wliich, commencing 
during the anarchy of the civil wars, had been practised on his 
immediate predecessors, as regarded the diflferent revenues of the 
deanery, and which he was happily enabled in some measure to 
restore. 

Prior to the incumbency of Dean Cotes, the collegiate church 
of Middleham, according to the accounts which we have collected 
from the oldest inhabitants, one of whom died a few years since at 
the advanced age of OJ, was fitted up in the manner of a cathedral 
church or college chapel, with open seats running east and west, 
vhilc the choir contained the ancient stalls of the dean and chap- 
Uins. The Dean, fancying doubtless that it wouhl improve the 
church, pulled down all the open .sittings from the nave, demo- 
lished the antique stalls, portions of the carved work belonging to 
which may still be traced throughout the sacred edifice, pulled 
down the rood-screen, and completed his innovations by filHng 
nave, choir, and ebantry,* with largo square pews of oak ; and 
then he was left to bear alone the expenses of the costly work. 

Tliis, perhaps, may have caused him some temporary inron- 
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venience, and thus given rise to the statement made by Dr. 
Wliitaker, who, in speaking of this Dean, says that he " did not 
die at Middleham, rior is it known what became of him ; tradition 
says that he was long a prisoner for debt;"* a report, which, 
though prevalent in Middleham even to the present day, seems 
to have been, like many others of a similar nature, entirely false. 
Tliis it appears, the historian of Richmondshire ascertained 
before the final conclusion of his laborious work, for in the 
Addenda he tells ust that " the following account of Dean Cotes, 
communicated by a relative, and authenticated by family 
papers, proves that the tradition respecting him, mentioned 
)i. 340, is totally void of foundation. Luke Cotes was a descendant 
of George Cotes, master of Baliul college, Oxford, and Bishop 
of Chester, in 1554, He was educated at Peter House, Cambridge, 
and, having taken his first degree, received deacon's orders from 
Dr. Barlow, Bishop of Lincoln, in September, 1G88, and priest's 
orders in the following year from the same prelate, being at that 
time M.A. In July, I'JOl, he was presented by Archbishop 
Sharpe to the vicarage of Birstall; in 1717 became domestic 
chaplain to Richard Lord Cnbham, and was installed Dean of 
Middleham on the L'nd of June, I7I!*. The king's grant of man- 
damus, bearing date the Ilthof February preceding, states the 
avoidance in this dignitj- to have been occasioned, not by the 
death, but by the resignation, of Cliristopher Coleby. It was held 
by Dean Cotes till his decease, in ir^l? and till within a short 
period of that event he resided chiefly at Middleham. His re- 
moval was occasioned )>y the infirmities of age, for he was then 

* WUiUlfcr'i Ridimanddiirc, vol. i. |>. 310, 
t Ibid. Tol, li. f. 172. 
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nearly eighty, and the loss of his wife,* Mary, daughter of Thomas 
Sraithson. to whom a monument was erected by her sons, Deo- 
dutus and Theophilus, in the vestry of Middlehaiii church, t where 
she was interred. Ilie Dean died at the house of the former, in 
Manchester, and waii buried in the chancel of the collegiate church 
there, the following inacriptioii being placed over his grave : — 
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" Far from being of obscure origin, or in em))arrassed circum- 
stances, his family was of considerable antiquity, and has still a 
branch seated at Woodcote, in the county of Salop. He educated 
eight children in a manner that enabled tliem to maintain the 
most respectable connexions in life ; and, as appears from his cor- 
respondence, took a lively interest in the welfare of Middleham, 
and was in habits of intimacy with the moiit exalted characters of 
the day up to the very time of his decease. 

" Archbishop Hutton J stood godfather to his youngest son, Deo- 

* The tallowing mtty of het burial » oxlmclcd trum llie {laristi reftialer ;— " Mu)', 
danghlM- of ThiiK. SmlthMiii, of Muiiltnn. GeDtlemui, unH wife of Luke Cotts, Muater of 
An*, t>i*ii of thii Chunb, rliBil tha 17 Any uni] wu Imriod the 19 ilii; of Ilccenibcr, 

J740." 

Matcil, Diiut linve bwu Binpe rvinovcl : *n act wbicb reflevu at credit on lliu parti«, 
wbocvcr tbsjr iii»j Unit liMii, tlul wero uveMOij to sucb damrition. 

: Uuclor Malthc* Huttun, Arehlibbop uf Cuiltrlntty. b. io 16SZ, d. I9Ui Hurli, 
ITSf, Hrmnd hd of John Ilutton, E«(„ of Mank«, mhii. Ebor. A bmllj of gnat anti- 
qililj mil liigh MaLiun. and niumondili) for hating prodnced tvo archUahopa, \i«., tha 
■dIiJocI of ihc prCKiit iiotict!, and Dnclor Matl1ii-w lliitton, hit direct ancoBtor, iniiislBtnl 
to Iha airhlnpivopal «M of York, illli of Munli, 1594.— So« Burke'i t'vmniMiprt, 
•vl. )ii. pp. 101, 3t'u. 
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(latus, wlio became an eminent merchant at Manchester, and is 
known as the author of an account of the earthquake at Lisbon, 
which Bp[)eare(l in ' The Gentleman's Magazine' of December 
1755. His daughter, widow of Dr. Darbey, a physician of the 
Manchester infirmary, and liis nephew, Luke Heslop, D.D., Arch- 
deacon of Bucks, are still living.* 

" Two other sons, Thomas and Theophilus, embraced the mer- 
cantile profession in London, and died leaving considerable 
fortunes : William, the second son, received a college education, 
and was afterwards tutor to Lord Verney. His third daughter, 
Catharine, married the Rev. John Wood, of Stockton ; and 
Sophia died in Manchester, as did also her brother Deodatus." 

The only memorial of the Dean's family in the parish register, 
besides the extract already given, is the interment of his daughter 
Constantia, in the month of September, 1/29. 

But there is a curious document still in existence, exhibiting 
another of the privileges exercised by the Deans of Middlehani : 
and this is a licence t to Maria Stott, the wife of Tliomas Stott, to 
practice as a midwife any where within his jurisdiction. 

On the decease of Mr. Cotes, the deanery was bestowed on 
Edward Place, Master of Arts.^ 

His installation is recorded in the following memorandnm made 
in the parish register.^ 

• Tliis iCMiunt wu« wrillen in the ywr 1323, 

t Mitldleliun M8S, Appendix ?. 

% The bmil; at Ptaice liu long l>eea ruiiiiMted irilli tht dutrtct of RIcllmanddiire, tint 
It doea Dot cteorl; ippesr ivliicll biunch of It produced llie lire Mid ton who were dekOn at 
Middlchvn. Amougil the miaccUiuwoiu [ledigrcui Hwl. MSS. 1IT4| ISDIi, nonvcoui- 
niL-ueing with Edward Lord Pliuw, IwiH]'. Ednard 11, ddJ CMTying the line to IUb cIoM 
tit tliH aixteenth ccntuiy. 

i Sec nJig Huri. MSS. 
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" Memorandum, that on Saturday, the first day of May, one 
thousand seven-hundred mid forty-two, liis Majesty's grant of 
the dignity and deanery of tlie collegiate church of Middleham, in 
the county of York, dated tlie first day of March last, was publioly 
read in the said collegiate church immediately after di\-ine service j 
and also a mandamus to install or assign unto Edward Place, 
Master of Arts, a stall in the choir, and a place in the said church, 
according to custom ; whereupon, a stall was assigned, at the 
request of the said Edward Place, by John Clayton, Rector of 
Wensley, Thomas Gale, Rector of Scruton, Thomas Nelson, 
Rector of Fingall, James Hayton, Vicar of Hornby, Gregory 
Elsley, Curate of Patrick- Brompton, George Shilhto, Vicar of 
Thornton-Steward, Mark Brathwait, Doctor of I^aws, and several 
others, which said stall the said Edward Place accepted and took 
possession of as Dean of Middloham." 

The first act of Dean Place, and that within two day* after his 
installation, was the ajipointment of Mark Brathwait, Doctor of 
Laws, as his commissary or official principal ; and under this Dean 
commenced the issue of marriage Uccnces and publication of banns, 
as in other parishes j although it would appear, that when the 
Dean liimself celebrated a marriage, he performed it, as his prede- 
cessors had done, without either publication or licence first granted. 

This we infer from the peculiar manner in which the entries of 
weddings (and they were numerous) are made ; for wherever a 
marriage is recorded, which had been performed by any clergyman 
save the Dean, there is added " by virtue of licence," sometimes 
from Mark Brathwait, Doctor of Laws, sometimes from Mr. 
Edwurd Place, Dean of this Collegiate Church, or "by publica- 
tion ;" but when, in a few instancea, the Dean himself performed 
tlie nuptial ceremony, then the entry simply is •• ^ 
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were married by the reverend tlie Dean of this Collegiate Church," 
without any referenue either to banns or hcence. 

Dean Place, who had at one time been Vicar of Well, became 
subsequently Rector of the valuable living of Bedale,* which he held 
for some years, together with the deanery of Middleham ; but this 
latter preferment he resigned in the year 1 754, and was succeeded 
in it by bis son, Kdward Place the younger, who had been pre- 
viously the curate, minister, or clerk sacristane. His instalment 
is recorded nearly in the same terms as that of his father. 

It may here be mentioned that during the entire incumbency of 
the elder Dean Place, there were regular courts held annually in 
addition to the Dean's visitation, called " Courts of Correction," 
to which persons guilty of notorious crimes, punishable by the 
ecclesiastical laws, were cited, and " the office of the judge pro- 
moted against them," 

In several cases thus recorded, the decree of court was that the 
convicted party should t "extract an order of penance," to be 
performed on one or other of certain specified Sundays ; and from 
the same source we find that the penances were duly discharged. 

A similar plaik was pursued during the earlier years of the 
second Dean Place ; although the last entry wc find of a penance 
having been actually performed, occurs in 1735. 

Each of the Dean Places seems to have pursued the quiet tenor 

* Mr. PIwo hoM tbc ItHttny uf BeOalc ttoia the year 1731 lill 1ii> itcMb, wbieli 
we Hnd, 1>y the fullDWinij ailnct frum tba register of buriata in Ibal piuiiib, DCCurMd Id 
" 1775 ; M«j die :oih, Tlio Rtv, Eilwnrti Pl««. A.M., Reclor of th» pwWi." Ub 
n'W Inlcrtvil Ivnotth a |ww, liclaii);ing b> tlie Ittclor, in tliu rlmnpel, but without any 
inxripliun. Among Iho liequoits recorded in the iwulh Biile then i« the fallowing : 

" Th« Khv, Eilward Place, CliTk, Ute RM'tor uf Uiia pariiih, bj will left twenty jiuiiiiilii, 
the yuarly bitemt llineof to 1w laltl dul in umli tor tL« nn of the Bretimn uf Beitile 
Hcnpitftl." 

t Middlduoi Court Ouvk, X'Wiii. 
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of his way, apart from the busy scenes and vexing cares of public 
life ; but Dean Place the younger was not exempted from severe 
domestic trial — ^blessed with an only child, he was doomed to sur- 
vive his loss ; born, as we find by the following memorial, in 1763. 

'^Edward, the son of the Reverend Edward Place, Dean of this 
Collegiate Church, and Anne his wife, was baptized by the Reve- 
rend Edward Place, Rector of Bedale, his grandfather, June 1.'* 

He closed his brief career in America, during the war of the 
revolution, only a year before the death of his father, who lies 
interred under a marble slab, marked with his initials E. P., and 
to whose memory, as well as to that of his son, a mural monument 
has been placed with the following inscription, against the north 
wall of the choir. 

"edwardus place, a.m. 
hujus ecclesiie per annos 30 

DECANUS INFRA SEPULTUS 
^TATIS 58^°, MENSIS APRILIS 27° DIE, ANNO CHRISTI 1785 ; 

PLACIDE MORTEM OBIVIT. 
PASTOR FIDISSIMUS 
CONJUGI PR-«CIPUE INDULGENS 
OMNIBUS PERGRATUS 
NULLI INIMICUii. 
FILII UNICI EDWARDI AMANTISSIMUS 
QUI APUD TRANSATLANTICANOS 
PRO PATRIA MILITANS 
IN MORBUM IMPLICITUS 
VICESIMUM PRIMUM AOENS ANNUM 
IMMATURA MORTE DECBSSIT 
ILLIUS EJUSQUE MEMORI.%: 
CONJUX ET MATER MiESTISSIMA 
HOC MONUMENTUM PONERE CURAVIT." 
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Grief for the premature loss of his only ciiild accelerated, it is 
said, the death of Dean Place at the early age of 58 ; and he was 
succeeded in the deanery by- 
Robert Boucher Nickolls, LL.B.,* whose installation took place 
on the 11th day of August, 1786. 

This gentleman, a native of the West Indies, was presented, 
in 1779, to the rectory of Stoney Stanton, Leicestershire, by 
the Earl of Huntingdon; and, in 17S5, to the collegiate deanery 
of Middleham, through the interest of the Duke of Northumber- 
land, for liis services as chaplain to the 5th regiment of foot in 
America ; and for his loyalty in that war.f 

Dean Nickolls was a man of no ordinary stamp; living during r 
period of unexampled excitement, and one fraught with imminent 
danger to our national liberties and glorious constitution, he 
was distinguished by his energetic and uncompromising esertions 
in defence of those institutions, civil and ecclesiastical, which he 
so venerated and loved. Associated, too, as he was, witli the most 
distinguished men of the day, Wilberforce,t Granville Sharp, 
Clarkson, and their companions, in endeavouring to break the 
bonds of African slavery, and to remove from their country that 
foul stain which had so long sullied the lustre of its diadem, he 
neglected not the while the duties imposed upon him as Dean 
of Middleham. 

Of this, the several valuable memoranda made in his own hand- 
writing in the parish register, and the records in the court book, 
afford abundant evidence. 



* MJiUldiun MSS. AppendU Q. 

t Genllomiiii^ Mngniine, lol. LXXXiT. ii. 40S. 

t Lite of WUIiecfunw, vvi. L ji. l&l, it poelni. 
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The concurrent testimony of many respectable individuals who 
knew hira well, and still survive, prove how rigid was Dean 
Nickolls ill tlic performance of his own functions, and how strict 
in endeavouring to enforce good conduct, moral and religious,* in 
those entrusted to his jurisdiction; requiring exemplary behaviour, 
not merely within the walls of God's House, and during the hours 
of divine service, but also, after those services were concluded, 
walking into different parts of the parish to enforce order and 
decorum among t!ie inhabitants. 

Two records which he has left behind evince his decisive pro- 
ceedings in more flagrant cases of irreverence. 

The first, which is a very curious document, is extracted at full 
length from the parish register : 

• TUe foUoiwing extnd hasm ftronKlj on lhi« pciul : " An Mr, Hardy hai toWlly conflncil 
Uu ' Tribute ' U> onr poiiit in Dip inanj rgmpoaing thu laid Dkbd'h cEurnctcr, iHTliup }<>ii 
will »llow mi> lo call ;aur abKrvUkm (o a itocnment, tlrongl}' diumrtoriatlc of him u ui 
•leallflnt and Kttcnlltu puuli firint. The following ii a copy of a ' nottce ' vliivli lie Jiit- 
pnwil lliruujjhout tiU can, previoiu to tlio liut-ilar, in Pebrnu?, 180T. 
•HtmcE. 

'The Rector ofthii pariih ■ docs hereby euimlly exliort and premoniah oil pinoni in 
thil bin euro, ■Irlclly to aliiervc thu Kiiig't procbiniMlan foraQpneml Fait on Wednoday, 
the 25lli instant, by rcnorllnK lo tlie Houau nt Q<kI fur tlio •olemnitiet of devolloti, in clue 
■MHin for tlio commtmccmenl of (lie Mrvico, botli in the morning and in tlie ■ftemoan ; 
■Una by a rollgioni abatinenee till llie (ervico ia over, nnd liy a pious conduot in Ibeir 
binllla alterwanis ; and all pahtiMn* ara premoniibed nnl to entertain any guntn or 
Invellen dunii)j tlio hour* of dlTiDe wonliip. Tlio moat acrioai rrgsrd lo Ihii admonilion 
I* enjoined npon all in thia day of publie danger, as they daire the favour and bIcMing of 
Almighty Qod, upon thtmaelia and their etmaUj.' 

" The Dean waa paltieularly attentive to Iha ' Voulh of Uie Flock,' and I euinot araid 
•ipreaaing an aameal wiiili, (bat nanio of liii reverend brethren will endeavour lo raite a 
■tribute' to hia clerical eliamcter, and match il from thai oblivion ubiph encirclaa tlie 
gkioai} nuuLsiona of the dMul, and hidra Iheir eseellmpin nr Uieir toiblea Traa the obatT' 
ntionofposterilr. C.R." GeiKleraan'sMaguiine, .May, ISIO, p. 400. 



• Bionej Stanton, 
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" Burials, October 29th, 1 792. 
" 1 enter under the hea.d of burials as apiritually dead the 
names of 

John Sadler, 
Clerk to Mr. John Breare, Attorney-at-Law, of this place ; and 

CHRIBTOPnER FeLTON, 

Clerk to Mr. Luke Yarker, Attorney-at-Law, of this place } first 
for irreverent behaviour in church a second time, after public 
reproof on a former occasion of the same sort ; and, secondly, 
when mildly admonished by me not to repeat the same, they 
both made use of the most scandalous and insolent words 
oonoerning myself, for which I thought proper to pass a public 
censure upon them after sermon {though they were wilfully 
absent), in the face of the congregation ; and enter the men- 
tion of the same in this book, tliat the names of those insolent 
young men may go down to posterity as void of all reverence 
to God and las ministers. Witness my hand, 

RoBT. B. NiCKOLLS, Dean. 

Witness, Roqr. Dawson, Reg^." 

And when In January, 1 7S^t Thomas Ibbotson, who was then 
parish clerk, had been guilty of gross misconduct in the House of 
God, the Dean immediately caused him to be cited into bis 
court, where, after due investigation of the charges alleged against 
him, he pronounced the following sentence ; * 

** That Tliomas Ibbotson should be suspeoded from the offiee 



■ MiadleliMn Court Book, 
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of porish clerk, without forfeiting the wages, until after the iUth 
day of February then next, being the first Sunday in Lent j that 
he do not approach the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper on that 
day, that, hy the prayers of Lent, he might be titled for it at the 
festival of Eaater ; and, lastly, that, on the first Sunday of the 
ensuing Lent, he should stand during service until the Nicene 
creed was read, before the font under the gallery, and then depart 
to & private seat, after having read distinctly the following acknow- 
ledgement, VIK. : — 

" I, Thomas Ibbotson, do acknowledge that, on the day of the 
Feast of Circumcision, I behaved very irreverently in the House 
of God : that I interrupted the divine service, and conducted 
myself in such a manner, both in the church and out of it, as to 
give just cause of offence to the congregation then present ; that I 
was led to this misconduct by resentment, and not being perfectly 
sober at the time, fur which I beg pardon of Almighty God, and 
do promise to order myself with greater sobriety and decency for 
the time to come." 

Mr. NickoUs resided during the latter part of his life principally 
at his rectory in Leicestershire, where he died, loved and 
respected, on the llth of October, 1814, in the 72nd year of his 
age, and the 29th of his installation.* 

So prominent was the part which this excellent Dean took in 
the varied and important events of his day, that the following 
tribute to his character from the elegant pen of J. Stockdale 
Hardy, Esq., of Leicester, which originally appeared in "The 



* " Tin following clcgmi opiCnpli How gtuM* s iirat tuMut tlial luut bcuii cnx.ii:J 
SMugr Staawn, to Uic owmury of Uiii uv\j wwib; Usui -.— 
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Gentleman's Magazine" for March 1816, may, we conceive, T>e 
most appropriately added here entire. 

" It is much to he regretted tliat sufHcient materials for a 
regular biographic memoir of the lamented deceased do not appear 
to exist, since, had they so existed, the public would doubtless have 
been favoured with such a memoir from an abler pen than the one 
which now ventures to direct the attention of your readers to the 
shrine of departed worth, 

" It would be impossible to delineate a faithful character of the 
late Dean nithout occupying too large a portion of your columns ; 
indeed I shall not presume t« attempt, what I know I am utterly 
ipable of performing; and I shall therefore, in the present 
nstance, totally cunline myself to that point of view, wherein he 
furnished us with so striking an example of the union of the sacer- 
dotal and citizen characters, aii uiiion which, in his person, was of 

L iidernoacl) 

■re dcfusitcd tlie monal rmuias of 

TliH Ter; ReverciiJ 

Rul>eit Ituuc^hn Nickvlli, I.L.B. 

D«ui of MiddlehuD, aud 

Rector of this pariili. 

Ui> ChriMiaii fai *i>A sileiuivc laming nre iliawii bj niuueroiu puLtiektian* 

in Oefonce of Rdigion ; •□(! > difTiuiire charilj, (lie fhiit of lib billi, •bono 

tiiith in hit diil; eumpltt. After ■ 1 ong lifv, ^wot in tlii S^rricc of liU Snlonr, 

in irliom alam he linsled for tcccplanre willi Ood, be ma Rinin«d b; • (hart 

illaCB 10 «lenwl lOt, 

on tli>illtli4iijotOcKibcT, 1614, 

In tb« T&lb Jtar of liit age. 

Thi> nwnumeDt hu erected hf Lis ifflicteil lurtivioj; Bntlier, Janus Bnwa 

NicLoIb, of jUnandiia, in Vii^aia, in gnlefol rciDanlmne* of bis priiale 

tirtua and public DHtulnna. 

' Ili« numoo oftlic juK is bloovd.' " 

Qent. Mag. June HIS, j>, 18S. 
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great advantHge to both church and state, and proved him to be 
an orthodox divine, while it sliewed litm to be a loyal and active 
member of the community. 

" Wlien that enemy to society and mankind the French Revo- 
lution began to disperse its specious but baneful principles, the 
Dean was among the foremost of those truly patriotic citizens 
who raised their warning voices in exposing its dangerous tendency 
and ultimate object; like Tliemistocles, he preferred 'nipping the 
bud, to stemming the torrent •' and, in the prosecution of his 
object, he enlisted all bis natural and intellectual powers. In this 
Revolution he read not only a barefaced attempt upon social order 
and decorum, but a direct attack upon Christianity itself. As a 
citizen, he repelled the tirst ; and as a presbyter, he defended the 
Church against the second. The press teemed with tiie labours of 
his pen, while the pulpit echoed with the sound of his voice ; and 
when the monster dared to erect its crest with additional boldness, 
like a faitlifid centinel, he grappled with it in its very den, refuted 
the assertions of its friends on their own data, and endeavoured to 
bring into public odium those principles, which, wliile they spoke 
' smooth things' to the face, were secretly aiming a fatal stab at 
llie dearest privileges of our country, and the sacred institutions 
of our ancestors. Connnccd that civil society was of divine 
appointment, and tliat its various ramilications were necessary to 
its due preservation, the Dean manfully unmasked thuse Mattering, 
deceptive insinuations which were tlirown out by designing men, 
and the object of which was to render the lower classes of bis 
countrymen dissatisfied with that station in life which an All-wise 
Providence bad assigned them. 

"'There must be wisdom and virtue in the higher orders of the 
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commUQity,' said tlie Dean at this eventful period) *tO connect 
and preserve, to defend and direct the several parts of the machine 
of civil aociety ; while the patient labours and endeavours of the 
meanest are equally requisite, though subservient, to the prosperity 
of nations ; the foundation of the noblest building, though laid 
deep and low, and composed of the coarsest materials, 1ms yet the 
merit of susttuning the whole work, and is no leas essential to it 
than tlte stateliest and most beautiful pillars.' * 

"Thus was it that this firm friend to our happy constitutions, 
endeavoured to direct the pausions of his indigent neighbours into 
a proper channel, and to prevent them from fialUng into that 
labyrinth which had been prepared for their reception by the agents 
of revolutionary frenzy, and which could not have failed of over- 
whelming their ill-fated possessors with misery and despair, had 
they madly precipitated themselves into its tremendous gulph. 

"The Dean's labours in the above respect were not in vain : he 
had the gratilication of knoving that his addresses and his writings 
contributed, in several instances, to arrest the progress of some 
who were preparing to shake hands ' with the abettors of French 
politics and the vindicators of French atheism, 't and to recall 
others who hod formed so dangerous nu union, to a proper sense 
of their civil and religious duties. Although his personal con- 
ferences possessed much of the /or/(7cr in re, and stood much In 
need of the suaviler in modo, yet his zeal for the success of the 
cause in which he had embarked, and his manifest sincerity in his 
vishes for the welfare of those whom he addressed, supplied, in a 

* 8™ '■ ITie Diily of HU|.|H,rtin({ buiI Jeftnding our Country »l>il CorurUWllon : a Di«- 
coune preuhcd in the CuUcgiito CbiuDh of Kliddlchani, Pth. 10, 1T03| on Ui« |ir(Hi>*at 
D( A mr." 

t Sm hii •■ Bwij pa tlu principlw ol Preneli C^tuui," pabliilied lu I'i'i. 
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great measure, this defoot, and induced them to listen to advice 
oomniuntcated in an earnest, though uncouth form, and of such 
a nature as to furnish ample food for the reflection of the soher 
hour, and to induce them to forsake the inauspicious convoy 
under which tliey either had sailed, or were preparing to embark j 
to those who yet retained their scruples as to the propriety of 
a Monarchical Government, he would apply the observation of 
Tacitus ; and while he told them to remember the many blessings 
which they enjoyed under tiie happy Government of their owti 
country, he would remind them, in the words of that historian, 
' Roipublicie forma, laudare facilius qaam evenire ; et si evenit, 
baud diutuma esse potest.* 

"When that memorable question of the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade was brought under tlie consideration of a British Legislature, 
and before the view of a British public — when the towering 
eloquence of a Pitt supported the persuasive eloquence of a 
WiLBERFORCE in this great cauBo of humanity and justice — the 
Dean was not idle. The abolition of the above traffic had been 
an event which he had fondly cherished the hope of witnessing, 
ever since his personal observation, when abroad,* of the inhu- 
manity of Guinea captains, and (gcnernlly speaking) the avaricious 
temperament of West India planters, had convinced him of the 
unhappy state in wliieh the African negroes were placed ;t torn 



• " Tb* Deu «M • n»tl'a of Iho Ww Indies" 

t T1i« abuve ia ibe lulitUnce at t/bat b( once monliotietl to mn in (^onTorMtlon ; pro. 
bMy, hovvver, ibc Dun rnti rtnliiwl li; hr too hanli An oiJialon ot Uio Guinea iu«n:liuili 
and Wot Initiix pUnlcn : it a well known that auin; uf Uie tatter wire nien of tli" mnt 
WTTMil ftoUun* and liuraaii* lialiju i anil, witb rvgnnl t« lh» form<>r, Mndonr i^aliipeU tu 
to hop* that, amongrt Iham, llmre wen maiij whn« rmployment liad nut 10 tltvltd tliv 
luVS u to nndw It Imptnioui la Ilia nil* t>r UunuiiHjr I 
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frequently when adults from their native soil, to serve the private 
purposes of others — obliged to be fellow-labourers with those who 
had been accustomed to the occupation from earliest infancy — he 
commiserated these wretched creatures, who were impelled, con- 
trary to nature, to follow an employment to which they felt no 
attachment, to the due performance of which no moral or social 
ties urged them, and in which their instructors were the Creoles, 
and their incitement to labour the fear of chastisement. As a free- 
man of a Nation professing to rank tlie highest in the scale of 
nations, as the supporter of freedom, and the friend of humanity, 
the Dean felt it liis duty to protest against the continuance of a 
traffic, which was a stranger to Uie name of the one, and a daily 
violator of the laws of the other; and as a presbyter of the 
Christian church, he felt himself no less imperiously called upon 
to raise his voice agiunst a system at direct variance with the 
fundamental doctrines which she preached— doctrines which taught 
men to ' love one aTiothcr,' and wliich told them, that * all things 
whatsoever we would that men should do unto us, we should do 
even so to them.' — Alike unmoved at the reproach nf being a 
religious enthusiast, which was cast upon him on the one hand, 
and the charge of inconsistency as a favourer of revolutionary 
principles, which was alleged against him on the other, the Dean 
steadily pursued his object ; telling the one party, that if a fellow- 
feeling for the suflferings of fellow-creatures, and a desire of alle- 
viating those sufferings, could be called religious enthusiasm, he 
acknowledged hitnaelf as labouring under that disorder ; * and the 



f " As lii» reply to the ikbave cat il, I could Tbdcj our lunentod friend kdopling the cdo- 
bratfit wutimeiit uf tlie Raman Comediin — ' Iloma nuni, et liuiUMii nihil > mi aiieniiiii 
(roto;' n iciiUmeDt, wUch ig wid (a hue b«ca ncnTcd willi reitenwd plaudita bf a 
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other, that if the desire of civilizing a nation rendered unprin- 
cipled and barbarous by intestine commotions, occasioned by 
resistance to illegal captures, savoured of revolutionary principles, 
he was proud in entertaining them. The endeavours of the Dean 
to bring the West India planters to a sense of their true interests, 
were tantamount to those which he used to impede the progress 
of infidelity and disaffection. Numerous were the journeys which 
he took to fonvard this great cause of national justice and retri- 
bution; and the value of his services may be collected from the 
public vote of thanks with which he was honoured, from tlie 
society that was formed to assist in accomplishing the great object, 
which Mr. Wilberforce and his parliamentary associates had in 
view. * Tlie publications on tliis subject which owed their 
appearance to his prolific pen, were numerous ; and it is greatly 
to be regretted, that our lamented friend never kept an accurate 
account of the pamphlets and incidental tracts, which on tliis, as 
on other great questions, he gave to the world. Happily he lived 
to see the fruits of his labours in the abolition of this detested 
traffic — an abohtion produced, not by the blaze of eloquence, or 
the trick of declamation; but by solid, well-founded conviction; 
wrought on the minds of our Legislators by a slow yet sure pro- 
gress, and which terminated, as it was certain of doing, in their 
' breaking the bunds ' of Afric slavery, and ' throwing away hoai 
their native country the stigma with which she had been so long 
branded.' 

Ifc^^'fn «adienca, kdiI which hu bMn huded down to iQccw^ling *gn, ks one, ' vhich 
•pMla wltli laob clflgsDM and Bimplicilj Uie luigiu^ of nBton, uid lupports the unlive 
indapmdoiiMi of nun.' " 

' " I bflllcTO the OTai^ti>-be-remeiuberod Giuiville Shup linaldcil whon Iho aboni rote 
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"When the Roman Catholics petitioned our Legislators forwhaC 
was called Cathohc Emancipation — when they boldly asked for an 
nnqualilied repeal of those laws which have been justly denomi- 
nated ' the bulwarks of our Constitution,' the Dean was found at his 
post. Convinced that a compliance with the above request would 
be equivalent to an extinction of the Protestant ascendancy in this 
country, he considered himself called upon, as a presbyter and a 
citizen, to stand in the breach on behalf of the Protestant Church 
and State to which he belonged ; and, with all his ability to protect 
them from the infliction of so mortal a wound, as an unrestricted 
concession of Roman Catholic claims could not have failed of 
giving them. Perhaps no one, in an historical point of view, was 
more competent to argue this great national question than the 
Dean was ; and, although it is to be lamented that his zeal some- 
times exceeded his prudence, pending the discussion, yet his 
firmness in resisting what he thought to be wrong, and his equal 
firmness in supporting what he conceived to be right, was deserving 
of universal admiration. BeUeving that the Roman Catholic 
question had never been sufficiently considered by many who had 
the Protestant cauiie thoroughly at heart, he endeavoured to excite 
their attention to it, as a question of the utmost consequence, and 
as one upon the decision of which depended either the mainte- 
nance or the downfall of our civil and religious privileges. With 
every respect for the Church of Rome as a true branch of the 
Catholic Church, he did not hesitate to expose those corruptions 
which in the later periods of Ecclesiastical History had crept into 
her pale, and robbed her of that purity which he believed the 
Church of England to have retained. While he detested the 
modem Pope, he venerated the ancient Bishop of Rome; and 
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his Opposition to the claims of the Roman Catholics arose from 
his dread of the opcratiun of those principles, which teach them 
to persecute and domineer, instead of to convince and unite.* 

" In that memorable year (1812) when his country was placed 
in so awful and novel a situation, when the mighty legions of 
France were preparing to enter the austere clime of Russia, and, 
by a conquest of her vast domains, to pave the way for a general 
subjugation of Europe, then was it that the Dean so greatly dis- 
tinguished himself in his exertions against the claims of the 
Roman Catholics; though far beyond the meridian of life, and 
sinking fast into the ' vale of years,' yet the urgency of the 
occasion, and the peculiarly threatening aspect of public affairs, 
aroused his yet active spirit, and induced him once more to enter 
the 'tented field' on behalf of all that he held dear and 
sacred upon earth — the civil and ecclesiastical constitution of his 
countrj' ! His time at this moment was entirely devoted to the 
service of this sacred cause ; and his labours to produce a general 
consideration of the subject amongst his Protestant countrjonen, 
and to arouse them from that fatal lethargy into which they 



* *■ It U anfortuTiBla tor the dixcoiisioii oflhe Ronun Catholic ctsinu. tliBl, uolna linai 
can be tokou, tlie inri} oppoaini; them ia 'er; frequetitl; beCnjed jdId the uh> at eipna- 
klon*. oliich Are ciklcuLaled to wound the feeling of moat hunounbto mini rcflpoctAlile 
rliuscten. It would be nhinif'l to den; that unongM the Roman Oilholics llivrv u 
tvety thinggood, gnat, and noble; and thi* it raoal linocrelj to be regretted, wlisn it ia 
conaidered, that those who are ollierwue erer; w»j calculated to be the omaiuents bikI 
pride of thrir natSra rountrj, are neoaauil)' Fxcluiled, h; tlie fuDdameDtal Ian of that 
niuutrj. tram dln<!ting her a&Ira or aaabtltig at her Legklatlve CouneUi. It would give 
me gnat l^ain, if, in the general obeervatioiu whlcli I have tuule, I ilioulU hart the (eeljogi 
of any niaiDbeT of thi- Roman Callxilip IhhI; ; liut it would liaic given me br greater pain 
If. [oaiold liuiting tboeeboUn^, I had hoodwinked Ibe njiuidenliou of a great national 

■(UulllWl. " 
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appeared to have fallen, were unremitdng ; * but his success in these 
particulars was by no means equal to his expectations ; and be was 
almost going to sit down in despair ; was preparing to writo 
' Ichabod' on the gates of that Church in which he delighted — • 
when the ever- memorable Charge of the Bishop of Lincoln burst 
upon the view of the public, and carried with it that conviction 
which had so long been wanting to fan the embers of Protestant 
zeal into a flame. Happily the Archdeaconry of Leicester was 
amongst those districts which first caught that hallowed flame; 
and the Dean was amongst the most active of those clergymen 
who assisted in directing its course. In the month of November, 
in the above year, a meeting of the clergy was holden, for the 
purpose of petitioning the Legislature against any further con- 
cessions being made to the Roman Catholic body, and early in 
the month of December, a ver\' spirited and able petition was 
presented from them to the Lords, by their esteemed diocesan ; 
and to the Commons, by their county representatives. From this 
time until the great question received its decision, the Dean re- 
mained in a state of the most anxious suspense; but when the 
inteihgence arrived that the House of Commons had virtually 
rejected thejclaims, he gave a vent to his joy, and improved the 
subject by a very able discourse preached a few Sundays after- 
wards. 

" Subsequent to this period, and during the life of tlie Dean, no 
attempts worth noticing were made by the Roman Catholics to 



■ The TrW't*. Sia., wliieh the Osui invM «ad ilupiniHl apun thU, hii htouriu qiu 
linn, were (I linil *1ni(HE uii]) InnunifnMu : nl iIki jiotukI mIiuid tettmnt to, ■ un 
n'liloni piuHid wilhuut oat uf llicoii uinltliii; ito Bp[HiaRiiU7a j br>I liin slllin|(ninni bore 
grvnttr itMunliluux la ■ compuidbirV Mud) Usui lliii aputtiteut ot n i>rinte clia'gjiuiui. 
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obtain their favonrite object; notwithstanding this, he bore the 
subject in mind, and it was one of his latest requests to an inti- 
mate friend, never to neglect an opportunity of caUing the atten- 
tion of the public to the point. In a letter written a few months 
previous to his decease, speaking upon the topic, he remarks, 
tliat ' it may seem improper to introduce any subject which may 
have the slightest tendency to provoke discussion, or revive the 
disputes of former days, at a time when the welcome appearance 
of peace has been universally hailed with the most fervent rejoio 
ings by a delighted people — when the honours of a grateful 
country have been heaped upon the heads of returning victors, 
and nothing has been heard but the cheerful sound of congratu- 
lation' (alluding to the rejoicings occasioned by the peace then 
lately concluded), 'but,' continues the Dean, 'when it is recol- 
lected, that our dearest interests may be materially injured by our 
silence, and that an interval of tranquillity may be made use of to 
lull our suspicions and destroy our energies, by inviting our atten- 
tion to the ephemeral scenes of present gaiety, when we should 
be engaged in making preparations for the repulsion of a future 
Attack upon our national liberties ; I hope you will not consider 
my present allusion to the Roman Catholic Question as either un- 
seasonable or improper.' The Dean had his request granted, in 
not living to witness the constitution of his country, in his opinion, 
either altered or infringed upon ; and I am quite sure, Mr. Urban, 
that I am echoing your sentiments, when, in allusion to that con- 
stitution, I exclaim, Ebto Perpetua ! 

" Until, therefore, Sir, sufficient materials be formed to enable a 
more powerful pen to rescue the memory of Dean Nickolls from 
the wreck of time, by giving the world a regular memoir of his 
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life and writings,* this sincere but feeble tribute to that memoty 
may serve to show posterity, through the medium of your peren- 
nial pages, that, in his persot] civil society has lost an able advo- 
cate, humanity a firm friend, and the constitution of his country a 
faithful presbyter and citizen !" 

With Mr. NickoUs must close our brief a»d imperfect History 
of the Deans of Middleham. He was succeeded in the Deanery 
by the Very Reverend P. S. Wood, LL.D., the present Dean, 
whose installation took place on the 3rd day of December, 1814. 

* " He pulilutaed, in 17S2, > dUcannK presi^hed M LcirMter, May 6, tt Ibc ViiiitKtion 
of the ArchdeBcoD, from 1 Tim. iT. 16. under Uie title of 'The general objeds DfCleriot 
■llenlion couidereil, wilb jiBTliculu referruce |u Ibe preKnt titoea i" in wbicb tbe [lecu- 
liar abjeoU of Cliriitisnily are iacalraloii witli great enei^, in oppowtion to (he prin- 
ciple* uf Hobbiam ; and bo distingntabed hinuelf honounbly In 176S, hy a vary humnne 
pampbiut on the Slata Tntde, under the title at • A Letter to the Treasurer uf tliB Society 
inatitntsd for the purpoK of effecting thti Abolition of the Slave Trade.'' In annwer to a 
Kqueat of Mr. Nicholn to be fumuhed vilb a liu of hia publications Ibr hl> ' HiitoiT at 
X.oicaIenhire,' the good Dean »ld, ' 1 liaTo done nothing of importance enough U) 
merit notice ; and the things I have published, about half a daien Sermann, and nearijr 
twan^ anonymous tracts, 1 have set ao little nine upon, that 1 have not even kept 
copies hy me, except of a very few of the printed once. The MSS. were left in tbe 
luuiJs of the different printera ; and I have not even a list of the titlee. Some of the 
last things, small piece*, were published in the Anti-Jacobin ; one upon the Dinolution 
at Parliament^Considerations on the R^oclion of the Catholic Bill, printed ut Hinckley, 
and inserted by the Antl-Jecoliin (not by my desire) for April, or May, or June 1807 j 
another on the Cunles proposed Bill in the Bstne Reriaw, in one ot those months in the 
Deil year, ISOa ; another, on the Authenticity of St. Matthew^ Qaapel, ia answer to 
Evanson, December, 180S ; the last, signed Eusobius, in the nme Renew for May, ISOD, 
• On tbe Growth ot Schism in the Church, and tbe means ot checking it.' 

*' Mr. Niehols was indebted to Ihb geatleonsn tor some interesting memoirs of the Rev. 
John Bold, fonneriy Curate uf Stoney Stanton.* These memoira hate been adopted Ly 
Mr. Chalmcns in his ' Biographioal Dictionary.' 

" By tliu death of this worthy Divine, the cause of Inie Religion and the Churoh of 
England has been deprived of a moat lalusble friend and advucate ; and all Ibe pour with 
whom he was in the remotat degree eonnected have suMained a seven) lo«." — Gcntlo- 
Duui'a Msgaiine, vol. luxjv. ii. 405. 

* Sec " Ilislaij ot LoccMatthire," tiil. ii, p, U7G. 
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•Very RevI Peter Scrimshire Wood, LL.D., 1814 
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tP. A. L. Wood, A.M. . 
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1S44 


JWilli.m AtthiU, B.D. (Sub-Dean) 


St. Catharine's 


1839 


5G. A. Bumaby, A.M. . 


St. Ninian's 


1842 


llJohn De La Feld, A.M. 
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1842 


ItCliarles Kingsley, B.A. . 


St. Anthony's 


1845 


»'M. D. Duffield, B.D. . 


St. Barbara's 


1843 



COHMISSABY, &C. 

. Rev. William Atthill. 

Reqibtbar and Chapter Clerk, 

tfj. B. Langliorne, Esq., Richmond. 

OuQANisT, Mr. Jones. Parish Clerk, Mr. J. Wright. 

Sbxton, Mr. J. Fisher. 

CiiCRcrt Wabdens, 

Messrs. Robt. Johnson, Thos. Midgley, and Wm. Lodge. 

■ Raolor of LillluUia, Middluwx, and Vicu of MiddleLoa, Norfalk. 
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tt Dep. BaglMnr Gir the AicbdcwNinrj at Richmond. 



H.R.H. Ihe Duke of 
SuHVX i and Dgmettlo 
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^W 


^H Dole of 

^H Iiuullotion 
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^H Rword o 


Catalogue of tiik Deans of Middleram. ^^H 




Data of Dmlh. ^^H 
itoourd or. ^^H 


^1 147s 


William Beverley . 


^H 


^1 


John Halle 


1515 ^^M 


^1 


Simon Welden, LL.B. 


1535 ^^M 


^1 1536 


William WiUes . 


1552 ^H 


^H 1609 


Henry Pagett 


April, 1618 ^H 


^M 1620 


Nathaniell Pagett . 


Novr. 1636 ^H 


^1 1633 


Joshuah PuUein . 


Deer. ^^M 


^M 1660 


Thomas Holdsworth, M.A. 


168L ^^M 


H 1681 


Christopher Coleby, MA. 


July, ^M 


H 1718 


Luke Cotea, M.A. 


July, I ^H 


H 1742 


Edward Place, M.A. 


October, 1754 ^H 


H 1754 


Edward Place, junr. M.A. 


April, 1785 ^^M 


H I7S5 


Robert Boucher Nickolls, LL.B. 


October, 1814 ^^M 


^1 1814 


Peter Scrimshire Wood, LL.D. 


DiuVivatt ^H 


^H Catalogue of the Clerks SACKisTANf 


, Curates* ob ^^H 


^H Ministers for Divine Services ai> 


D Offices. ^H 


^H IHteeTflnt 
^H lUcordof. 


Date of liM ^^H 
R«ora of. ^^^M 


^H — . 


Michael Watherwicke, Minister 


1661 ^H 


H 1681 


Robert Turner, Claricus 


^H 


H — 


James King, Curate 


1742 ^^M 


H 1742 


Richard Walker, Curate to the Dean 


1748 ^H 


^V pui*h npntn or other documeiili, io mwij inalanoei bj the in 


mffiud to hb D>me ID tho ^^1 
nUxal bimMlL ^^H 
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Date of first 
Record of. 

1748 
1749 



1768 
1773 

1777 

1787 

1789 
1834 
1838 
1839 



Henry Hugill, Curate of Middleham 

Edward Place, Jan., Curate of Middleham 

John Steble, Curate 

Lister Metcalfe, Curate 

Thomas Nicholson, Curate . 

Alexander Simpson, Minister 

Christopher Lawson, Curate 

John Cockcroft, Minister and Curate 

Alfred Sadler, Curate 

H. S. Templeton, Curate to the Dean 

William Atthill, Minister 



Date of last 
Record of. 

1749 
1754 
1768 
1773 
1777 

1787 

1789 
1834 

1837 
1843 



May 3, 1742 

May 9, 1749 

May 17, 1754 
Oct. 26, 1754 



Nov. I, 1758 
Jan. 5, 1765 
June 10, 1769 
Aug. 11, 1786 
July 31, 1789 
Oct 1834 
Dec. 27,1842 

CAMD. SOC. 



Surrogates of Middleham. 

Mark Brathwait, LL.D., Commissary or Official 
Principal. 

John Nursaw, Clerk. 
r Rev. Edward Place, Jun. 
c Rev. W. Browne. 

{Rev. W. Browne. 
Rev. Edward Place, Sen. 
Rev. Leonard Howson. 
Rev. John Steble. 
Rev. Lister Metcalfe. 
Rev. Leonard Howson. 
Rev. John Cockcroft. 
Rev. John Thompson. 
Rev. William Atthill, Commissary & Surrogate. 
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* 


1721 


May 


17, 


1742 


April 


12, 


1771 


Deer. 


1, 


1772 


Feb. 


3, 


1779 


June 


25, 


1788 


Oct. 


26, 


1792 


March 11, 


1794 


June 




1832 


March 




1842 


Jan. 




1845 



Rboistrars of Middlbham. 

Mr. John Waite. 

Mr. Thomas Raper, Bedale. 

Mr. John Raper, Bedale. 

Mr. Wm. Baynes, Middleham. 

Mr. Wm. Luke Yarker, Middleham. 

Mr. Wm. Ward, Askrigg. 

Mr. Roger Dawson, Middleham. 

Mr. Chr. Topham, Middleham. 

Mr. Ottiwell Tomlin, Richmond. 

Mr. Ottiwell Tomlin, Jun., Richmond* 

Mr. J. B. Langhome, Richmond. 



Parish Clbrks. 

Henry Brunton, Clerk of this Parish, was buried y® day of June, 

1657. 
Thomas Burton, 1702. 

James Northall, Parish Clerk, y« 1st of May, 1720. 
William Bateman, May y« 17th, 1721. 
Francis Ibbotson, 1764. 
Thomas Ibbotson, 1772. 
Francis Homer, 1829. 
John Wright, 1831. 
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Cqurchwardens of the Colleqiate Church and Paris 

OF MlDDLEUAH. 

l?!.*;. Thomas Wreather, Christopher Dixon, Robert Mor6tt. 
1741- George Liingdale, Christopher Allen, Thomas Place. 
17-12. Thomas Simpson, Brian Burrell, Matcham Timms. 
1713- Edmund Atkinson, Jolin Barraet, William Wray. 

1744. John Nottingham, Christopher Dixon, John Langdale. 

1745. The same. 

1746. Thomas Bateman, Thomas Scott, Francis Ibbotson. 

1747. The same. 

174s. ThomasBateman.jun., John Bulmer, Robert Downes. 

1749. Matthew Thompson, Thomas Place, Richard Dixon, jun. 

1750. Tlie same. 

1751. John Barnet, Thomas Mersh, John Moody. 

1752. John Nottingham, William Ripley, George Langdale. 

1753. Brian Burrell, Thomas Haw, Thomas Bulmer. 

1754. Tlic same. 

1755. Peter Dixon, Edmund Atkinson, Francis Temple. 

1756. Thomas Simpson, John Langdale,jun., George Metcalfe. 
1737* John Nottingham, John Langdale, Thomas Place. 

1758. The same. 

1759. Bryan Burrell, Thomas Haw, Simon JefTersou. 

1760. Thomas Simpson, John Barnet, Thomas Bulmer, 

1761. George Langdale, Richard Dixon, John Simpson. 

1762. William Bayncs, Peter Dixon, John Langdale. 

1763. John Langdale, Bryan Burrell, Thomas Bulmer. 

1764. John Nottingham, Simon Jefferson, John Simpson. 
I7(J5. Thomas Place, Thomas Haw, William Hauxwell. 
17fi6. Thomas Bamett, Robert Gill, George Harrison. 
17'>'7. George Langdale, .lohn Langdale, Thomas Hai 
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^^^^^^^^^H 


l/Brt. 


Tliumas Bulmer, Francis Stabler, Tlionias Tenant. ^^^^^H 


17G9. 


Mark Bulmer, John Place, Godfrey Deighton. ^^^^^^| 


177!. 


Thomas Metcalfe, WiUiam Tliwaites, John Prest. ^^H 


1773. 


George Langdale, Thomas Haw, William IlauxweU. ^^| 


1775. 


Thomas Haw, Thomas Harrison, Mark Bulmer. ^^H 


i77y. 


Thomas HarHson, Mark Bulmer, Thomas Place. ^^M 


1784. 


Thomas Harrison, Mark Bulmer, George Hudson. ^^M 


178?. 


Christopher Walker, John Oliver Crowther, Godfrey ^^M 




Deighton. ^^H 


1788. 


George Langdale, John. Kearton, Michael Pratt. ^^H 


1794- 


John Kearton, John Dtxon, Kobert Burton. ^^H 


1800. 


William Topham, Thomas HarHson, John Jackson. ^H 


1804. 


James Haper, Ralph Hauxwell. ^^H 


1818. 


Ralph Hauxwell, James Ewbank, Anthony Cundall. ^^^| 


1820. 


Ralph Hauxwell, Jameij Ewbank, John BeU. ^^^^H 


1822. 


The ^^^^H 


1823. 


James Ewbank, Robert Johnson, George Rider. ^^^^^H 


182-1. 


James Ewbank, Robert Johnson, John Bell. ^^^^H 


1825- 


-IB30. The same. ^^^^^H 


1831. 


James Ewbank, Robert Johnson, Thomas Midgley. ^^^^^^^B 


1K34. 


Robert Johnson, Thomas Midgley, Ralph Warrior. ^^^^| 


1837. 


The ^^^^H 


1840, 


Robert Johnson, Thomas Lye, William Lodge. ^^^^H 


1841. 


I'he ^^^^^^^1 


1843. 


Robert Johnson, Thomas Lye, Thomas Midgley. ^^^^^^H 


1844. 


Robert Johnson, Thomas Midgley, William Lodge. ^^M 


1845. 


The same. ^^^| 


1846. 


The ^^^^^^H 
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APPENDIX (A). 
Lbtters Patent of King Edward IV. 



(lutroduc 



.. 1.. .1.) 



CdwakoL'S Oci patia rpx Angliffi et Francie I't dominus HiberniEe 
omnitiuii ad quos prxaentcs Utcra; pervenerint salutem. S<:iatis quod nos ad 
humilem suppUuationcm pnccarissimi fratris nostri Kicardi ducis Glouces- 
triffi, de gratia nostra spticiali concvssimus et liceuciam dedimna ac per pra;- 
■entes contedinius el licenciam daaiUB pro nobis vt heredibuB iioatris, quan- 
tum in Dubis est, pnefato fralri nostro quod ipse heredes vel executoreii sui 
in honore domini nostri Jesu Chriati et bcatJsiimx Virginia Maris et sanctffl 
Alkildffi quoddam Collegium apud Midelham de Decano et si-x Capellaus 
«t qiiatuor dcriciB et dc sex choriBtis ac uno clerico divina servicia et offida 
in eccle«ia parochiali ibidem pro salubri statu no^itro ac prscarissinis con- 
sortia nostrs Elizabeths reginte Angliaa ac pnefati fratris nostri et Aimi9 
uxoris ejus et heredum suorum dum vinerimus et pro animabua noBtrb cum 
ex hue luce migraveriuius, ac aninmbus illustrissimi princlpis Ricardi nuper 
ducis Eboraci fratris nostri, et fratnun et soronim ooEtrorum, ac omnium 
Bdelium defuDctorum.juxtaordinationem priefati fratris nostri heredum vel 
esecutiiruro suorum prsdictorum in hac parte fiondam ministraturia et cele- 
braturis iuipcrpetuum facere, inire, csigere, creare, fundaro, et atabilire 
possit et poBsint perpetuis futuris temporibus duraturum. Et quod ildem 
Dtrcanus et Capelkni et succcesorea sui sint iinum corpus in re et nomine, 
h>bcuitque successionem perpetuam. ac commune sigillum pro negotiia et 
agendii Cotleg^i predict^ imperpetuum dcscrviturum. Et quod iidcm De- 
caiius ct Capellani Collegii prKdicli et succeasores sui siol persones babilea 
«t cAjMCes in lege ad perquirendum terms, teneuenUi, el advocalionm 



62 



DOCUMENTS EELATINO TO THE 



ecclesiftrum a quacuinque persona give quibuscamque personis eia dare con- 
cedere vel assignare volenle vel velentihus Bibi et auccesHoribus suia imper- 
petuiim : quodqiic ipsl ct successores sui preedicti placitare et implacitari ac 
alia quascumque f'acere posaiat, aicut alius ligeus noster regni nostri Angli» 
facere possit, pernonien Decani et Capellanobum Collegii Ricarui 
Ducis Gloucestri-e de Middelham in comitate Ebor', et quod 
prffidictUB frater no3l«r et hcredes sui prsdicti patroni Coll^ii prsdicti sint 
et de fundatioue ejusdem fratria nostri et patronatu hcreduni Buorum prao- 
dictorum Collegium imperpetuum nuncupetur, ac Collegium praedictum cum 
factum, initum, erectum, creatum, fundatum et stabilitum fuerit. Collegium 
Ricardi duels Gloucestrite apud Middelham in comitatu prsedicto fundatum 
temporibuB futurix absque impctitione nostri vel beredum noBtrorum nuncu- 
pari volumus, et ipsum fratrem iLOsiram fore fuodatorem et hercdes suos 
patronos ejusdem imperpetuum ; et insuper de uberiori gratia nostra con- 
cessimus et licenciam dedimus pro nobis et heredibus nostris prsdictis 
quantum in nobis est priefatis Decano et Capellanis Collegii pnsdicti et 
successoribua suis quod ipsi et suceessores sui terras, tenementa, redditus, 
servicia ac alias possessiones quusciunque ac advocationes ecclesiomm ad 
valorem ducentarum marcarum per annum ultra omnia onera et reprisas, 
licet de nobi$ aut de aliis per (juodcumque servitium teneuntur, de quaciunque 
persona give quibuscumque personis ea eis dare, uincedcre, legate vel asaig- 
oare volentevel voleutibusperquirereet adquirerepossint et rectpere, habenda 
et tenenda eisdem Decano et Capellanis Collegii preedicti et successoribus 
auia tarn in austentationem diviui serricii in Collegio pnedicto quam in bus< 
tectationem Decani et Capellanorum Collegii prffldicti et succcssonim auorum 
ac chorislarum ct clerici prajdictorum pro tempore exigtentium imperpetuum ; 
et eidem personiB sive eisdem personis quod ipsi vel ipse terras, tenementa, 
fedditus, servicia, possessiones, ac advocationes prspdictas ad aunnum valorem 
prsedictum ultra omnia onera et reprisas ut pnediclum est dare, concedere, 
l^are, vel asBignare possit vel pcssint pnefatis Decano et Capellanis Col- 
legii prtedicti et successoribus suis sicut prsdictum eat imperpetuum tenore 
prmsentium similiter licenciam dedimus speclalem. absque impetitioiie seu 
ipedimento nostri vel hereduni noatrorum, justiciorum, cacoetonim, rice- 
luitum, ballivorum, seu aliorum ministrorum nostronmi vel heredmn nos- 
trum qiioruncumque et absque aliqtio brevi de Ad quod dnmpnum, seu 
aliquu alio mondato regio aut aliquibus inquisitionibus iu|ierinde capiendis 
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aul nliquibuH alHs Uteris regiis patentibus in hac parte prosequendis, fnciendiH, 
aive hAbeDdis, et absque fine seu feodo inde ad opus nostrum aliqualiter 
solvendo, statuio dc terris et teneracDtis ad manum mortiiam non ponendia 
aut aliqug alio statute, nctu, sive ordinalione inde incontrerium facto, edito, 
nvc proviso non obstaittc. In ciijus rei testimonium has lileraa noslraa 
fieri fecimua patentee. Teste me ipso apud Westmonasterium viccsimo primo 
die Februarii anno regni nostri decimo septimo. 

Per brevo de privato sigillo et de datu prffldiclo, auctoritate 
parliamenti. — Muhland. 



APPENDIX (B). 
Commission of the AHciiBisiior of York. 

(IntrodaetioD, p. 5.) 

Laurcmcius permigsione divina Ebomcensis archicpiscopus, Angliffl 
primoa, dilectis in Cbristo filils magisiris Roberto Bothc 1«^um doctori 
noetre metropoliticee Eboracensis ecclesife decano, Willielmo Poteman 
ftrchidiacono Clivelandiee, Henrico Gillowe subdecano, et Thoma; Baron 
caoonico et prebendorio prfefatae ecclc«ige nostrae metropoliticso Eboracensis, 
salutem, gratiam et bencdictionem. Cum illustris et pnepotena princepa et 
dominiu dominus Ricardus dux Glouccstris dominus de Midclham et 
patronua ecclesiee de Midelham prsdictas intendat ad laudem Dei et aug- 
mentationem cultus divini eccicBiain pnedictam ampllarc et eam majoribus 
redditibiM et posaessionibus dotare, ac numerum minietrorum iu eadem 
Uigere, Bi per nos vel auetoritale nostra cum consensu omnium quorum 
interest, dicta ecclesia fiierit erecta in collcgiatani, prout per nuntium 
4|jURdciii nobia literatorie destinatum accepimus, vobis, de quonim circumspec- 
ticnie et indiistria plene in Domino confidimus, communiter et diviaiin 
oommittimus et mnndAmu*, quatenua, vocatis arcbidiacono RichmoDdise seu 
ejus procuratore aliisque intt.-rease cogiiitum habentibus in spcdali et 
oauibua abis in ^iieraU ad dictam uccleaiam dc Midelham seu alium 
locum hotit^etuui et insipiem per voa eeu aliquem ve«tnim dcputandnn 
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ad certum diem per ti« vel vealrum aliquera atatuendum, dictam ecclesiam 
parochialera ad petitionem et rogatum dicti domini ducia in CDllegiatam 
erigatJEacipaainpro collcgiaU habendamet reputandam dcccmatis, ac etiam 
de inquisitione debita de fructibim, redditibus, etproventibiuejusdem certum 
Dumerum capelUnarum et alioruin nuniatrorum prout facilitates ejusdeni 
suppetfre ad hoc poaaunt in eadem ordinetis, dc regimineqiie dictorum capel- 
lanoriim ac ministrorum et cura parochianorum ac indempnitatc nostra, 
doniinorum decani et capituli ecclesiie nastrae Eboracensis prcedictEB, et died 
arcliidiaconi Richmondiic aliorumque int«resse habentium prorideatia prout 
Tobis melius videbitur expcdire, juxta aacrorum canonum ac constitutionum 
legaliixra et proTincialium poBtne provinc'ia; instituta, ceteraque oisnia ct alia 
singula facienda,e9Lercendaetexpedienda quEe in pnemissis ct circa eaneces- 
aaria fuerint eeii quomodolibct opportuna, vobia communiter et diviaiiii 
committimus vices nostras et plenam in Domino potcstAtem per prccsentes. 
Incujusrei testimonium sigillum nostrum pnescntibusapponifecimua. Datum 
in manerio nostra de SutbwcU sexto die mensia August! anno Domini 
Millessimo quadringenteaimo septuagesimo octavo ct nostm translationiB 
anno secundo. 



APPENDIX (C). 
Consent of William Beveblev, Rector ov Middblham. 

(latrodoctioD, p. 6.) 

Uhivbrsib et singulis Christi fidelibus pnesentes literas iuspecturis 
WiUJelmus Beverley capellanus, rector ecclesis parochialis de Medylham 
nrchidiaconatiia Ricbmondis', Bboracensis diocesis, salutem in Domino et 
fidem indubiam prsesentibus adhibere. Cum inter cetera reparationis hu- 
mana> remedia misaamm solempnia, in qiubus pro salute vivorum et requie 
defunctorum altissimo Deo patri filina iinmolatiir, fuerint prwcipue merito ju- 
dicanda et diTins miaericordiaj plnrimum allectiva, dignum duximus ea qns 
missarum celebria diviniquc coItuB augmentum ac ministrorum Christ! 
ampliaUonem in ecclesia militant! regpiciunt pronis aBectibus promovere ; 
aane aiquidem exhibita roibi nuper pro parte excellentissinii in Christo 
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principis et domini domini Ricnrdi duels Gloucestriac domini dc Mtnljlliaiu 
archidiacoDatus Rlchmondix Eboracensis dioceaia antcdicti ac ecclcsiae 
pari>chialia in eadem veri palroni petitio contincbat, quod ipse exciUen- 
tissimus princepa et dominua ad laudem Dei omnipolentia prEcexcel^ii^qiie 
ejusdem gcoelricig Mariaa ac omniuoi sanctorum et divini cultua continuum 
incrementuni eandem ecclesiam parochialen) de Medjlham ampliare et 
earn majoribus redditibua et poasessionibuB dotare, numerum quoqne minis- 
trorum in eadem Deo devote furaulantium augere proposuit et intcndil, ei 
per revereDdissiDiuiD in Chriato patren et doniinum dominum LaurcDciuni 
permiasiane divina Eboracensem arcliiepiscopum Angli» primateiu ct apoa- 
tolicie ftedis legatum aut ejus per auctoritatem cum consensu vencrabilium 
virorum decani et capituli dictiB ecclesi» cathedralia Eboracensia reve- 
reodique viri luagiatri Johannia Shirwod sacrae theologira profesaoris arihi- 
diaconi Richmondiae in ccclesia cathedraii Eboracenai, necnon mei \\'iMielnii 
Beverley rectoris prEenominati, ac omnium et singulorum quorum interest in 
hac parlC) dicta occleaia in collegiatam erects fucrit. Quare a mo pro parte 
ejusdem excel lentissi mi principis fuit hiimiliter supplicaturo, quatcnus 
erectioni ejuadem ecclesise parochialis de Medylham auctoritnte dicti re- 
verendiasimi patris faciends in collegiatam consentireiu. Undeegoprarfaiiis 
Willielmus Beverley, attendens propositum dicti excel! en tiasirai principis 
fore laudabile meritorium at piiun, quodqiie in divini cultua augmenlum 
tendere manifeate dinoscitur, volena illia piis affettibus conlbvere, diclte 
ecclc9)s parochialis de Medylham erectioni in collegiatam aucturitaie dictt 
rcverendisumi piitria faciendaa harum aerie cxprcsse consentio. Quce omnia 
et singula universitati vestrs innotesco per pra)aent«H. Id quorum omnium 
pratmissorum fidem atque teatimonium, quia aigillum iioa habeo authenlicum, 
ideo sigUlum venerabilis viri rcverendi viri domini officialis cuHx Ebura- 
censis commistarii generalis prtcsentibus apponi prucuravi. Et nos vero 
conunisearius geueralig antedictus ad iostantjani et rogaium dicti domini 
Wilticlmi Beverley rectoris antedicti sigillum nostrum prEcscntitius ap- 
poauimus in fidem el testimonium omnium ct singulorum prgcmisaoi-um. 
Datum Eboroci, xi"' die mensis Januarii anno Domini CCCC Ixi viij". 
J. (L.S.) Hahvkotoh. 
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APPENDIX (D). 
Act of tiir Erection of the Collegiate CituncH. 

(Introduction, p. 7.) 



Us'ivERSis Sanctfe Matris Eccleaie GUis pnmentes literas sive pneseoi 
pubtlc^iim ingtrunicntum viauriH vel uudituris, Thomas Bnrow csnomcus et 
prebendariuB ecclcsiie metropoiitica; Eboracensis, per revcreniiiasimuiii in 
Christo pat rem ct dominuin domiDum LaureDcium permiasiaoe divine 
Eboraceugem arcfaiepiscopum Aitgliee primatem et apustolicse sedia legalun), 
in cauaa aive negotio erectionis ccclesiae parochialis de Medjlhara archdiaeo- 
natus KichmoDdice Eboraceosis diocesis id coltegiatam, unacum Tenem- 
bilibus viris magistris Hoberto Bothe legum doi^tore prsfata; ecclesin 
metropolitics Eborai^nsJB decano, Willielrao Poteman archidiacono CK^e- 

Llandia? in eadem ecclesia Eboracensi, ct Henrico Gilluvr aubdvcano ejusdem 
ecclests metropoliticx Eboracenaia, judex et commiasariuB, cum clausula 
comiDuntter ct diviaim sufficienter et legitime depulatua, aalutem in ani- 
plexibus noatri Salvatoria et fidem indubiam prsesentibua adhibere. Novciit 
univcraitas vestra prsfatum venerabilem vinim magistnira Henricum 
Gillow et DOS prainomiDatum Thomam Borow litcraa commissionis revereii- 
diKsimi in Christo patris et dominl domiut Laurencii permissiune divina 
Eboracenaia archiepiacopi, Anglian primatis, et apoatolicEe sedis legati ant«- 
dieti, aigilloque suo magao in c^ra colons rubei pendente commuoilas, p«r 
Tenerabilem viruin niagiatruiD Kicholaum Lcncastre in utroque jure bacal- 
larium eicellentiasimi in Christo principia et domini domini Iticardi duels 
Glouceatris domini de Medylliam antedlcti et ecclesis parochialis in 
eadem patroni procuratorein, anffi procurationis mandatum sub sigilto vene^ 
rabilis viri reverendi viri domini oflicialia ruriFc Eboracensis commisMrii 
generalis in cera viridia coloria pendente reallter exhibentem in hcec verba — 
Pateat utiiVERSis per pivsentes quod nos Hicardua dnx Glouceslriip 
dominus de Modylliam et patronus ecclesiso parochialis de Medylhain 
prffidictS! dilectos nobis in Christo niagistrum Nicholnum I.oiieastn; in 
utroque jure bacallarium et doniinnm Wllliclmum Lowther cnpcllar 
Bonjunctim et eorum altenim per ac div 
melior conditio occupanlis, scd quod i 



n et insolido, i 
la eorum inceperit id ipsorum slt«r 
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per ie libere proseqQi vulpat niediare et finire, noatros certoa et l^itimos 
procuratores, actores, factored, negotiorum nostrum gcstorea oc nunUos 
epecialcs ordioavimus fecimus et coDstituiniua, dantcs et conccdentes dictis 
prociirntoribiis nostris coujunctim et eormn alter! per se divisim et iiiaolldo 
potestatfm generolem et mandatuin speciale pro nobis et nomine nostra 
coram venerabilibus viris map^istris Roberto Bothe legiim doctorc ecclesis 
metropoiiticae Eboraoensis decano, Willk'lmo Potenian archidjarono Clive* 
landiffi, Henrico Gillow aubdecano, el Tboma Borow canonito et prebendario 
priefatK Mrclcsiie metropolilicie Eboracensis.quibuscunique diebus et locis con- 
gruiset oportunis, communiter et divisim comparendi aceisdeni conjunctim et 
eonim cnilibet divisim quasdam literas commissionis reverendissimi in Christo 
patriset donuni domini Laurencii permissione divina cjusdcm Eboracenaia ee- 
clesis archiepiscopi, Anglia; primatis et apoBtolicEB sedis legati, in negotio 
erectionia prtpfatae ecclesiie parochialis de Medylhan 
venerabilibus viris cum clauaula communiler et divi: 
et exhibciidi, eoadcmque venerabilcs viros conjuiictim 
se divisim iit pnomittitiir onus eiecutionia ( 
commu niter et divisim j 
Mcdylhar 



coltegiatam prefotia 
directas prsesentandi 
corum quemlibet per 
priedicin in se 
:, dictaroque eoclesiam parochialem de 
illegiatam erigere, ' 



ipsam pro colli^ata habendara et roputandam decertiere, cerium quoque 
numerum capcllanorum et aliorum ministrorum postquam dicta ecclesia 
parochialis in coUcgiatani crecta fucr't prout facultates ejuedcm ecclenis 
luppetunt in eadcm ordinare, ceteraque onmia alia et singula quje in hiijua- 
modi causa aive negotio necesanria fuerint ftcere, eierccre ct expedirc, re- 
qnirendi, petendi et humilitcr rogandi, juramentum insuper quodcunque 
Ucitum rt honeslum to hac parle requisitum in animam noatrnro prsefitandi et 
jurondi, et genenilitcr omnia alia ct singula faciendi, cxercendi et expedicndi 
quBB in prsTuissis et circa ca neecssaria fuerint qiiimiodoliliet vel opportuna, 
licet mandatum dp se raogis cxiganlur specinle. Promifiimus insuper nog 
ratnm, gratum. atque Brinum porpetuo habituros totum et qutcquid dicti pro- 
(.uratores no«tri vel eorinn all#r fecerint aut fecerit in prsmiasis seu aliquo 
prK^misaorum, sub ypothcca et obligatione omnium bonorum nostrorum, de quo 
CBUtioneni eipnnimus per prffiscutes. In quorum omnium fidem et testimoniumi 
quia tigillum ad munui non habemus aulenticum, ideo sigillum venerabilis viri 
revemndi viri otiicialis curiie Eboracensis commissarii genernlia pnesentibua 
■pponi procuravimuii. Et noa commissariiu generaUa uil«dictus, ad instan- 
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alia ct singula faciendi, pxerceDdi et 
Deceasaria fuerint sen quomodotibet 
committiniu9 vices nostras et plena 
In cujus rei testimonium sigiUai: 



3xpedicndi quae ii 
jpportuna, vobis c 

i in Domino potestateni per prssentes. 
prssentibus apponi fecimus. 

i et noBtne translationis 



.ro lie Suthwell seito die n 
Milleaimo quadringentcsimo septuoges 

Post qiisrum quidem Uteranim reverend! ssitnarum pnescntatiunem, por- 
rectionem et receplionem dicto vcnerabili viro mugistro Henrico Gillow et 
nobis ac per ipsum et nos ut praemittitur factam, s^pedictus magister Hen- 
licuB et noa fuimos ex parte et pnr partem ejusdem eiceUeDtiBsimi principis 
domini et patroni antedicti debila cum instaDtia requisiti et r<^3ti, quatcniu 
onus commisaionis dicti reverendisumi patris in noa aasumere ac juxta et 
■ecmidum traditam nobis in eadem formam procedere et deceroere digna- 
remur ; prmfatus vero venerabilis vir mag-istcr Henricua Gillow et noa requi- 
■itionem et rogahim dicti sercniasinu principis ad laudem et honorera Dei 
omnipotentis pn^xceUeque Virginis Maris genetricis ejuadem ac onmium 
sanctorum, et divini cultus coDtinuum incrementum, tendere manifesto intel- 
ligentea, onus diets com mission is in nos assumentcs, ac juxta et secundum 
formam et effectum ejusdem commiBsioni^ procedere et deccmere cupieutes, 
venerabilem virum magistrum Joliannt-m Shirnod Bacrs theologis pro- 
fessorem archidiacouum liichmondis in dicln ecclesia metro politica Cbora- 
cenai et dominum Willielmura Beverley rectorem eoclesiw de Medytham 
priDdicts in siwciali. ac omnea alios et singulos interesse in causa eive negoUo 
ercctionis ecclesis predicts in collegiataro habere prffitendentea in gencrali, 
quatiuua comporerent coram preefato vcnerabili viro magistro Henrico 
Gillow ct nobis prEenomiiiato Tboma Barow seu alt<?ra nostrum in eccleaia de 
Medylham protdicta viceaimo nono die mensis Januarii ultimo pra^terilo, 
causaiQ rstionabilem si quom babuerint aut dicere eciverbt, habuitre vel 
diccre tcivcrit ipflorum aliquia, quare dicbLm ecclesiam parochialem de Medyl- 
ham ad rcqniaitionem et rogatum dicti eacellentiBiiimi principb ct domini ac 
patroni antedicti in collegiatam erigere, ac ipsam pro coUe^ata habendom, 
repatondam, appellandam, et nominandam decerncret iilteriusqne facere et 
expedire qus in bac parte necesaaria fuerint scu quomodolibct opportuoa, 
jnxta et secundum formam in dicti revere ndissimi patris commissionis literis 
tnditam minime deberemus, scu alter nostrum minime deberct, in debita 
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icriptU redactum, sigillo vicariatus generalis ejuatlem in cera rubci coloria 
pendente commuDitum, OBlendcnte in hnc vi^rba. — 

Universis et singulis Christi Gdelibus praeaentes literas inspecluria 
Thomas Pereson decretonim doctor, reverendi viri et magiatri Johannis 
Shimod sacrc theologize professoris archidiaconi Richmondie in ecclciiia 
cathedrali Eboracensi in remotis agpntis vicarius in spiritualibus generalis 
sufficienter et legitime deputatus, salulem in Domino et fidem indubiain 
prsaentibus adhibere. Cum inter cetera reparationis humane rcmedia inia- 
aarum solenipnia, in quibiu pro salute viTorum et requie dcftinctorum 
altJHsimo Deo patri filius immolatur, iuerint prxcipue merito judicanda et 
divins inisericordiffi plurimum allectiva, di^^uiu duximus ea qum i 
cflebria divinique culcis augmentum ac ministroium Christi amplial 
in ecclesia militanti respiciuiit pronia aflWcIibus promovere; sane siquidem 
exhibita nobis nuper pro parte cxceUentissimi in Cbristo principia et 
domini domini Ricardi ducis Gloceatrie domini de Medylham archidiaeo- 
natua Itichmondis Eboracensls dioccsis ac ecclcsiae parochialis in eadem 
vert patroni pctitio contincl>at, quod ipse excellentissimua princeps et 
dowinus, ad laudem Dei oninipotentiB jjneeicelsseque ejusdem genetricis 
Marine ae omnium sanctorum, et divtni cultus continuum incrementum, 
eandcm eccleaiam parochialera de Medylham ampliare et earn majorihus 
redditibud et possessionibus dntare, numerum quoque copellanorura in eadem 
Deo devote famulantium augcre proposiiit et intendit, si per rcverendissi- 
mum in Chriato patrem et dominum domiutim Laurencium permisalone 
divina Eboracensem archiepiseopum Anglic primatem el apostohce sedis 
legatum aut ejus per auctoritatem cum consensu Tenerabilium vironim 
decani et capituli dieUs ecelesia; cathedralia Eboracensis praefatique 
reverendi viri magistri Jobannis Sbirwod archidiaconi Richmondiee ante- 
dicti, cujus vicea gerimua in prssenti, necnon domini Willielnii Beverley 
capellani rectoris ejusdem ccclesiK dc Medylham, oc omnium ct singu- 
lorum quorum intitrest, dicta ecclesia in collegiatani erecta fuerit. Quare 
a nobis ei parte pjuadem cxMllenlissimi principis fiiit humililer suppli- 
catum. quatenus nos erection! ejusdem ecclesiK parochialis de Medylham 
ftuctoritalc dicti reverendiasimi patris faciends in collegiatam, vice et 
nomine dicti reverendi viri magtiitri Johannis Sbimod archidiaroni Rich- 
mondiw, cujus vices ip«o in remotis agente ut prtetniltitur gcriroua, con- 
•entiro ^naremur. Nos autem attcndentes propositum dicti eicclleutiiisimi 
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quoque ministrorum iu eadeca Deo devote familuutium augere ]ira|H>Ku:t 
et iiitendit, si pec revereudissiiuum in Christo patrem et dominum dominuin 
Lauivn<:ium permissions divina Eboraccnsem archiepiscopum Anglite pri- 
matem et apostolicee sedia legaluio aut ejus per auctoritalem riiin con- 
sensu venerabilium virorum decaiii et capittili dicUe ecclMiee calhedrolis 
Eboraccnsis reverendique riri magistri Johannis ^hirwsd sacrte tliralc^iic 
professoris archidiaconi Richmoadi^ in ccclesia calhedrali EboracenBe, 
necnoD roei Wlllielmi Beverley rertoria prvnoiuinati, ac omnium et sln- 
gnlorum quorum interest in hac parte, dicta ecclesia in rollegiatuni erMta 
fueril. Quare a me pro parla ejusdeni excel lentiHsimi principis fuit humililcr 
Buppticatum, quBlcnuB erection! ejusdem ecclesiie porochialis de Medylham 
snctoritate dicti reverendissinii patris faciendee in coilrgiat«m consentirem. 
Unde ego pra^atus Willieluius Beverley, atUndens proposituiu dicti ex- 
cellentissimi principle fore laudubile, meritorium, ali(ue pium, quudqiie in 
divini cultua augmeotum teiidere manifesi« dinoacitur, vulens id piia aflecti- 
bua coufovcre, djctaa ecclesiffi parocliialia de Medylhum erectioni in col- 
legiatlun auctoritat« dicti revereudis«iini patris faciende honim serie expri'sse 
consentio. Qu» omnia et aingula universitati vestry innotesco per prxsentei. 
In <juamm omnium pnemiHsorum £dem atquc t«><timoniuin, quia tigillum 
non habeo autenticum, ideo sigillum vencrabilis viri revorendl viri domini 
offifaalia curim Lboracensis commissarii generalig prtescntibus apponi 
procuravi. Et nos vero eommisdariun ge-neralis ant^diclua, ad in^tantiam et 
rogatum dicti domini Willielmi Bi;verlcy rectoria antedicti, sigillum uoBtrum 
prtesentibus apposuimus iu lidem et leatiinoniuni omnium et singiilomni 
pnemiBBomm. Datum Eboroci viceiimo die mcnsia Januorii anno Domini 
Milleeimo quadringentcsimo septuagesimo octavo, 

Statim tunc ibidem coram nobis in judicio venerabilis vir Hiomns Asper 
gcneroaus personaliter compafcus literas venerabilium virorum doiiiiui decani 
et capituli ecclesia melrupobticie Eboraf«n»ia nuliKlictaB, coiisensuui eoruti- 
dem ud vrectionem diets ecclesiie parocbialis de Medylbam in collegialani, 
nnctohlate pontificali dicti revere ndiBsimi pa tris faciendum, m ae contineiilv!), 
■lib eonim Higillo conmiuui in cora glauci coloriti peiid«nt«i realJter nubia 
trndidit in ba^c verba — 

Ukivbrsis Sanctffi Matrie EccIcbis) Sliis prmM-nles liteiVB inspwturlii Itu> 
bertiu decanus et capilulum ecoleaiw CstbedrabB beati Petri Eburaceiuii 
Hlntem in umninni SflUatorc. Nav<^rit uiiiver»ilRa vetitTa qnod nosdecanuit^ 

CAHD. SOC. L 



l?iJiiiliiI]iilli» li j;iiiiii1iw liiii Mihijgi I illiiili ilii ^Miilii !■' il»i mil. WiIImIbwi 
PateoMB Trliifm-«MK> C&teUofge, Hconco Gillov jobdetaiM*, M TboDB 
* pfcbendano ificW ccckwe olbednSs Etotacentti, eom- 

I de H anper n^otio et ( 
I de MeJjrIbini in collegtalam ccdrsjam, «aetoritate didi Kve- 
naSmim patiif fadendc, sub certa veriionnD fonna confecti*, nobb «: dielia 
wgwlrii Heorica Gillow nbdecano et Tbonw B&row eanonica oommu- 
iMfii* Mriedictu, cetera Kumnusariis pertanc ei cansis Udlis «hscntibo», in 
domo BtMtra capituUri capitnWiicr congre^tu, ex parte illuitrig et prv- 
polentii daiiiini domioi Rlcardi dncis Gloacestris domiiii de MedyUiaiii ae 
CGclcris psrocliialjs de Medvlbam pnediclx veri et iodubiuti palnmi, qui 
ad Dei laadem et diTini coitus aagmentiiiD pnnlictani ecclesiam de Medylham, 
« in rollegiatam e«clestani fueril caminice erects, ampHare et earn majoribus 
redditibiu et poifesuonibus dolare ac nnmemiD ministrarmn in eadem augere 
intetidh ul aaseritur, pnewntatis et exhibitis, convocatioDeni confraf mm et con- 
romm ecclesiaE Dostrs cathedralis prsedictae absentiuni, ad 
n priiDUin diem ioitADtis menris Januarii decrevimus fore faciendaat. 
Quo die advenientibua vocatia ad banc diem, el legitime citatis dictis con- 
fratribuc et concanonicig noatria gecundum morem eeclesif nostrs Ebora- 
cenii* prxdjctx ad bostium exterius doinus noslrf capitularis, ipsisqne 
diulitu eipectatis et nullo modo comparentibus, contiDuationcm per nog 
quoad actum huju^modi pronunciatam decrevimus in negotio hujusmodi 
unacum dictie commissariia de juslicia fore procedeodua), eorum absentia in 
aliquo Don obslantt Unde nos decanus et capituliun supradicti in domo 
nostra cajnlulari praedicta, terminis ad hoc ut prsfertur assignali^, de et super 
contenttB in dictis literis prgefati reverendissimi patris hujusmodi negotiam 
' ecclesiae parochialis de Medylham in collegiatam con* 
xnxm commi^sarii^ pnedictis tractBtum habuimus diligenteni 
et solempneni : necnon ecclesise parochialis de ^fedjlham antedicts in 
collegiatam erectioni auctoiitate pontificali pratfall reverendiMimi patria 
pure simpliciter et libere faciendie, ealva turn nobis et nostris siiccessoribtu 
annua peniione trium ftolidomni et quatuor denarionun pra indempnilattt 
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"aemissorum. Datum 



Millea- 



nnsl.ra radonc hujusmodi 

patris taxata et impogila, Dostrum pnebulmus et pnebem 

pnesFntiiim pariter et asscnsum. Quffi omnia et singuli 

predictse tenore prssentJum iniimnmiis, (]uibui Bigilli 

fectmus in fidem et i 

nostra capitulari vicesimo quarto die meusis Januarii 

dnio quadringenteaitno septuagesinio octavo. 

Ceteris veto omnibus et singulis interessc in causa et negotio erectionia 
hujusmodi habere prtetendentibus in genere legitime citAtis et vocatis, publir« 
preconizatig, diutius cxpectatis, et nullo inodo com parent) bun, per uos con- 
tumacibiis merito reputatis, ac ad petitionem dicti excellent isstmi 
principis domini et patron! antedicti procedendum fore ad erectionem dictle 
ecclesis parochialis de Medytham in collegiatam quatenus de jure fuerit 
procedendum in contumacins eorundem per nos judicialiler decrato, ac 
quatuordeclm viris Gdcdignis tam clericia qiiam laicis died archidiaconatiis 
Uichmondix de valore reddituum, frucluum et proventuum diets eculesis de 
MedylhaiQ ac jure palronatiiB cjusdem nieliorem Dotitiam habentibus, vide- 
licet, dominis Iloberto Walker, Johanne Bedolie, Willielmo Clerk, et 
Willielmo Lowther ca pel Ian is, Thoma Ottour, Jobanne Mowbray. 
Johanne Beverley, Willielmo Nanson, Willielmo Foster, Jobanne Fost«r, 
Johanne Hudson, Waltero Bond, Thoma Glover, et Willielmo TesedAle 
Uicis, Id hoc parte legitime citalis et vocati», de maudato nostro prccunizatls, 
judidaliter comparentibua, quibus per nos prajfalum Thomam Itarow ad- 
nussis et in forma juris juratis, ac super valorr reddituum, fructuum et 
proventuuiD dic.to) ecclesiw de Medylham et jure patronatuB ejutdem u 
certia articulis ea conct^mentibus rite et I^time eianiinatis, ipsorumque 
dictit, assertionibiia et dcpositionibus in scriptis de mandalo nostra 
redactis, decretum ercctionii dict« ccclcsiie parochialis de .Medylham 
in coUegiatam aiictoritatc pontlGcsli dicti revercndiisimi patri* nos 
pRpfatus Thomas Bnronr judex et comcnissariuf antedictus pro tribunali 
publice sedentes, Deum pm ociilis habentes, legimus sub forma verborum quit 
■equitur — 

Ih Dtti NOMiKK AuKN. Auditjs, ditcussis, et plenius inl«llecl)s per ant 
Thonuun Borovi ninonicum et prebemlarium eccl«sie mctropolitic* EImcs- 
censis, per reverendissimum in Christo patrem et domiuum dum i num Lso- 
rcndum permissione divina Eborsceaais archiepiscopum AngliB pdHBlm 
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^ adpeb- 

uoaein liicti csccncntiMiBa priadpi, mvocata Sptritn* Sancti gratik, |itM»- 
dimiM ID buac modaiB — 

Is iKiMiirB Domini Amkn. Qaia per dU^oMcn inqnnitioaan conn 
noliit rl {>rr not fActam <■( upum, ar (^dente* probatioBM, acUqne et bao- 
lilala *! nmun nobU Tbonui Horaw jndtoo « coamuswrio atUtdieti p(ro tribu- 
Dali tedrolibus jiiilictnliirr cibibitA et probali. r\cril«itiHiB>nai iu Cbtisto 
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principem et dominum dominum Ricardum ducem Gloucestris dominum de 
Medylham dictae ecclesiae parochialis de Medylham venim fore patronuro, 
ipsiusque serenissimi principis propositum in hac parte laudabile, pium atque 
meritorium fiiisse et esse^ necnoD fhictus, redditus et proventus diets ecclesiflB 
paroehialis de Medylham viginti una: libru novem solidis et quatuor denariit 
Bterlingomm annuadm Talere et ad eandem summam singulis in annis com- 
mmiiter ae extendere inTenimoa et r cp eri moa; idcirco nos de consensa 
expresso venerabilium virorum domini decani et capituli dictae ecclesue me- 
tropoliticae Eboracensis reTerendiqoe riri magistri Johannii Shirwod sacne 
theologiae professoris archidiaconi Uicbmondiae in eadem eccletia Eboracenie, 
ac honesti viri domini WOUehni Beverley rectorii modemi ejusdem eecleiia? 
de Medylham, ac omnium aliorum et fingulorum interesie in hac parte 
habentium, dictam ecclesam parochialem de Medylham, ad petitionem et 
rogatum dicti exceDentissimi prindpu et domini domini Kicardi ductii GI^ai- 
cestris et patroni antedicti, in eoUegiatam auctoritate nobb in hac parte 
commisaa erigimos et creamus, ac iptam pro eollegiau habendam, nomi- 
nafidam, appellandam, et reputandam, necnoo Deeanum ctiram anifiiariim 
ejusdem eccle»i« cum et de fructibuA, redditibns et proreotibus et em/>lu- 
mentis de et in eadem eccWtia provefiienti(#u* per le vel alium Kifidentem 
et idooeom deputatnm joxta eC iecondoro ordioationeu dictae eoeleai*; m hse 
parte legitime fadeodam tupportaotem et gerexftn&t ac MfX C«pellano«, quatuor 
Ckricoft, Bex Cboristas et unnm Clericum diTi&a Mmrjm et officii in ««den 
ecclesia mini*traU2ro», facturo^ et eelebratunM ac 'tm^aryeUAum deaervtt4ir4i«« 
per dictum prepoUfotem dcinisnum dominum KyArAuu^ Aunsiu GkM««;Hn«t 
dkrue ecdeMS eoDegiatat fondatorem a^; beredea t^inj^tsm yttu Uaiumm 
licenciae regiae esdem domino duci in hac parte eooeeMH; iaBfifWH^M, Uau^ 
ribus futuri* perpetoii fi^r^ et eMe f^iuunuu^ lintitaflWia, atubiMWUi 4S ^^^jtet" 
uimns jwiidalitET in Lii* •crif^it ; r»r*0snfMuU^ Miba* Unntkmmi uvausrvtm 
eapeDaDonoB eC alMmm ndMmfUv>ntm f>w dirf <Ae m tft^iwa fnbCboa Imuw 
«c ftftmlUn detept*-<fai zfJtf^«»Ai H <fijn«iuuu£* ae Muaut iJut^ ^ 

tna et «fie ^nr^: rwpmffiM. /ma* 4iC «Kan«Cku» ifutu*^ 

et juCff9U9iuc8S«tt. iTK^bCi. 5»f»tss4««CiMuns yarM iift 
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capituli decano in remotis agente, ac prjefati archidiaconi et ejus ai 
quorumcimque, ac in si^uiu subjectioaia diets ecclesise collegiaUe qua 
tunplius noil vacabit, annuum ceDsum sive pensionem anuuani quatuor soli- 
dorum sterlingomm prsfato reverendiHsimo patri et ejus aucccasoribus 
archiepiscopis Eboroctnaibus pro tempore crialentibus, ac triiira eolidorum 
et quatuor denariorum eisdeiii domiuo decano et capitulo ac eidcm capitulo 
dccano in remotis agente. nei^nou sex fiolidorum et octo denariorum domino 
arcliidiucono Riehmandia> ac ejus successoribus, de et in IructibuB, retlditibus 
et proventibus dictat ccclcsise colle^iatee pertlueiitibus, ad duos anni termiooa, 
videlicet, ad festa sancti Michaelis archangeli et Pascbce, per decanum dicta 
eccleaie collegiuts qui pro tempore fuerit fideliter persolveodum imper< 
petuum assignamua et limitamus, ipsasque annuas pensionea sive annuoa 
ccasas diets eccIesJae collegiatae cum consensu et assensu prsdicti pratpotcntis 
domini fundatoris ejusdem ac aliorum quorum in bac parte interest vel 
interesae polerit judicamus et imposuimus in hiia acriptis nc futuris tempo- 
ribuB per decanum diets eccleaiat coUegintx pro tempore exiBtcntem sub 
pena sequestration is fructuum, rcddituum, et proventiium dictte ecclesin 
collegiatte quorumcuuque id forma pnedicta fideliter persotvendaa fore decer- 
is judicialiter in hiis acriptis. 
Actafuerunt bsec prout supra auccesaive scribuntur el retitantur sub anno 
ab lacamacione Domini aecundum cursum et computationem eccleaias 
Anglicanae Millesimo quadringenteaimo septuagesimo octavo, tndictione 
duodecima, pontificatus aanctiasimi in Christo patrja et domini nostri domini 
Sexti divina providentia pape quarti anno octavo, mense diebus et lods 
aupcrius descriptis. Qua; omnia et aingula veatrs universitati prsdictiB 
barum lilerarium sive hujus instmmenti publici serie innotescimus. In 
quorum omnium testimonium atquc fidcm prajsentea literaa sive prajaena pub- 
licum inatrumeutum exiude fieti fecimua, signisque et nominibus niagistrorum 
Johannis Haryugton, venerabilis curiie Eboracenaia registrarii, et Willicliui 
BiUer, ejusdem curiee Eboracenaia procuratoris generalia, notariorum publi- 
BL'ribarum, primo per dictum venerabilem virum magiatrum Hcnricum 
Cillonetnoaconjunctim.deiDdeabsentedicto msgistro lIcuricoperDoainhac 
parte specialiter assuraptorum, subscribi et publicari mandavimus, sigillique 
rabilis viri reverend) viri domini officialis curis Eboracenaia commissarii 
juia sigillum non habemus auienticum, appcnsione communiri 
IS. Et U08 vero conimissarius generalis autedictus, ad Instantiam 
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ct procurationem diet! vcaerabilis viri maestri Thomx Borow judicis et 
comroisaarii aotedicti, pr^sentibus lit«ris sivc prsescnti publico iiistrumento 
li^Uum noatrum apposuimus. Datum Eboraci quo^d appositionem sigilli 
nostri predtcti sexto die meusis Februarii anoo Domini, indictione, el pon- 
tificatu priedLctis. 



Et ego Johannes Haryngton, dericus Eboracensis dioccsis, publicum auctori- 
tatibus apostoUca el impcriali nolarius, venerabilisquc curiie Ebora- 
cenns rcgistrarius, ac in causa ai»e tiEgotio erectionia hujuamodi 
unacum prsfato magielro Willidmo Diller, primo per dictos venersbiles 
vlros magistroa Hpuricum Gitlon et Thomam Barow conjunctim, 
ddndc dicto magistro Henrico absents per pnenominaluro mn^strum 
Thomani, scriba specialiter aaaumptus, quia dii-ta^ procuration i, mandati 
exhibitioni, ac prEefatt revereudissimi patris litorarum porrectioni 
ooerisque earundcm assuniptioni, ac prslibat» citation! give vocti' 
tion!, decreto pt cerlificatorio fjusdem, necoon literarum omnium 
lupcrius deacriptarum exiiibilion! in ordine facte ac pratconitationt, 
decrclo et dictorum qualuordccim virorum juramentia et cxaminationii 
prsfatique decreti lectunp, ceterisque omniboB et singulis superius actis, 
gvetis, dictis et factis, dum nic ul prseioittitur sub anno Domini, in dictione, 
pontificatu, mensibus, diebus et locis pnedictis agebantur, diccbantur et 
fiebant, una cum prffiuominato magistro Willielmo, altero scribarum in 
hac parte asaumpto, prssens personal iter interfu!, eaque omnia et singula 
sic Sen vidi et audivi i idea pncseotes literas s!ve prxscns publicum 
instrumentum, manu aliena de prtccepto diet! maginlri 'fljoms ex 
Tolunlate et consensu me! et diet! magistri Willielmi aliunde occupa- 
tonun Bcriptas sive scriptum, RUbscripsi, pubiicavi, et in banc publicam 
furmam redcgi, mei»que signo ac nomine sulitis et consuclis uim cum 
signo ot nomine ac subacriptionc diet! mogistri Willielmi, el domiui 
officialis curife Eboracenaia commissarii generatis aigilli app«nsione, d« 
mandate dicti magiatri Thome signnvi, rogalua et requisitus, in fidem 
omnium et singulorum proDmissorunL. 
Et ego Willielmus Biller, clericus Eboraccnsis diocesis, publicus auctoritate 
opostolica notarius, vencrabilisque corite Eboraccnsis procurator gcne- 
ntis, Be in causa site negotio ercctionis hujuamodi una cum priefalo 
magistro Johanne Haryngton, prima per dictoa venerabilcs viros ma- 
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giatroa Henricura Gillowe et Thoniain Barow conjuncUm, dt'iiide dicto 
inagUtro Hciirico abscnte per pri<numinatura magislriiin Thomoin, 
scriba specialiter assumptus. qiiin dict^ pcocurationi, maodati exhi- 
biiioni, ac prasfati revcrendissimi palris li'^rainim porreclioni oneriaque 
earumdem assumption], ac prxlibaUe cilationi sive vucationi, decreto 
et certificatorio [ejusdem, n«cnon] litcrarum otuniutn auperiua descrip- 
tarum cxbibitioDi in ordinefacUe ac praaconUationi, decreto etdictomm 
quatuordecim virorum juramentiii et cxaminationi, prEefatiijiie dccreli 
lectuTf , ceterieque omaibus et singulis supcrius acUs, gratis, diclJs ct 
factis, dum sic ut pnemittitur sub anno Doniini, indietione, pontificatu, 
mcngibus, dtebus et locis praedictis ngebantur, diecbantur ct fiebant, una 
cum pr^nominalo Johanne altero seribarum in hac parte assumpto, 
pnescDB peraonaliter interfui, eaque omnia ct singula sic fieri vidi et 
audivi, idco prxscntes literas aivc prssena publicum insinimentuin, 
manu aliena de praeccpto dicti niagistri Thomag ex voliintait! et conscnnu 
mei et dicti magistri Johannis aliunde ovi'upatorum scripUs give 
scriptum, Bubacripsi, publimvi, et in banc publicam furninm red^, 
meisque signo et noniine solitis et cunsuetia, una cum signo et nomine 
ac Bubscriptione dicti magistri Johannis, et domini otGcialia curiie 
Eboracensis coromissarii gcneralis sigilli appensiune, de mandate dicll 
magistri Thomai siguavi, rogatus et requisitus, in Gdem omnium ot 
aingulorum prffmissorum, 

Nos itaque Robertiis decanua et capitutuni ecclesis metropo1iti«e beat! 
Petri Eboracensb capitulariter congregati omnia ct singula in Buper- 
scriptis literis cootcnta, habito super hiis in capitido nostra tractatti 
.solempni d diligcnte qui in h.oc casu requiritur, approbnmus, rtitiGcannu, 
et quantum ad nos attiniit pro nobis et succwssoribus nostris tcnore 
prjesentiuin confirmamus. In cujus rei testimonium sigilliim nostrum 
commune pnescntibua est appensum. Datum Eboraci in doma nostra 
capitulari quinto die mensia Decembris anno Domini Milliissimo qua- 
dringenteaimo septuagcBimo nono. 

No9 insuper Tliomas Peresou decretorum doctor, rcverendi viri magistri 
Jobannia Sliirwod aacrie theolugiai prnfessoris archidiaconi Itirh* 
mondiffi in ecclesia cnthedraJi Eboracensi in remotis agcutis ficarius in 
spiritualibu! geiieralia, diclAra erectionem nttnm. gratAm, firman) pariler 
et acceptxm hflbi-nies, ipiiitn ac omnia H lingiila in eadcm C' 
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specificBta, ac totun processum inde secutum ratificatnus et approbumus, 
ftc pro dicto domino archidiaeono et succea»oribus suis quantum est in no- 
bis teaare pnesentium confinnamua. Id cujus rei testimoniuin aigillum 
noatniiD prs;»entibus est appenauni. Daliim Eboroci quinto die inensis 
Decetnbris anno Domini MillesimoquadringentcsimosepluagesimoDODO. 
Nob veto Laureacius permisaione divina Eboracensis archiepiacopus, Angliee 
primaa, et apoOToliem sedis legatua, erectionem prsedictam retam, gratam, 
firmam parlter et acc«ptam babenleB, ipsam ac omnia et singula in 
eadem contenu et specificata, totuni(|ue proceasum in boc parte habitum 
et factum ratifiiamus et approbamus, itc nostromctropolitico jure tenore 
pnesentjum confirmamua, omnesque et aiiigulos defectua ai qui in eisdem 
Aierint ex noatra certa acieatia gracjoae suppleates ; ad contcmplationem 
insuper escellentiaaimi principia Kicardi ducis Glouceatriai antedicti, 
decano, capelbmis, clericis et ministrla quibusFumquc dictae ecclesin col- 
legiatB de Medilhttm pro tempore ex is ten I ibu 9, et matutinas boras, 
misMs, et vesperaa ac alia qu^cumque officia divina in prvfata ecclests 
collegiata et locis eidem contiguis et annexalia ac ab eadem dependen- 
tibus omnibus et singulis secundum uaum, regimen, ordinntionetn et 
consuetudinero ecclesise cathedralis Sarum imperpctuuni dicere, cele- 
bntre et canlare, eisdemque ueu, re^mine, ordioatione et consuetudine 
imperpetuum uti, ac dtra et pneter hujusmodi usum, regimeu, ordJna' 
tjouem pt coDauetudinem in illia sanctjiruin fcatis quibus idem ei- 
oellentiasimuH princepa majorem dJDoacitur habere devotionem, que 
secundum e<:clesi» catbedralis Sanim prsdicium uaum simplicia et sine 
regiminc chori observsri deberent, etism dupUcia et cum regimine chori, 
juxta ordinationem ejiisdem cxcellentissinii principis tude faciendam, 
obtervare et teaerc valcant et possint, plenam barum aerie polestatem 
et licentiam in quantum poasumus damua, concedimus et impertimur. 
diets eccleaia) nostrce cathedralis Eboraci'usia atatutia, conauetudinibua 
A OTdinationibus quibuscumque nan. obatantibua. [d quorum omnium 
et Hngulonim teatimonium atque fidem slgillum nostrum pneaeDtibua 
apponi fecimus. Datum in manerio nostro do Scrobj duodecimo die 
mentis Decembna anno Domini Millessirao tfuadringenteaimo teptua- 
gesimo nono et nostm Iranalatiotiis anno quarto. 

/n dorio, — Exhihita et regi^trata in viiltatione rr<gia per me 
F.doardum Planknay. E. P. 

27° Octobria. 1547. 
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Ukiversis SancUe Matris Ecclesis fiUis ad quoa prKsentes litene per- 
venerint, sen cjuos tnfrascripta tanguot seu Ungere poterunt quomoJolibet 
in futurum, Thoroos miseratione divina Eboracensis archiepiscopuj, Aoglis 
primaa. naliitem ct fidem indubUiii prffisentibus adbibere. Ad vestrse univerei- 
tatls notitiam deducimus et deduci voliimus per pneeentea quod cum pa- 
rochialis ecclesia loci de Middelham noatrse Eboraceneis diauesiE, sita infra 
limites arcbidiaconatuB RichemomiiB in nostra cathedrali ecclesia Ebora- 
wnsi, qiis do pra;nobilis et prEpotentis prineipb Ricnrdi duels Glouccstrie, 
illustrignimi in Christo princtpia et domini daiuini Edward! Dei gratia 
Anglin et Francia: regtiorum regis fratris gennani illustriH, jure patronatus 
exiiterat, opera, devotioue, Bolicitudine, et pietate cjusdem ducis in rollegi- 
Btam ecclesiam cum certo eccleaiasticorum minislrorum Dumero ibidem 
Altissimo famulaolium ad omnipotentis Dei laudem pariler et boiiorem, 
beatissiiiiEeque Dei genetricia Mari-^e et aancta; Alkildie virgiais, auctoritate 
prffideceiisoria nostri nuper eit ereeta, procesHUsquc quoque crectionis bujua- 
modi el illiua forma, necnoo statuta nonuulla plurimum iaudabilia pro diets 
ecclesiee collegiate illlusque ministronitn prRsetitJum et futurorum coutinuo 
el prospero statu dlrectione saJubri plurimum kudabiliter atque honorifice, 
mediantc prsdicto duce, edits fueriut. apoalolics sedis finnilate munita. 
roboTata et siabilita, nos archiepiseopus anledictu.i tantam prsdieti priucipis 
et ducis devotionem in prsmissia ipsiuaque devotum atiimum, taiuque accep- 
tnbilem sinceramque voluntatem quos ipse dux, in aliorum Christianorum 
principum Cbristi Gdcliumque beatum exemplum, nd Altissimi laudem et sun 
beatisi'inis geuetricis Mariieet sancCffi Alkilds predicts honorificationem, prte- 
missorum respectu gerere comprobatur.jugis consideration is oculo attendentei 
et laudantee, ecclesiaiticorum minislrorum, parocbianorum, inhabitanUiuQ 
et iiicolarum coUegialte prefataB ecclesis priesentium et futurorum quieti et 
paci. contuuphtione Dei et dicti prspotentis principis et ducia sereniasiini. 
aalubriter providere cupienl«8, oblata? uobis pro jiarte dicti principiu et ducjs 
illustriRsiiai petitioui favorabiliter annuentcs, ul tam priewntes qnam fuliiri 
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ecclcsite collcgiaUe prsdicUe ecclesisstici miaislri, parochiaiii, inhabiUnles 
vt incols eo tiuietius et devotius possiat absque noelru vel eiiccessonim 
nostrorutn ecclesite cathedralis Eboraccnsie archiepiscoporum auctoritate, 
nostroruni seu succesaoriun nostrorum, aut aliorum quonitncutDqiie nobis in- 
fcriorum judicum, quBciimque notlone^ jurisdictione, potestatf?, preeminenlia. 
tea dignitate fungenlium, impelitionc ac ordioaria et arebiepiacopali et metro- 
politona visitatione, necnon cujuscumque ecclcs^iaftics jurisdictionis exercitio 
per appellationem vel querelam etiam in eo"dem minisiros seu parochiancM. 
incolas seu inhabitantes quomodolibet attemptando, Omnipotmti perpetuo 
famulari, prxlibitam collegiatam ccclesiam ejusdeiaque ecck^is decanum pro 
tempore exiglentem omnesque et singulos illius eccleaue mininlros ct paro- 
chianos incolas ct inhabitantes prsaentes et futuros ab nmiii ordiiiam etian 
archiepiscopali el metropoHiica, et alia quacumque ecclesiastica juriadictiooe, 
uotione et voeationc per appellHtionem vel querelaro, visitatione, correctione 
et polegtate nostris et archiepiscoporum Eboracensium eeclesiae succesBorum 
iiostronjni fiiturorum quunimainiqne, quatenus ad nos attinet, noslra aucto- 
ritate arthiepiecopati et im-tropolitiea ])leiie. lotoliter et integrc exiniimus et 
tenore prs&entium perpetiio lib^ramua, ipsosque in hac parte sulScienter 
«xeniplos et ab omni nostra correctione, auperioritjite, visitatione, potentate. 
jiirifdictiuDc, et cohercione quaciiinque lolaliter liberates et imtnunes fuisse 
et esse pro nobis et successoribus nostris qiiibuscumque futurjs dictai 
ecclesiffi Lboracensis archiepiscopis impcrpetnuni, ac de et cum consensu 
capitnii nostri Eboracenais, per prssentes deccrnimus el declaromus ; proviso 
semper quod nostra preaens immiinitatis, exemptionia, et privilegii donatio et 
concesflio, sive super hujusmodi immunitate, excmptione, et privilcgiia donalis 
et concessis decrctum et declaratio ad aliqiios ministros vel alios perROoas 
dicti collpfrii qiu nunc sunt vel in futuciim eruni ad nliquad vel aliqua 
heneficium vel beneticin ecclesiastjcum seu ecclesiaatica infra nuslram 
provineiBtii, dioci'bim, vel jurisdiclioneni, sive sint dignitates, personatus, pre- 
positura;. plebaniK-.' prebends, rectoriK, vicarie, caiitarite {lerpetiii!, sivc alia 
benrficia qiiieciimqnc majora vel minora quibuscumque nnniinibus appcllentuf 
«Iecti, |>rovisi, assnmpti, instituli. vel quomodocumque alitor intitukti, aive in 
posterum cligendi, providendi, a«sumendi. inatitiicndi hcu qiionindocumque 
aliter iotilulandi, nullatenua exb^ndantur, seu eis veleorum aliciii npttuleutur 
vel flulTra^utnr, qnomtnus coram nobis et aliis ordinariis nobi» qiiihuscum- 
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i)ue iiiferioribus respondere, et costrisacillorum correctionilius, punitionibns, 
ilecretia, iDJunctioDibus, et mandatis id omnibus qux eorum beneficia retpiciant 
Mu mpicere poterunt, perinde nobis ac illis modo et foiroa leneatittir sc ri 
supradicta imtnuiutas, exemptio, seu privilegia donata eeu concesM Don 
fuia^nt. In quorum omnium et singulonim fidem, robnr et IcstJmouiuni, 
necDOQ !id perpctuain rei memorianij hiis lileris nostris prssenttbiis Bigilliun 
nostrum apponi fecimus. Datum in manerio nostro de Batjrsay vicesimo 
iiij*" die mensis Martii anno Domini secundum cursum et computaiionem 
eccleetce Anglicans Millessimo quadringcnUsimo octogesimo primo et Dostne 
translation is anno secundo. 
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Omnibus Chrigti (idelibus ad tjuos praesente« liters perrencrint Ricardas 
dui GlouceatriEe, maginus ramerarius, troniiUbularius, et admirallus Anglis, 
Juhaancs Huddelston miles, Jacobus Tirell miles, Willielmus Hopton 
armiger. Tliomas Barow clericus. Thomas Middelton snniger, ^Villiclmu» 
Tun^tiill armi^r, Ricardus RatclifTarmiger, Iticardos Middelton armigcr, 
Galfridus Franke el Robertus Brakenbury, feoftti inter alia de castro, 
manerio ct dominio de Middelhiun cum iiuig membris et pertincDtiiB. in 
i-omitalu Ebor', ad u»un) et proficuum dicti ducts, salutem in Domino eaajn- 
ternam. Sdntia nas prelatum ducem ac nos pnefatos Johannem Huddelston, 
-locobum Tlrell, Wlllielmiim Hopton, Thonam Barow clericam. Tbomaiii 
Middelton, Willietmuni Tunstall, lUrardom Ratcliff, Ricardum Middelton, 
Galfridum Franke ct Itobertum Bnkkenburj>. ad dniderium vi speciale 
mandatum ejusdem ducis tradidisse, dimiaisse, liberaase, ac per pnesentf* 
confirmaaBC Willielmo Beverley decano et capellanis collegii Ricardi ducis 
Glouceetris de Middelham in connitatu Ebor' unam acram prati, parc«Uum 
dominii de Middelham. jac«nlem inter Vore versus unum lo^'iim vocatum l> 
Wlwynell el communem tiam subius le Wettparke He Middelham prwdirU. 
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advocatioDe ecclesis de Middleham prsdlcta, cum euiB per- 
tiaeotiis in comilalu prsdicto, babendum et tcDcndum prEediclam acram teirc 
cum advocatione ecclesice pra>dicUe cum suis peTtinenUi; pnefalis decano et 
capellanis collegii pr^icti et eorum aacressoribus perpetue futuris tem- 
poribuH duraturis de capitallbui dominie feodi illius per redditus et servicU 
iiide debita, in puram et perpetuani elemosinam, secundum ordination em et 
dispositionem noatri prefati ducia inter cetera statuta nostra Millegii prtedicti 
latiua inde confectA et specificata. Et n«D vera prsefatus dux ac heredea 
nostri prsdiclam acram prati cum advocatione ecclesi^ pra>dicts prsfatia 
decano et capellaniB et Biicc<'ssoribug suis contra omnes gentes warranti- 
tabimus et defendemus imperpetuuni. Scialia insuper nos pnefatum ducem 
ac DOS prsfatos Johannem Huddelaton, Jacobum Tirell, Willielmuni Hopton, 
Thomoffl Barow, Thomam Middelton, Willielmum Tiinatall, Ricardom 
Ratcliff, Ricardum Middelton, Galfridum Franke, et Robertum Braken- 
bury nttomasse, constituisse, et loco nostro pOBuisse dilectos nobis in Christo 
Johannem Kendale, Thomam Otter, et Micbaelem Warton noatroa Teros 
et legitimes attoniatos conjunctim et divisim ad intrandum in pnedictam 
acram prati. unacum advocatione ecclesie predictie, et ad deliberandum vice 
et nominibus nostris prfffads decano et capellanis collegii preedicti plenam 
et pBcificam seisinam et possessionem de et in pnedjcta acra prati, unacum 
advocatione ecclesiie pnedicta;, ecciindiiin vim, formam et effectum hnjus 
pnesentis carUe nostne, ratum et gratum habituri quicquid dicti attornali 
BOfltri fecerint aul aliquis eorum fecerit in pnemissis. In cujus rej testi- 
monium nos pnefatiis dux bas literas nostras fieri fecimua patentes. El noa 
feoffati praidicti sigilla nostra pra!sentibus apposuimua. Datum viceslmo die 
DccembriB, anno regni regis Edwardi quarti post conqueatuoi Angliar 



APPENDIX (G). 

AOHIKUSNT REIPECTIHO TlTHES) 1480. 

(latiDdactioii, p. II.) 

Middleham. 

This Indekturs, made between the right high and mighty princr 

Richard dukr of Gloiiceslre. great ehamb^rlayne, constable^ and admirall of 
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England and lord uf Middltliam, on the one partVi and sir William Be- 
verley, deane, and the chaplevns of the College of Richard duke of 
Gloucestre of Midelham, on that other pnrty, witnesHelh, that it is agreed, 
acciordit, and covenaDted between^ the said partyes iu maner and forme 
following ; that is to wit, that the sayd deane and chapleyns for them and 
their successourfi for ever been agreed, and by these present indeDtures 
granten and truely releaeen to tbe said duke, his heires and successors, 
lords of Midleham, for ever and all their right, title and interest that they 
in anjTvise have of and in the tythea of hoy from tyme to be made 
within the parks of Soiinescue and the West parke of Middleham and 
in the closes called the Parson's close, &c. ; and also of and in all brynnvng- 
wood, thomea, breeres and brushell whereof they or the parsons of the 
church of Middleham afore this tyme have beene possessed or had right 
or title by force of any maner grant in this behalf before made. In 
recompence whereof the said duke for him and his heires lords of Midleham 
for ever is agreede and by these presente indentures granteth to the sayd 
denne and chapleyns and their successors for ever cerlaine surames of 
money under -writ ten, that is to aay, first, for the tjth of hay within the 
aayd parke of Sonnescue, vj". vtij''. ; for the tjih of hay of tbe Parson's 
close, &c. and for the tyth of hay within the west parke of Midleham and 
within the severalls and closes of Iledepyle, &c. and for the sayd brennyng 
wood, &c. XX'. Tbe same summes and every of them yearly to be payd 
to the Niyd deane and chapleyns and their successors for ever of the 
i of the lordship of Midleham by tbe hands of the 



there for tlie tyme being, at tearmes there usuall by e 
also the sayd duke fur him his heires and successc 
Midleham is agreede and by these presente indeutn 
sayd deane and chapleyns and their succesaors for e 
to he taken against the feast of the Assumption o 
Virgin, within the West parke aforesaid ; 



'cn portions. And 
■s for ever lords of 
es granteth to the 
er, one buck yearly 
our blessed X^dy 
be taken within the 
»yd parke yearly against the feast of Saint Alkeld. and to them by the 
f the said parke from tyroe to tyme to be deiiverd, and likewise 
to be taken yearely within the parke of Sonnescue aforesaid, &c. 
knd over the sayd duke for him his heires and successor* lords of Myd]e- 
am is agrrade and by thes presente indentures granteth to the sayd 
eane and chaplnyns, and th^ sticceisors for crcr, sufficient pasture to 
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and for eig^ht oxen and two horees yearly within the said West parke of 
Midlehun. And that it shall be lawfull to the sayd deaae dnd chapleyns 
and their successors by iheir servants to have free entrct; in dryving into 
the sayd parke the sayd oxen and hordes or any of theni at all times 
covenahle and convenient. And the same deane and chapleyns and their 
ftucccssors for ever to have and enjoy all raaner of tythes within the parks 
and closes afore expressed and every uf them, except the tythes of hay, 
wood and brearc afore excepted. In witnes whereof, to the one part of these 
indentures remsyning with the sayd duke, the sayd deane and chapleyns 
have set their common geale ; and to the other parte of these indentures 
remaynin^ with the sayd deane and chapleyns the sayd duke have set 
his seate. Yeven the fint day of Octobi>r in the xi"' yen; of the raigne 
of kinge Edward the Fourth. 



APPENDIX (H). 
Charteb Of Exemption from Archidiaconal Ju 

(latroductiuD, p. 11.) 

Univehsis Sanclffi Matris Ecclesite filiis ad quos pnesentcs Uter» perve- 
nerint, seu quos infra scnpta tangiint vel tangere possunt quomodolibet in 
fiiturum, Johannes Sherwood sacne theologiee profeasor archidiaconus lUche- 
tuundiK in ecclesla cathedral! Eboracense prothonotarius, salutem, et fidem 
indubiajn prfesentibus adhibere. Noverit universitos vestra per prtesenteii 
quod cum parochialia ecclesia loci de Middleham EboraccDsia dioeesis, infra 
1imit«g arcbidiaconatus nostri prtedjcti sila. quae de exci-Uentis in Chrislo 
principis et domini. domini Kicardi ducisGloucestrin, sercnissirai in Cbristo 
principis Edwardi regis Angliie fratris gcrmani, jure patronatuB fuerat, 
opera, devotione, solicitudine et pietate ejusdem ducis in ecclesiam colle- 
glatara cum certo ecclesUsticorum ministrorum ibidem Deo faraulantium 
Dumeroad oninipotentis Dei prase Kcelssque illiua genetrids Marlai et sanctie 
Alkilde virginJB laudem pariter et honorem, auctoritAte bons memonffi 
La.ui«ntii tune Eboracensis archiepiscupi, de nostra ae aliorum quorum 
inlererat in hac psrte consensu expresaa sit erecta cl firmitatu muiiita. 
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roborata et stabilita, prout in Uteris desuper successive foctis pleniiia cod- 
tinetur ; quodque nog Johaanes archidiaconus auditiu UnUm dicti excellent^ 
principU et ducis devotioDem in prceioiBMS Laudabikm, pioni et mcritoriaiu 
fore, atque iii divini cultus augmentum natorie tcndere, jugisque conside- 
rationis oculo sttendeDtea et laudantes, volcntesque propterea ecclesiasticorum 
ministrorum, parochianorum, inhabitantiuni, et incolarum colle^atae ecclesiw 
pnedicUe prtesentium et futurorum quieti et paci, contemplatione Dei et dicti 
excellentis principis et ducia, Hlubriter providere, oblats nobis pro parte 
dicti principis et ducia petitioni fa,vorabiliter annueotea, pnediL-tam ecclesiani 
eollegiatam ipsi usque modemum et pro tempore esistentem decauuni 
onineaque et singulos ejusdem eccleaix miuistros, parochianos, inhabitanles, 
et incolas prsesentes et futuros, ab omni arcbidiaconali, episcopali, ordinaria 
et alia quacunque ecclesiastica jurisdictione, preeminentia, dignitatCi supe- 
rioritate, notione etiam, vocatioiie, viaitatione, inquisition e, correctionpi 
punittone, cohercione et potestate meis et archidiaconoruro Richemundin 
in dicta ecclesia cathedral! Ebaracense succeasorura nostrorum quonim- 
cunque, necnon Ticariorum et commiaaariorum nostrorum in spiritnailbus 
generalium, meorumque ac eorundem Bucceasorum officialium c 
aliorum nobis inferiorum judicum, quacun 
eminentia seu dignitate fungentium, quatenus ad n 
attinet, nostra arcbidiaconali episcopal! et ordinaria auctoritate plene lotaliter 
et integre eximimus et tenore prssentintn perpetuo liberamus, ipsosquc 
moderoum et pro tempore existentem decanum ac ministros, parochianos, 
inhabitantes, et incolas omnes et singulos in bac parte sufficienler cxemptos, 
et a nostra et succeiaorum nostrarum jurisdictione, pneemineniia, dignitale, 
superioritate, notione et vocatione, visitalione, inquisitione, correctione, 
punitiono, cobercione, et polestate quacunque totaliter eieinptos, liberatos et 
immunes fuiase et esse pro nobis et successoribus nostria quibuscunque in 
perpetuum couceditnus, pronuntiamus et decUramus ; rescrvatis nobis et SUC' 
cessoribus nostria qninque sotidie sterlingorum in, de et mper frucubua et 
proventibus dict» ecclesia de Middleham ad Michaelis et Psacfaie festa iro- 
perpetuum pro nostra et auccesaorum nostrum pro tempore existentiura in- 
demnitate, nobis et succeaaoribus pnedictis vel eorum Ticariis annualim 
•olvendis. Hanc auteni noatnm exemptionem, deck ratio nein, et decretum 
ad miuialroe vel personas dicti collegii, sen parochiinoa, inhabilantea aut 
lurolaa prwaominaloi pnMent«i vel futuroi quoad aJiquod tiimi vel alia 



9 jurisdictione, potestate, prm- 
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aliqua ecclesiastica bencficia infra jurisdictionem BCii limvtes Brchidiaconatus 
prxdicti sitn, etmmsi dignitatcs, persooatus, pnipositurx, prebends, r«ctoriae, 
Ticaris, canUriK, liberae capellx. eive alia qimcunque bencficia quibuscunque 
noniinibus appcUata fueriut, qus ipsos vcl eonim aliqncm pro tempore 

obtinere contj^rit, et ilia obtineant, voliunus non eiteudi, ac eia 

vel aliciii eoriim quominus iniiiistri, perBonfB, parocliiaiii, iohabiUnles vel 
incolffi pr^fati, ratione aiiorum benefitiorum bujusmcidi, coram nobis ct suc- 
cesaoribus ac vicarlis priFdictia et aliis judicibus onlinariis quibuscunque 

respondere ac ct illorum correct iombua respondentea, ao decretia 

pariEer et mandatis qua; illorum alia bepeficia respiciunt, fiive respicere 

poterunt in futuruni, perindc parere et obedire debcant, ac si e\- 

emptio, dcclaratio et decretum bujusmodi nullatenus eiuanasa 

minime opitidari vel sufiragari. In quorum omnium et singulorum fidem 
et testimonium prasmissorum prsscntes litcras fieri et nostri sigilli jussimus 
appensione muniri. Datum Uomie in domo nostra) solit» rcsideutis aub 
anno Incamationis Dominies Millesimo qnadringentesimo octuagcsimo 
secundo. Indictione secundum Romanam curiam quinladecima. Die vero 
decima mensis Aprilia. Poutificatua ejusdem sanctisaimi in Christo patris 
et domini nostri domini Sisti diviiia providenlia papfe qnarti anno undeeimo. 



APPENDIX (I). 
Bull of Pope Sijctus the Fol'rtit. 1482. 

(Introduction, p. 1^.) 

Univehsis Sancts Matria Ecclesi:e filiia ad quos proesentes Hteroe aive 
praesens publicum instrumentum pervenerint sive pervenerit, Willielmiis per- 
misaione divina abbas monaaterii beatas Maris dc Jourvalle Eboracensis 
diocesia, executor judex et commiasariua scdis apostolicce, unacum venera- 
bilibua in Chriato patribus beata; Marim extra muros Eboraci et <Ie Fontibus 
dicto} Eboracenaia dioct^sia monaateriorum abbatibua, suis propriia nominibus 
non eipresaatis, cum clausula quatenua vos vel duo aut nnus vestnim ad infm- 
scriptaa litenta aauctisBiini in Chrialo patris et domini nosiri domini Sixti 
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divina providentia paps quarti sufficienter et legitime deputatusi salutem 111 
Domino et fidera indubiam preaentibus odhibere. Noverit universitBB Testra 
quod nos quosdain commissjonis eive delegationis liWras sonctissimi in 
Christo patris et domiai nostri domini Siiti divina providentia pnps quarti 
prsdicti sanas et intcgras, ac omni viUo el suspicione siuistra careates, sub tilo 
cannabis more Romans curiai bullalas, nobis per partem et es parte excellen- 
tineimi in Christo pnncipis et domini Ricardi ducis Gloucestriec, sereniBBimi 
in Christo principia et domini Edwardi Dei gratia Anglia; re^s illustrissinii 
germani, niiper pneitentatas, cum ca qua dccuit revereutia recepimus, Iiujua- 
modi verborum sub Ignore — 

Sixths cpiscopus, servus serrorum Dei, dilectia filiis beal;D Mariie extra 
muroa Eboraci et de Fontibua ac dc Jounivalla Eboracensia dio(;esi3 mo- 
uaateriorum abbatibus, salutt?m et apostolicam beuedictionem. MiniaEerio 
S3cri apostolatua disponente Domino pra^Eideutee, ad ea nostrs solicitudiniB 
partes studio iuterponimus cfficacius per qiis pergon<e eccleaiaaticEe qum~ 
cunque in via salutis eternte valeant feliciter contineri ; dudum siquidem ex 
certia causis parocbialem eeclcHlam de Middleham Eboracensis dioccsis infra 
limitcs archiiiiaconalus Richmondiffi iu ecclesia Eboracensi, quEc de jure pa- 
tronatus dilecti filii nobilia viri Iticardi ducis Gloncestris r&risaimi in 
Christo filii nostri Edwardi Angli« regis illuatria germani erat, in collegiatam 
ecclesiam, cum certo ecdesiasticoruin, clcricorum et ministrorum ibidem 
Altissimo famiilantium numero, auctoritate ordinaria erectam confiraiavtmus 
et approbavimus, prout in nostria dcsuper confectia Uteris plonius continetur, 
cum autem, sicut exbibita nobis nuper pro parte ducis memorati petitio con* 
tinebat, enpedire noscatur pro felici ipsiua eeciesite slatu el personanim ejus- 
deoi dircctione et norma vivcndi, quod dcinceps pcrpetuis futuris tcmporibua 
correctio punitioque dclinquentie capcllanorum, clericorum, choristorum, 
ministrorum, et aliarum personarum ecclfsiie prefatm ad modemum et pro 
tempore existentem dccanum ipsius ecclesim spectet, ila quod nullus alius de 
correctione punitioneqiie hujusmodi se iiitromittere po^il, pro parte ducis 
prffilibati nobis fuit hnmiliter supplicatum ut in proemissisopportuno providers 
de benigiiitate apostolica digoaremur. Nos igitur> hujusmodi supplicaUonibns 
inclinati, discn^tioni vestrs per apostolica scripta mandamus, quatenus vos vel 
duo aut unus vestrum, vocatis qui fucrint evocandi ac de consensu illorum 
quorum interest, quod deinccp» perpetuis futuris teroporibus correctio ct 
punitio capdlviorum, clericorum, cbDristanirai niiiustraruia, et nDgularuni 
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personaruin iUiua collet hujuEmodi pro tempore ut prxmittitur delioquen- 
tiuni ad roodemum et pro tempore trxisleiiteni dccanum ipsius ecclcsiaj et 
nullum aliuiD pertineaot, ita quod nullus prster eundem decanum dc correc- 
tionc et puoitione capellanonim, clericorum, choristAnim, et nuDistrorum 
bujusmodi pro tempore dcliii<iuentium ut prtefertur se quolibet modo intro- 
mitterc presumat, auctorilate noHtru statuere ct ordinare curetiB ; . . . . 
etatutum, decretum et Drdinatioiiem hiijusmodi, per vos Tigore pra^wntium 
fieri coDtigit ut pracfertur exnunc initum dccemtmus, et nemo si secus super 
faiis a quodtun quavis auctoritate vel i^oranlia contigerit attemptare^ non 
obstantibus quibuscumque felicis et bonai memoriffi Octonis et Octoboni 
olim . . . auctoritate apostolicEe acdia legatorum, ac provincialibus ct aino- 
daHbus conciUia geueralibus vel specialibus, cons^tutionibus et ordinationibus, 
statutJB quoquc ct consuctudinibus djctie ecclcsiie, juramento, confirmatione 
npostolica, vel quavis (irmitate alia roboratie atatuljs, et consuetudinibus eeU- 
ris contrarib qiiibuscumque. Datum Roma; a pud Sanctum Pctrum, 
anno iDcarDationis Dominicce Mtllesimo quadringcntcsimo octuagesimo 
aecundo, pontlficatus nostri anno nndeciiuo. 

'edelt^lionisliterarumexecutionemnoa 

:t commigEariuBantedictus, per partem excel- 

im iustanua requisiti, anno Dominicie Incar- 

iG ct die inferius dcacriptls, in ccclcaia col- 

inprffisentiscommissioDis sive 

LribunaUpublicescdcntesi 



Adquonimquidcmcc 
Willielmua abbas, executor judex i 
lentiasimi prindpis Kicardi duels ci 
nationis, iiidii'tiuue, pontificatu,mc 
I^atadeMiddelhamdictte Cboraoensis dioccsis, i 
delt^atinnis litcris supcrius descriptis 



ae in ncgolio in eisdcm eommissionis sivo -delegatioais Uteris conteato cogno- 
scoDtca et legitime proccdentes, vocatis, citatia et legitime praemunitis reveren- 
dissimo in Christo patro el domino domino Thoma permigsione divioa Ebora- 
censi arcbiupiscopo AngUat primate et apostolica) sedis legato, venerabilibua 
viris Robi'rto dccano cl rapilulo ccclesis cathedratis Eboracensis, necnon re- 
verendo viro magiatro Juhuime Sbinvood sacrro theologie professore nrcliidi- 
acoiio Uichmondi» in cadem ecclesia cathedrali in speciali, omnibusqiic aliia 
dt! jure in hni: parte vocandis, citaodig vel prsmuoieiidis in generali, nuUoque 
in hnc parte comparente causaro ratiunabilcm quare noa atatuerc deremere et 
ardinare, prciut in memoratis commisaiauis sive deli-gutionis literis con- 
ttneatar non debeamus proponentc ageiite aut allegantc, sen quicquam contra 
lit«niB commiitaionia sive del^ationis liujuamodi carumvc tiiiiilem execu- 
douem aut aliter quomodolibet opponente. plena causte cognitione pnehabila> 
decreto insuper interpanitD, ct aliis solempniis subsequent ibus quec in hoc 
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negotio juxia jaris cxigentiam et qualitaUnn ejusdem ncgotii exiguntur, 
juriBque ordine ct literanim hujusinodi forma in omnibua observatis, ac 
lermino et via ulteriua opponeniU omnibus et singulis vocatis hujusmodi non 
coToparentibus per nos pro tribunoli ut priFmittitur publice Bcdeiites Ic^time 
prjcclusia, de expresso consensu dicti reverendisBinii in Christo patris et 
domitii domini Thonue permiseione divina Eboracensis archiepiscopi, Angiiae 
priinatis et apostoliae sedia legati, ac dictonim vencrabiliuin viroroin 
Robert! decani et capituli diets ccclesis catliedralis Eboracenais, et prsiati 
reverendi viri magistri Jotiannia Shirwood sacrg? theologix professoriB 
archldiaconi Riclimondite in dicta ecclesia cathedrnli Eborat 
et Bingulormn interessc in hnc parte hubentititn. ceterorum 
loruiD, ct pTKiuuDitanim uon compareDtiiun hujusmodi in 
petitiouem providi viri Thorax Brounles clerici, procuratorie dicti eicellen- 
tissimi principig RJcArd! ducis in hac parte siifficienter constituti, dc cujus 
probitiite iiobia legitimia constabat atque constat docuinentiB, nomine procura- 
toria ejusdem principis Ricardi ducis factis, de conciliojurisperitorum nobis 
in bac parte assistentiuDi, invocata Spiritus Sancti gratia, nostrum statutuni, 
decretum et ordinationem, auctoritate dicti aanctissimi in Christo patris, 
fecimus, leginius, et publicamua in hsec verba — 

In Dei Nomine, Amen. Nos Wiilielmus. permissioDe divina abbas 
moiiaaterii lieals Marim de Jourvalle, Eboracensis dtocesis, executor judex 
et commissftrius aeJiB aposlolic», unacum veiierabilibus in Christo patribus 
hca\s Marias extra muroa Eboraci et dc Fontibus dictx Ebaracensis dio- 
cesis monaaterionim abbatibus, noalria propriis aominibiis non cxpressatia, 
cum clauBula (jualenoB nos vel duo aut unus nostrum in quodum negotio 
correctiunem et punitionem capfllanoruni, eli-ricorum, choriatarum, minis- 
trorum et aliaruni pcraonarum ecclesise collegiaUc loci de Middelham dictee 
Eboracensis diocesis infra limites archidiaconatua Iticbraondif, in ecclesia 
catbedrali Eboracenei, et illius coll^li pro tempore delinqueutium intime 
concernente, per literal cominiasionia wre dclegationis sanctissimi in Christi 
patris et domini domini Sixtj divina pn)videntia paps quart! sufficienlcr et 
legitime deputati, pro tribunal! publico sedcntca ac in negotio hujuamodi 
cogiioacenles et legitime procedcntea, vocatis, citatia et legitime pra^uunitla 
rcverendissimo in Christo patre et domino domino Thoma permissiout! 
divina Eboraccnsi archiepiscopo Anglian primate el apostnlicie sediii legato, 
venerabilibuB viris Roberto dccnno ct capitulo ccclesiie c*lhedralis Eboni- 
cfii^is, ttecnon reverendo viro inagiHtro Johannc Shirwod naera^ ihcologic 
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profes«ore archidicicoiio RirhmoniiiiP in dicia cathedroli eccleaia Eboracenii 
in f peciali, oniDibiisqut nliia de jure in liac parte vocandis citandia et prmnu- 
niondis in geaerali, nulloque in hac parte comparente vausam ratioasbilem 
quara dob statuere, dweruere et ordinare, prout in meraoratis commissioniB 
»ive delegationis Uteris contineatur non debeamus proponente dicente aut 
allegantc, scu quicquam contra literas commtBgionis sive delegationia hujua- 
modi eanimvc finolcra executionem aut aliler quomodolibet opponcnte', plena 
causae co^itiono pnehabita, dnnreto insuper intprpoiito, et aliis soleinpniis 
Biibsequentibus que in hoc negotio juxta juris exigentiam et qiialitatem 
ejusdem n^gotii cxiguntur, jurisque ordine et litcrarum hujusmodi forma in 
omnibus obsenalis, ac tcnnino et via utteriua opponendi omnibus et singulis 
vocatis bujnsraodi non comparentibaapernos pro tribunaliut prasmiltiturpub- 
lice scdentcs legitime pra-cluitJs, dc expre!>30 consensu dicti rcverendissimi in 
Chnslopatrisetdominidomini Thorns permissione divina Eboraeensia arcbie- 
piscopi, Anglifp primatis, et apostolice sedis legati, et dictomm veuerabilium 
virorum Robcrli decani et capituli diets ecclesiaa catbcdralis Eboracensis, et 
proifati revcrendi viri magistri Johannis Shirwod sacra theologist professoris 
nrchidittcoiii RiebmonditB in dicta ecclesia cathedral! Eboracensi, ac omnium et 
singulonim interesse in hac parte habentium.ceterorum voi^alonun, citat^nim, 
ct prsmunilomm non comparentium hujusniodi in contumaciaa, ad peti- 
tionem providi viri Thoma; BrouuleB clerici, procuratoria dicti excellentissimi 
principia Iticardi ducis in bac parte aufficicnter conatituti, de cujus probilate 
Dobia legjlimia constabat atque constat documentis, nomine procuratoria 
ejusdem principia Uicardi ducis faciia, de concjlio jurisperitonim nobis in bac 
parte a«sistcntiinn, invocata Spiritiia Sancti gratia, ad nostrum statutum, 
decrelnm, et onliimlionem procedimus in hunc niodnm. In Nomike 
DoMiHi. Amen. Quia pcracta, iuactitata, deducts, allegata, ct coram nobis 
pro tribunali ut prn>mittitur publicc sedcntibus posita et exhibito, dictaque et 
deponitioncn tcatiiim coram nobis per dictum Tbomom Brounles procura- 
torom prtediclum nomine procuratoria dicti escellcntissimi principis Ricardi 
ducis productoruni, ac pur dob receplorum, admissoruro, juratorum, et exami- 
natorum, invenimus omnia ot singula in Uteris commisaioui a sive delcgationis 
noBtm tiujuaniodi conlcnter suggests et apecificata vcritati eubjacere ac vera 
fuiatie et eaae, idcirco nos Wilticlmus abbas, executor judex et commisso- 
rius prsdictus, sic ut permittitur pro tribunal! publico acdentes, de coDveusu 
espresso pradicio, quod doinceps perpctuis futuris temporibus corrcctio ct 
piiiiitio cBpcllaooniin, clericoruni, chorieiarum, et miniatroruin, et singularuni 
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personarum ecclesitB collcgiatse loci de Middelham prfB(iicti et illius co11<^ 
hujusmodi pro tempore ut prnsfertur delinqueDtium ad proTidum vinira 
WiUielmuio Beverley modemuin et pro tempore exiEtentciii dccaQum ipsius 
eeclesiEB coUegiatse et nullum alium perlineant, ita (juod nullua prater 
eiindem decanum de correctioae et punitione cajiellaiioriiiii, clericorum, 
chorialarum, mlniatrorum, et personarum bujusmodi pro tempore delin- 
quenttum ut prsemittitur se quovismodo intromittere presumat, auctoritatc 
dicti sanctisainii in Cbriato putris et domini nostri domini Siiti diviua pro- 
videncia papEe quarti, nobis ut pra^mittitur in hae parte eommlssa, statuimus, 
decemimus, et ordinamus in hiis scriptis ; qus omnia et singula vestrs uni- 
versitati prxdictie innotescimuB per prsesentea. In quorum omnium et singu* 
loruin prxiniisaurum leBtimonium. atque 6dem prxmissorum prxscntes llteras 
aive prffisena publieum instrumeotum, nostruro statutum, decrctum, et ordi- 
niitionem pnedielam in se conticentes sive cautincns exinde fieri, et per p'ro- 
viduni virum magistrum Johaauem Haryngton in Icgibus baccalaurium 
clericum, auctoritatibus apostolica et imperial! notorium publicum, scribom 
nostrum per nos in hac parte epedaliter assumptum, subscribi, publicari et 
ia banc publicam forma rcdegi, Ipsiusque aigno ao nomine solitis et cousuelis 
mandiLvimus, nostrique officii sigilli appensione muniri fecimus. Facta, lecta, 
et lata in scriptis fueriml nostrum statutum, decretum ct ordinatum pne- 
dictum anno Dominies incamationis Millesimo quadringentesimo □ctuagesinio 
sccundo, indicUone quinU dccinia, pontificatu dicti sanctJssiini in Cbristo 
patris ct domini nostri domini Sixti divina providentia paps quarti wino 
undecimo, mensis vero Julii die idcesimo quarto, in ecclesia collegiata de 
Middelham prxdicta, pr^sentibus tunc ibidem venerabilibu^ et discretis viris 
domino Jobanue Gryndon cspellano et Hadulpho Wiotringham generoBO 
Eboraceusis diocesis et aliis multis lestibus, ad pr^missa TOCi 



APPENDIX (K). 
Mandate of King IIekrv VUI. to induct Dean Weldej*. 

(IntMduction, p. 17.) 

Hknuicus Dei gratia rex AnglrEe ut Francis?, et dominus Hibcraia.', 
dilecto sibi in Christo Thomai abbati dc Gcrvei sulutem. Cum noa dechnn 
die Februarii ullimo prwterito pi;r litcras noslra; patentos dcdenmua et con- 
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i dilecto nobis magistro S 
deeaoatum de IMedelham infra dio> 
reaignatioDem Johonnis Halic ex cai. 
de Elsdem Dunolcnenais diocesis, e 



iioni Welden in decretis baccallario 
gem Eboracensem tu&c per libcram 
a permulationis in eccleaia parochiali 
non aliter nei^ue alio modo factam 
I, et ad noBUam donadonent ct dispositionem pleno jure BpcctanUni, 
habendum et gaudendum decanatum praMlictum pra>fato Simoni Welden 
cum omnibus suis juribus ct pertinentiia, durante vila sua naturali, prout in 
dsdem Uteris plcnius continctur, vobis mandamus quod cundem niBgistnim 
Simonem in realem et corporaleni possessionem decanatus pra^dicti ponatis 
ct inducatie, admitteutes ei stallum in choro ct locum in t-apilulo prout moris 
est. Teste me ipso apud Westmonasterium xvij die Februarii anno regm 
noBtri sexto. 

Irrotulatur. (The King's seal attached.) Pexsalle. 



APPENDIX (L). 
Valcation of the DKANEity in 1535. 

(Intradnclion, p. 17.) 

The Deanery of Middlcham is thus valued in the King's Books :- 
Comitstui Ebor'. 
Decanutua ranlii de Cilerjik. 
Deranitui de Mfddlelum. 
SimoQ Welden incumbenB — Decuutui ibidem iilet in 
/ManBioDecnm lerri>doDiinictlibiuiij'.*j*,Tlij<'. iij. rj. viij. \ 
I Decimugranonini »!»]•. Tiij''. fieni »iij'. iiij'. \ § 

JLaooroni e( sgnellonini «iiij". iv*. Titn- 1 > "'■ »*)' 



f Pencione d< 



)»y'- 



i». iiij. 



I et prirntiB decimti a 



Seprl>«, 'it- in piniiotie annuiUwcliidiBconol ..„ 

RichmoDdie ) 

El T«let eUre . . i"". U'. iiij". 

Decima para inde . • ra*. »i . '' 

EcclesiBsticul Survey taken In purauanee of an act of parliament, 26 
Hen. 8tb, in the First Fruits office. (Ex quodam Rotulo Pergam.in offlc 
primitiM'um Laud.) 
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APPENDIX (M). 
RovAL LiCEKSE TO GRANT Pkobates of W:lls, &c. 



(lut 



[1.1..1B.) 



Henricus Octavus Dei gratia Anglia; el Franciw rex, fidei defensor, 
dominus Hibemwe, nc in lerriif Supremmn ecclesiM Aoglicana? Bub Christo 
Caput, dileetis nobis deuino ac miiiistris coUegii de Myddelhara intra 
archdinconatum Rychmondis Eboraccn^is diocesis salutem. Cum omnis 
potestaa judiciaria ac jurisdicendi auctoritas atque etiam jurisdictio omDiinoda 
tara ea qus eccleaiastica djcitur quam secularia regia potestate relut a supremo 
capite ac omnium maglEtratuum intra regnum nostrum fonte primititfl 
emaaaverit, ac pratdilectus consiliarius noster Thomas Crumwell dominoa 
Cmnini'll, prseclari ordinis Garthcrii Miles, sigilli nostri privati eiistos, 
atquc ad cauaas eccleeiasdcas nostra aiictoritate qiiomodolibet tractandas 
vicem gerens, Vicarius generalis, et officialis principalis, nostris ct bujus 
regni noBtri Anglie n^otiis tot ac tam arduis pra^peditiis existit, quod ad 
omiiem jurisdictionem nobis uti Supremo Capiti hujusmodi compelentem 
ubique locorum infra hoc regnum nostrum, ct prssertim in hiis qu;p moram 
commode non patiuotur, aut sine subditorum nostrorum injuria differri non 
poggunt, in persona sua oxpcdicnda non sufficeret : idcirco nos, veatris in hac 
parte siippli cation ibus humilibus inclinati, et nostrorura Bubditorum parochi- 
arum, viconim, et locorum in qu.ibus jurisdictionem eiercere consuevistis 
commodis consulcrc cupienles, vobis vices nostras sub modo ct forma 
sequent! committendas fore: vosquc licenciandos esse decrcvimua, ad pro- 
bandum igitur, approbanduin et inaumandum testamenia et ultimas voluntaUis 
quormncimque subditomm noatrarum infra parochias, vicos, el loca in 
quibuB jurisdictio per vos geu pnedecessorcs veatros aut illorum respeclivu 
coinmissarioE temporibus retroactis exerccbatur ac rile exereeri potuit et 
consuevit ; buna, jura, sive credila £non iillra^ siimmam centum librarum 
vits el mortis suarum tempore habentium, nection admin iatrationcs bonorum 
quorumcumque subdilorum noslrorum infra parochias, vicos, et loca prwdicla 
ab intestaU) decedentium quorum bono, jura, sive credita uon ultra summani 
prwdictam vibe el morlia eorundem tempore «e extendent, quatcnus hujusmodi 
testamentorum probalio, approbaljo, et insinuatio, atque administrationia com ■ 
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nuBBJo per pMBdeccBsores vertros aut eorum conunissarioB tcmporibiis re- 
trooctis Gebat ac tleri et committi potuit et non aliter committendi ; cakulum 
et raliocinium et alia in ea parte expediendi, beneficiaque ecclesinsiica 
<]u:ecumi)iie lul vestram collationem eive prssenlatioaem aut disposiliunem 
speclaDtia et pertinentia personU idoneis conferendi, rasdemquc in realcm 
actiialem et corporalem possession cin eoniiEiilem juriumque et pertinontium 
suorum uniTersorum induccndi, ac sic ioduci si et quaieims jus sic con- 
ferendi et judicandi apud vos aut prsdeceBsores vestros eorutnve com- 
missarias hacteniia fuerit ct noo aliter, tarn in scriptis quam verba focieodi 
alj]ue mandandi ; cauaosque lites et negotia coram vobis aut vestris com- 
niisfariis peudentes indecisas, necnon alias eive alia quascunque sive quEC- 
cunque qiis citra legum Doatrarum et atatutorum regni nostri offensa, coram 
vobia vestriave commissarlis agitari aut ad vestram aeu alicujus commiasa- 
riorum per tos vjgore hujus commissicnis deputandorum cognitionem 
devolvi aut deduci valeant et possint, quatenus hujiismodi caiuorum cog^itio 
ad praedecessorea vestros aut eorum ofiiciales sive commissarios retroaclit 
temporibus pertinuit, ac per vos exerceri potuit et consuevit et non aliter, 
examinandi et decidendi, ceteroque omnia et singula in preemisus tanlum aeu 
circa eaneceararia sen quomodolibet opportuna, vice, nomine et aucioritate 
Dostris exequendi, vobis, de quorum dortrina vitaque et niorum intcgritate 
plurimum confidimus, vices nostras cum potestate subsUtucndi tenore pre- 
sentium committimus ac liberam conce^dimua facullat«m, vosque in ea parte 
licenciamus per prtesentes ad nostrum beneplacitum duralura?, quacunque 
inbibitione ante datum pra<Bentium auctoritate nostra emanata in aliquo non 
obstante, cum cujusUbet congru» ct ecclesiaBticte eohercionis poleslate. 
In ciijus rei tcsUmonium sigilluni nostrum ad causas ecclesiasticaa prs- 
tentibus apponi mandavimus. Datum decirao quiiito die mensis Julii anno 
Domini Miltesimo quingentisimo trigesimo octavo et regni nostri trigesimo. 
Thomas Crumwbll. 



APPENDIX (N). 
IF THE Rectory op Middlkham. ! 

(Introduction, p. 19.) 
:, made the xviij. dnje of JsDuar^e, i 
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of the reign of oure »ov«>reig;ne lorde, Edwarde the Sexle, by the grace of 
God kyngc of England, Fraunce, and Irelande, defensoure of the faithe, and 
in enrthe of the churche of Englande and also of lerlande the auppreyme 
beade, betweyne William Willys clerke, parsone of Myddelhara, in the 
countie of Yorke, of the one partie, and Thomas Claphame, of the same 
tonne, in the saide countie, gentleman, of the other partie, wytnes^ethe, 
that the sayde William Willys clerke hathe demyside, granted, and to 
ferme letlen unto the »aide Thomas Claphame nil hia hoolle parsonage 
and rettorye of Middlehame afforsayde, with all maner of housses, lands 
tanenients, meades, pastors, eomnions, tythes, and oblations, with all and 
syngiilar commodities, proffettes, and appurtynancea to the saide parsonage 
and rectorye tn any wise belongynge or apperleynlnge ; to have, hold, 
occupie, and enjoye the sayde parsonage and rectorye, with all and ererye 
the premysses, unto the sayde Thomas Claphame, and his assignes, frome 
the feaste of Seyncte Marke the Evangjlyste next ensewynge after the 
dail« hereof, unto the ende and terme of sexe yeares nexte and imme- 
diatlie foUowynge fulUe to be complete and endede. yeldynge and payngp 
therefore yearlie, durynge all the saide terme, unto the saide William Wyl- 
lys, or his successors, thirty and foure pouudes of lawfull EngHshe money, 
at two termes in the yeare, bv even portions, that is to say, at the feasle 
of Seyncte Mertyn in winter neite ensewynge seventeyn poundes, or 
within two dais of eyther of the saide feastes, at and upon the tombe of 
Seyncte Alkylde, in the parjshe churche of Myddelham afforaaide, and so 
yearlie from yeare to years, and terme to terme, durynge all the said terme 
of sexe yearea ; and if it forton the saide rentes, or any part thereof, lo 
be behynde and unpayde at any of the sayd feastes or termes, at the which 
it ought to be payde, that then it shall be lawfull unio the sayde William 
\Villy8, his assigns or successors, into the saide parsonage and rectorye, 
with all and everye the premysses. to re-enter, and the same to reposseyde, 
enjoye, and have agayne as in his or there former eatayle, this indenture 
or anylhynge therein oonteyuede to the contrarye notwythslandynge ; pro- 
\ydede alwayse, that the sayde Thomas Claphame, and his nssigiics, shall 
of his or there proper costea and chardges fynde, beare, and stende to all 
mnner of reparations of hedges and wallis belongynge to the snyde parsonage, 
and of all other housinge, so ofteu as neide shall requyer ; provvdede also, 
that the saide Thomas Ciaphamc!, or hie aasigne», or any other perion or 
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peraoQs in bis name, or by bis comrijandipment, shall not cut^ fell, or uliredn 
nny maner of esbe, elme. or ok woodc belongyngp to the tayde paraoiiagVt 
nor that the saide Thomas Claphame shall not duryngc tlio taide teniie 
sell, lett, ur sett over the saidc parsoniige, or any part or paru'll thereof, 
to any person but onlic to the saide William Willja, or his assigiies ; and 
it is covenanted and agreed betwyne the saidc parties that the saide IVilliam 
Willys shall have reservcde to hyme, hia asaignea aod successors, oule of 
the saide parsonage and rcctorye, durynge all the saide teime, all the par- 
celles hereafter followynge, that is to say, fourc kye and two horses gailes 
or pastors in the sprynge, wjntre, and ^omere, the teytbe hay beyood Yoore, 
and of all maner of enclosors that cannot be provede of the Myddcllfelde, 
Homesworthe, or Herdying (by two honeste men ), and also all such boiissyng 
as the saide William Willys reservede in one indenture heretofore made 
belweyne hym and the saide Thomas Claphame, savynge onlyo the oxe- 
boufe, vhich the saide Thomas Claphame shall have ; and ubu it is cuvn- 
natited and agreyde betweyne the saide parties that the snide William 
Willys shall likewise have reserved unto hiiu, his asHignes. anil snri'casors, 
durynge all the saide lerme, one close callcde the Foundation Close, one 
piece of meadow called Sex Swaythes, the t«ythe buy uf sex acres of 
meadow of the said W'illiam Willys his owne in the Myddclfeldc, itiid also 
foure acres and one roode of medd grounde, that Is to saye, one acre in 
Ilonieswathe, one acre fyveroodes in Tutyng Close. thn« roods nl Whenntrlli 
three modes nt Crabtrye. and half an acre under Hubberskewghi- ; and 
also all the book jurysdiction, the church? yarde, mortuaries, probate of 
Icstjiments, weddynge money, churchynge, beadmas pence, and rryvomes ; 
and further it is covenanlede and agreede betwync tlie said jinrtic*. that 
the saide Thomas Claphame shall performe one indenture inKrchangcablJi) 
betweyne the said William Willys and one William Farkynxon, and take 
and recyve of the saide William Parkynson all such some* of nionny a* 
shall be dewe to the saide William Willys, and pay it ■■ parte of thp *a.vie 
Thomas his rente for twoo yeares nexte to come i and inon- overo tb*- «aide 
Thonus Claphame dothe covenants by these presentei that lie the Mtd* 
William Willys, his assigns or successors, shall not (mlin at the mule <^tim 
■aide temie of sexe yeare« peoseablie and quyetlin mmli* iitUt «D ikr 
saide parsonage, with the appurtenance, but also if il ehaimcie thm aaH^ 
to depart* to the mereye oT God i 
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the feaste of Seyncte Marke n«»le enaewj-nge the deaths of the satde 

Thomas Claphams, this present lease to seasae, and to be utterlye voyde, 
and of none eiTecte ; and if any maner of persone or persons within the 
saide parsona^ at any time duringe the forsaide tense doo not well and 
trewlie pay all their tythea and dcwties belongynge to the saide parsonage, 
then the saide Thomas Claphame shall of his own proper costs and charges, 
without tract of time, attempte the lawe for the dewe refomiacyon thereof; 
and also the saide Thomas Claphame shall peassahlie and quyetlie avoyde 
from any parte of houssying reserved to the add William Willys at his 
commandement upon twoo days wamynge; and further more it is cove- 
nantede and agreeyde betweyne the salAe parties, that the said WiUiam 
Willys shall have reserved unto hyme, his assignes, and successors, during 
all the said terme, twoo acres and three roods of the glebe laiide laite m the 
tenure of John Warde, and also the puttyne in and ordre of the presto 
durynge all the saide terme, from tyme to tyme ; and for the trewe and 
suer perfonnance of all and syngler articles and covenantea herein con- 
teigned and espycyfiede on the parlie and hchalf of the aaide Thomas Clap- 
hame, to be pcrformede and kepte, the said Thomas Claphame, with suyrties 
with hyme, standethe bounden to the saide William Willys in the some of 
one hundrethe poundes by his deyde obligatorye bearynge the date hereof. 
In wytness whereof eylher partie to other intetchangeablie to the partes of 
these indentures have sett their handes and sealles, the daye and yeare 
above sayde. 

Thomas Claphahb. 



APPENDIX (0). 
Decree of the Court of Delegates. 

tlotroductioii, p. SB.) 

Cabolus' SecuNDUs, Db gratia Anglis, Francis, et Hibemite rei, fidei 
defensor, &c. Universis et singulis cujuscunquc dignitatis, status, gradus, 
honoris sive praseminentis extit«rint ad quos hie prssentes litenc nostra 
testimoniales pervenertnt ipsas viiuris l»cluri« sive legi audituris salulem. 
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L/niversiUti vestwe hamm serie innolescimus et aignificamuB quod, scrutatis 
recordia et aichjvis supremfe curiiB delegatonim nostrorura per Johannem 
Oughton DOtarium publicum dicUe curiffi registrarii priucipaliB deputatum 
fideliUr cusloditia, mveiiimus senteDiUm quandem diffinitivam Id dicia curia 
nostra latam, ct actum super promul^tiono ejuBdem expeditum, sub tenore 
verborum sequentium, viz. 

In Dei nomine, Amek. Auditis visis et intellectis ac plenarie et mature 
discussis per noa Humfreduni pennissione divina LoQdoaeasem episcopum, 
Johanncni Kelyng militem capitalem justiciarium ad placita coram ipso rege 
tenenda assignatum, Egidium Swdt railitem et legum doclorem aline curioi 
Ctintuaria} dc archubus London' officialetn priucipalem, Robertum Wiscmam 
et Gulielmum Turner milites et legum doctorcB, illustrissimi in ChrUto 
principis ac domini nostri domini Caroli sccundi Dei gratia Anglia*, Scotiffl, 
Francis, et Hibernie regis, fidci defensoris, &c. judices delegalos rite et 
t^time conatitut09, meritia et circuiDstantiin cujusilam causce appellalionis 
et querelse qus coram nobis in judicio inter Thomam Holdsworth clericum 
rectorem rectoriffi et decanum decnnatus de Middleham in comitatu Eborum, 
diocesis Cestrensis, proviucis Eboraccnsis, partem appellantem et quere- 
lant^m ex una, et Thomam Burwell Irgum doctorem revcrendissimi in 
Christo patris domini arcbiepiscopi Eboracenaia vicarium in spiritualibus 
generalem et officialcm principalem provinciffi Eborum partem appellanlem 
el querelaniem psrlibus ei altera, aliquandiu vertebatur et pcndcbat, ver- 
litiirque adhuc ct pcndct indecisa, rite et Ic^timc procedentes, partibuaque 
priedictia per earum respective procuralorea coram nobis in judicio legitime 
et sufficienter comparentibua, parteque pra^fatl Thomni Holdsworth clerici 
tententiam ferri et promulgari ac justiliam fieri pro parte sub, parte 
vero meraorati Thomie Burwell senlentiani etiam pro parte sua fieri 
instantcr reapective postulantibus ct pel«nlibus, rimatiique primitus per 
nos et diligenter recenaito toto et inlegro proccssu coram nobis in 
dicta causa habito et facto, servatisque per nos de jure in hac parte 
aervandia, ad sententim noatrge diffinitivai sive nostri finalia decreli pro- 
lationem in hujusmodi cuuaa fereudum sic duximus proccdendum fore, 
H procedimus in hunc qui aeqiiitur m-ndum : Quia per acta inactitula, 
deducts, allegata, exhibita, proposita, probata pariter I't cunfessnta com- 
perimus luculenter et invenimua partem pra?fati Thomie Iloldaworth 
intmtioDem auam in quodam libello siio appellalorio alias ex parte aua in 
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hftc causa dato et admisso, et penes regittrum hujiis curis remanente de- 
daclfl, quein quidem libellum pro hie lecto et inBerto habemus el baberi 
volumua, sufficienler et ad plenum quoad infcrius pronuntianda fuiidnsee 
paritor ct probaase ; nihilque ctTccluale aut sulficiens ex parte et per partem 
prsfati Thomx Burwcil, legum doctoris, reverendisaimi in Christo patria 
domini archiepiscopi Eboracensia priedicti vkarii in spiritualibus geiieralis et 
officialis princLpalJa antedicti, in hac parte exceptum, deductum, aUegatum, 
exhibituiii, proposihim, aut probatumfuisse et ease, quod intentionein prsfati 
Thomn Holdaworth in hac parte elidcrit aeii quouiodolibet euervaret: 
idciruo nos judicea delegati antedicti, Christ! nomine primitua invoeato ac 
ipsum solum Deum oculia noatris prgeponentes et habentea, deque et cum 
coiiailio jiirisperilorum cum quibuB in hac parte communicavimus matureque 
deliberavimus, pro vice appellationia et querelea ei parte et per partem prefatj 
Thonim Holda worth inhacfactaruuet interpoeitarum, ipsasquc appellalionem 
et querelam suas fuiase et esse veraa justaa et legitimaa, ac ex veria justia et 
li^timia causis ad serenissimum dorainiim nostrum dominum Carolum se- 
cundum Dei gratia Anglie, Scotite, Franciffi, ct Hibemitc regera, fidei 
defensorem, &c. et ad eum in suprema curia sua Cancellariw faclaa et inler- 
positas fuisse et ease, necoon male perperam, nulliter et inique per judicem 
a quo extitit in hac parte appellatum et querelatum processum fuisse et esse, 
proque juriadictione nostra seu potius domini nostri regis in bac part« ad 
omnem juria efiectum pronuntlarnus, deccmimuB, et declaramus, omniaque 
et singula gravamina ct nullltatea ct injustitlas per cundeni judicem antediclo 
Thomoe Holdsworth in hoc parte illata et inflicta, et pra;sertim ca vel id 
propter qtiffi vel quod fuit in bac parte appellatum et querelatum revocamua, 
caasamuB, et annuliamus, proque nuHis et invalidis ad omncm juris effectum 
proDuntiamus ctjam deceniimus et declaramus,praefatumque Thomam Holds- 
worth clericum, rectorem ecclesiEe et dccanum decaiiatua de Middleham pras- 
dicti, afa archieptscopali riaitatione Eboracenais archiepiscopi liberum et 
iromunem et exemplum fiiiase el «sse ad omnem juris eSectum pronuntiamua 
decprnimus et ileclaramus, eundemque Thomam Burwell legum doctorem 
reverendisaimi in Christo patris ac domini domini Richard! providentia 
difina Eborum archiepiscopi vicarium in spirituaUbus generalem et officialem 
principalem ant«dictum in dtpensis legitime, , , . ite et per partem pncfati 
Thorns Holdsworth in hnc causa factis ot faciendis, eidcmque sen parti bvk 
solveiidia, eondemnandiun fore d* jure dcberc etiam pronuntiamus. dcerrni- 
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mui et dwlaramuB, sitque coodenmatus ea»demque eipensas ad t 
quadrsgitita librarum l^i^lis inonet^ Anglisi laxamus, et euadem Thomam 
Burwel) Ipgum doclorein donini archiepiscopi EboracensU antedir.ti vica- 
rium in BpiriUiallbus eeneraleiu et officialem principnlem prwdiciiiin ad 
naliter solvendum sou solvi fai^iendiim praefato Thorns I-[oldaworth clerico 
•eu parti ruk dictam summani taxatam citra vel ante primum diem tnensjs 
August! proximo futurum monendum fore (aub peoa juris) decemimus per 
banc nostram spntentiam difficitivatn sive hoc nostrum finale decretum, 
(piam sive quod ferimus et proniul^mns in hiia scriptis. 

HcMFB. London: John Keltnc. G. Sweit. Rob. Wvseman. 

Will. Turner. 

Lecta, lata et promnlgata fiiit hujusmodi sentcnlia relroscripta per judices 

delegatoa in eadem mentionatos nonodie menHiB Julii anno Domini Millesiino 

BCKcenteainio scxagesimo sexto inter horas aecuodaia et quintam post 
meridiem ejuadem diei in aula publica hospitii dominomm servienlium ad 



publici at 



Q prsescDtia mei ThomB Ougliton notarii 
in actis desurgum factis nominatorum, 
I publieus actuariuE aasumptus. Qun 
1 pra>dicta agebantur et fiebant, uc 
Btrffi duximuB piempliiicanda fore, 
g originalibus de recordo in curia prte- 
dicta remuncntibus fideliter concordare attcatamur. In cujus rci teslimoiiium 
Mgillum dicta; curiee nostrx pncsentibus apponi fccimus. Datum Londiui 
in curia proedicta deciino quarto die mcnsia August! anno regni noatri decimo 
octavo. 

J. Oldburv, RegistrariuB R^ius. 



o Fleet St[ 
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Lucas Cotes clericna. artlum magist 
de Middleham, legitime fulcitus, ui 
pDcsena acriptum peryeuerit saliH*i 
volnmua quod nog Mariam Stolt i 



Licence of 



Mid 



rter, decaoua ecclesira colIegiBtat 
>is Christi Gdclibua ad quoa hoc 
Vobig harum serie notura esse 
ra Thoma Stott lie Middlehnin 



dicla, propter ipsiiis peritiain, Mcieotiam, el industriam circa mu 
imo periculo tempore puerperii, prout nobis ex parte ana per cer 
n sub manibus quaruiidem miitronarum apparet, ad exercendtii 



et praci.icandum artem sive indus 
de Middleham pnedicta, prout re 
eideroque Maris Stott quantum 
ac liberam facultatem damus et i 



gesscriB fsicj et doi 
officii nostti (quo in 
anno Domini 1721°. 



ec habueris 
talibuE uti 



I igittir 

decanatum 
postulaverit et opus fuerit, approbnmua, 
a nobis est et de jure poHsimuB liceatiam 
sncedimus per prsesentes quamdiu te bene 
n raandutis nostris. Datum sub sigillo 
nur) vicesimo sexlo die mensis Augvisti 



AHNEB Waite, Notariua Publ. 
Lu. CoTss (L.S.) DeeanuB de Middlebam. 



(On a lOj. slamp.) 



APPENDIX (Q). 
Grant of the Dgakerv to the Rev. R. B. NicKOLts. 

(IntroJui^tion, p. 40). 

Geohge the Third, by the grace of God of Great Britain, France, H 
Ireland king, defender of the faith, and so forth, to all to whom these 
presents shall come, greeting. Whereas the deanery of nur collegiate 
church of Middleham, in the county of York and diocese of Chester, i» 
now legally void by the death of the last dean thereof, and to uur grant 
and free diepositioD in full right belonging : Now know ye that we of our 
especial grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion have for ns, our heirs, 
and successors, given and granted, and by virtue of these presents do give 
and grant unto our trusty and well-beloved Robert Boucher NickoJU, 
clerk, the office and dignity oF dean of our collegiate church of Middleham 
aforesaid, to hare, hold, and enjoy the said deanery unto him the said 
Robert Boucher Nickolls during his natural life, with all preheminences. 
jurisdictions, titles, daily distributions, dividends, exceedings, refections, 
I, houses, gardens, orchards, closes of pasture land, and all and all 
r of rights, commodities, emoIumeniB, and advantages whatsoever to 
the said deanery belonging or Appertaining, or hereafter to belong, in ai 
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full uid ample manner and form as the last dean thereof, or any other his pre- 
decessors, had, held, and enjoyed, or ought to have had, held, and enjoyed, the 
same, commanding and by these presents firmly enjoining and requiring the 
chapter and chaplains of the collegiate church of Middleham aforesaid, or 
any other or others whomsoever having sufficient power and authority in 
this behalf, by whatsoever name or names they shall be called, that they do 
rightfully and lawfully admit the said Itoberi Boucher Nickolls to the 
^foresaid deanery, and assig;n him a st^ll in the choir and a place and voice 
in the said chapter, and that they institute and invest him dean thereof, 
with all its rights, members, and appurtenances ; and that they do and 
perform all and singular other matters and things that shall be in any wise 
fit and necessary to be done in this behalf. In witness whereof these our 
letters we cause to be made patent. Witneas ourself, at Westminster, the 
twenty-ninth day of June, in the twenty-sixth year of our reign. 

By the Lord Chancellor of Great Britain, 

(L.S.) GiiEAVEs. 

Endaried, — In obedience to the mandaW contaioed in the within 
grant we whose names are underwritten did, on tile eleventh day of 
August, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and 
eighty-aix, at the request of the within-named Roberl Boucher 
Nickolls, assign unto hitn a stall in the choir and a pince in the 
collegiate church of Middleham, in the county of York, according 
to custom. Witness our hands, the said eleventh day of August, 
one thousand seven hundred and eighty -six. 

W" Chaytor. 

J. Coslobadie, Reef of Wensley. 

Leo^ HowBon, Vicar of East Witton. 

Ja' LawBon, Minister of West Witton. 

Alex' Simpson, Minister of Middleham. 

Mark Butmer, ^ 

Tho* Harrison, V Churchwardens. 

Geo. Hudson, J 

Tho* IhlwtsoD, P. Clerk. 

John Breare. 

W'" Luke Varkw, (Regwtrar). 
CAMD. SOC. !■ 



ABDENDA ET CORRIGENDA. 



Since the preceding sheets were printed off, the editor has been furniahed, 
by the kindness of an antiquarian friend, with the following translatioo of 
the charier granted by King Richard II., to Sir llalph de Neville, first 
Earl of Westmoreland, for a market and fair at Middleham. (Vide Pref. 



«•) 



CH. Chart, A^ll. Ric.2, n. 91. Ant 



18.] 



The king to all, &c. greeting. Know ye lliat we of out special favour 
have granted, and by this our charter confirmed, to our beloved tmA faitbfiil 
llalph de Nevill, that he and his heirs for ever may have a market every 
week on Monday at his village of Midelham in the county of York, and 
a fair there every year on the Feast of Saint Alkelda the virgin* : except 
that market and that fair be to the hurt of neighbouring markets and 
neighbouring fairs. Wherefore we will and firmly command for ourselves 
and our heirs, that the foresaid Ralph and his heirs for ever have the 
foresaid market and fair at the foresaid village, with all the liberties and 
free customs belonging to a. market and fair of this sort, except that market 
and fair be to the hurt of neighbouring markets and of neighbouring fairs 
as aforesaid. Besides, of our own special favour we have granted and 
given licence for ourselves and our heirs, as much as we can, to the foresaid 
Ralph, to inclose his wood of Raskeli' called Raskelf Wode, Dear our 
Forest of Galtrea in the county foresaid, and thereof to mnke a park, and 
three places to keep deer in, adjacent to the same park, the length of each 

* Tliistiir, nbiobiiXUl heldon «be fitli of Xovcmlier. Iieing tlie rout afSt. Alkeldk, 
anil the two following dayi, in each yew, ii joBtlj alwmcil Oje Urgwt lallle fnir in tlia 
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of thoac places to keep deer in to be an hundred feet ; and he may hold for 
himaelf and for bis heirs for ever that wood so iocloBed and the pork there- 
of, and the three foresaid places made to keep deer in, without any occasion 
or impediinent of us or of our heirs, justices, sheriffs, escheators, or other 
bailiffs or ministers of ours whatsoever, provided, however, that wood be 
not within the limits of our forest. These being witnesses, the venerable 
&thers, William archbishop of Canterbury, primate of all Eng^land ; 
Thomas archbishop of York, primate of England, our chancellor ; William 
bishop of Wincheslw; John bishop of Hereford, our treasurer; John 
bishop of Sanim, keeper of our privy seal ; our very dear uncles Edmund 
duke of York, and Thomas duke of Gloucester ; our very dear kinsmen, 
Itichard earl of Arundel, and Thomas earl of Warwick ; Richard Le 
Scrope, and John Devereux, steward of our household, and others. Given 
by our hand at Westminster the 16th day of February. 

By the King himself. 



Liltle need be added to those details of the Church which have been 
already given. (Pref. pp. xvi. et neq.) The following inscriptions, how- 
ever, on the front pannels of the organ-loft at its western eitremity, ought 
not to be omitted. 

*' A Memorial of the Benefactions left to the Poor of Midleham, the meeral 
$teuritie> being lodged in the vettiy. 

" RoBT. PicKERiNO, late of Little Scraflon, in the parish of Coverham, 
deceased, by his last will and testament, in writing, bearing dale the 19th 
day of Jan*^, 1602, hath given 60 pounds, ihat some portion of lands might 
be bought with the said; and that out of the product thereof, amongst 
other chanties, thereout likwise to be paid, twenty shillings per ann"' should 
be paid hy hb exec" to the poor of Midleham, upon everj- Tliursday in 
Passion week for ever, y° said bdng payable out of a certain dwelling house 
, in Ripon, in the possession of Rich'' Skaife."* 

■ Tth Rcpurl oil Chkritifn. 
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" JoHS Hoi.DSWOBTii, late of Midleham, gent", deceased, Uy his deeil, 
bearing date the 24th of Nov'', 1696, hath given and granted 3 gates in 
the Busk's Pasture, in MJdleham, unto the Rev'' Christ' Colby, dean of 
Midleham, and his successors for ever, for the use of the poor thereof, y" 
said gates to be let by y° overseers, the profit thereof dis(ribui«d by the 
dean and overs" every year on 24"' Dec'," 

" Robert Dixon the ealder, late of Middleham, yeoman, deceased, by his 
last will and testament, bearing dale the 20'" day of Dec*", 1706, hath 
given and bequeathed unto hi» two grand-children Rob' the son of Christ' 
Dixon, and Rob' the son of Jn" "Dixon, equally to be divided between them, 
and to their heirs and assigns foj ever, one close or parcel of ground lying 
in Midleham, lately belonging to the said Rob' Dixon y* elder, commonly 
called by the name of New Close, they paying out of the same for ever to 
the dean, churchwardens, and overseers of y* poor for the township of 
Midleham afforesaid, for the time being, the sum of forty shillings upon the 
1 "' day of May in every year for and towards the putting and binding out a 
poor boy apprentice in every year, according to the discretion of the said 
dean, churchwardens, and overseers, or as the majority of Uiem shall agree." 

"John Heath peild, late of Midleham afforesaid, deceased, by his last 
will and tesUment, bearing date the IS"" day of Nov', 1668, hath given unlo 
the poor of Midleham 10 pounds, the interest of the said 10 pounds to be 
paid yearly and for ever, to be disposed of by the churchwardens and 
overseurs of the said town ; and it is to be remembered that 5 pounds, part 
of the said 10 pounds, is lately laid out, together with other monies here^l^r 
mentioned, in a purchase of a parcel of ground called Broiigb Close, now in 
the possession of John Fawcit, for the use of the poor of Rridleham." 

" Thos. SwEETiNo.lateof Liverpoole, in the county of Lancaattr, merchant, 
dcceas'd, by his last will and testament, bearing date the 23'' day of May, 
1 706, hath given and bequeathed lo the poor of Uie township of Midleham 
the sum of 50 pounds, lo remain as a stock, and the interest to be paid 
yearly to their use, at the discretion of the minister, churchwardens, and 
overseers of the poor for the time being ; which said sum of 50 pounds, 
tt^ether with the sum of 5 pounds, part of the sum of 10 pounds befure- 
mentioned to be given to the poor by John Heathfeild before named, have, 
by the dean, churchwardens, and overseers of Midleham, for the better 
preterving thereof for the use of the poor, been lately laid out in a purchase 
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of ground called B rough -Close, lying in. Midleham, and lately belonging 
lo Jn" Fawcit, and now id the possession of the said Jn" Fawcit by virtue 
of a lease thereof for his life, at the yearly rent of 5a shillings, by equal 
payments, upon the 22^ of Oct' and the 20 day of May, for the use of the 
poor of Midleham." 

" Robert Nickelbon, lale of Midleham, deceased, hath given to the poor 
of Midleham 10 pounds, which said 10 pounds hatli bi'en since disposed of 
in a purchase of two cattle gntea upon Midleham Moor, for y' use of the 
poor, the rents whereof are to be distributed yearly, and for ever, upon the 
24"' day of December amongst the poor of Midleham afforesud." Note. — 
The security or title deeds for this legacy is not yet found, a.d. 1716. 

" William Tknsant, lateof Middlehain, slone-mason, by his will, bear- 
ing date about the year 1792, bequeathed the sum of fifty pounds, the interest 
of which IB to be paid to the schoolmaster of Middlehara for instructing 
two poor boys of the parish in reading, writing, or accounts. The dean 
knd churchwardens for the time being are from dme to time to nominate 
Ihe two hoys. 

*' N.B. The said sum of 30 pounds is vested in the 5 per Cent. Nary 
Stock in the name of the Rev" John Cock croft.— Edward Place, A.M., dean ; 
George Langdale, Thomas Haw, William Hanxwell, churchwardens, 1774." 

In addition to the above detailed eharilies there is also an ancient alms- 
house in the town, the becfuest, it is supposed, of some pious individual, 
containing comfortable accommodation for six poor people. On a stone 
utserted over tlie door appears the following inscription : 

" Tliis almshouse is the property of the inhabitants of Middleham, and 
was rebuilt by them for the use and maintenance of their poor in the year 
1752." 

The church is very poor indeed in brasses or heraldry ; the only me- 
morials of the kind which now remain in addition to those already noticed 
are the following : 

Above the inscription to Dean Colcby (vide Introduction, p. 31} arc 
engraved his armorial bearings, viz. : 

Axure, a chevron or, between three escallops argent, within a bordure 
engrailed of the second. 

Crest. A dexter arm, armed and embowed, holding a sword, the point 
dropping blood, all proper. Coleby, 
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On a slab in the choir a brass, bearing, on a wreath, a fleur-de-lis, 
beneath it — 

E. P. 
Ob. 28. Ap. 1786. 

JElm 68. 

(Vide Introduction, p. 39.) 

On a common flag in the centre aisle a small brass, with the inscription — 
''Mary Fogerthwaite," surmounting a heart, bearing the date 1731. 

Above the sepulchral slab of Abbot Thornton (yide Preface, p. xx.) is a 
marble tablet in memory of Mark Buhner, of JVfiddleham, ob. 80 June, 
1792, his wife and son ; it bears the following arms : 

Gules, a lion rampant, within an orle of billets or. 

Crest. On a wreath of the colours, a demi-bull rampant regardant 
gules, armed and unguled or, charged on the shoulder with an escallop 
between two billets in fess of the second. Buhner. 



ERRATA. 

Introduction, p. 17, line 8 from bottom, after voL v. supply p. 246. 

Ibid, last line, fir *< Well Hospital " read " the chantry in Tanfield 

church." 
P. 33, last line, fir " Addenda - read « Preface, p. xiiL" 
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